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Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ; and I no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
This verse presents 3 configurations to the Christian life…
1. The Relinquished Life – We’ve been crucified with Christ, which
means we’ve come to the old rugged cross and gazed on the
dying form of One who suffered there for us. Deeply moved,
we turn aside from the kind of life we once lived and take our
stand at Calvary. There comes a time when we must stop living
for our own plans in life, giving up ownership of ourselves and
say, “Your will be done in me.”
1. The Exchanged Life – We no longer live. Christ lives in us.
None of us can ever live the Christian life in our own strength.
None of us can resist temptation by our own determination.
None of us can love as we should just by our own efforts.
The Christian life is the Lord Jesus daily living His life through us
by means of the Holy Spirit.
1. The Trusting Life – The life we live in the flesh we live faith in
the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us. We’re
saved by faith. We work by faith, and we walk with Him day by
day enjoying His presence and fully trusting His promises.
Source: Book by Robert J. Morgan, “100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart”.

In Memory
A Saint of our church, Phyllis Mae Nichols
Walters, passed away on Wednesday,
August 10th at the age of 88. Phyllis is
survived by her daughter, Lori Jill Myers
(Greg), and her brother, Harry Nichols
(Beverly). We continue to keep her family
in our prayers.

We do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our
inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary
affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,
because we look not at what can be seen, but at what cannot be seen; for
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we
know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2 Corinthians 4:16 - 5:1

In Memory
A Saint of our church, Bob Hoffman,
passed away on August 21st . Bob & Kay
were regular attendees at South
Parkersburg UMC until they moved to
live in Florida. A memorial service for
Bob to be held in Parkersburg is being
planned for a later date. Our thoughts &
prayers continue to be with Bob’s family
during their time of bereavement.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when
we are parted by death. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered
into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those
who mourn.

Meet Your Church Family

My name is Erin Lafferty and my husband is
James Lafferty. We have two beautiful kids,
Connor, 16, and Lauren, 12. Connor attends
Parkersburg South High School and Lauren
attends Blennerhassett Middle School.

I was born and raised in Parkersburg, WV. My parents, brother, and I all attended
church growing up, so I was very blessed to have parents that raised us to know Jesus
and Christian values. I graduated from Parkersburg South High School in 1996. I
received my degree in Early Childhood Education. I recently was hired at North
Christian School as a Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide and I’m excited to find what the
new school year will be like! I just resigned from Children’s Home Society of
Parkersburg. There, I mentored and tutored children at Jefferson Elementary School
from Kindergarten to fifth grade.
James graduated from Parkersburg High School in 1995 and went on to attend West
Virginia University. After six fun-filled years in Morgantown, he finally graduated with
his PharmD (a Doctor of Pharmacy degree). He put that degree to good use and
started working at Kmart South Parkersburg, where he and I met. After 16 years
working at Kmart, they decided to shut down the store, so he wisely took the entire
15 weeks of severance. After that period, he went to work for Fruth Pharmacy in
Ripley for five years, then ended up leaving there for a floater position at Kroger,
where he currently is employed.
Connor first started coming to church here at SPUMC when our neighbors, the
Lewis’s, invited Connor to Youth back when he was going into 6th grade. Connor
started attending every Sunday evening, plus going to all events that were happening
for the SPUMC youth. He continually told us how well he liked it here and what he
had learned, how everyone was friendly and was like family. He told us that we
should someday try visiting. We all were members of Larkmead Gospel Church and
had been very active in that church for 10 years. We loved our little country church
with only about 14 regulars in attendance on Sundays, but we felt we had more to
offer and there wasn’t much for kids to be a part of there. Connor and Lauren both
talked to James and me and said they felt they weren’t learning much at Larkmead
Gospel, so we knew it was time to move on. Connor mentioned again about SPUMC,
so we said the very first Sunday in January we would attend, and we have been
coming ever since. We didn’t even have to try out any other churches. We knew we
were in the right place. It seems like we are meant to be here - very family oriented,
with everyone caring, compassionate and loving. It’s great to have a big family where
we can pray and worship with one another, not only on Sundays but every day !

Erin Lafferty

Ice Cream Social

The Ice Cream Social held on Saturday, July 30th in the CFC was a great
time of ice cream, games, music & plenty of fellowship. It was estimated
that over 200 people attended the event…

Youth Trip to Kings Island
& Swim Party

Our kids continued to participate
in fun activities before starting
the new school year.

Wiffle Ball Tournament

Everyone had a great day playing Whiffleball
at our 2nd annual Whiffleball tournament.
Grace Gospel, Bethel Baptist, and SPUMC
brought a total of 80+ people to Mineral Wells
ball fields for a GREAT day of fun and
fellowship with each other. Bethel Baptist
came out with the win, with SPUMC being a
very close second. Thanks to everyone that
made this happen!!!

Parkersburg Half Marathon Waterstop

After a 2 year hiatus, the church water stop for the half marathon runners
was back in full swing on August 20th . It was great to see so many come out
so early in the morning to support our runners and be a shining example of
Christ’s love to the community.

SPARK & Youth Resume Sunday Evening
Gatherings

SPARK and Youth resumed meeting on Sunday, August 21, from 6:007:30PM. Come and join these children and youth in Pre-K through 12th
grades on Sunday evenings as they learn more about God’s Word!
“Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not
depart from it” ~ Proverbs 22:6

SPUMC Music Ministry
Heartfelt thanks to all who faithfully serve and generously give of their time and
talents throughout the ministries of Christ’s Church. Please join us as Adult
Choir practice resumes Sunday evening, September 11, at 5:00 p.m. This choir
is for youth through adults. All are welcome!!

“Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord!”

Jan Kinder
SPUMC Birthday Celebration Dinner
We are having a church Birthday dinner on September 25th at 6pm.
This will be a covered dish dinner. I will be putting out sign up sheets
for the dinner.

Dale McMahan
Faithful Friend Update
Frances Fought wants to thank everyone who has been sending her
cards & letters to her home. She also wants everyone to know that she
is now living in a NEW location – Rockland Ridge, 2511 Washington
Blvd., Belpre, Ohio 45714. She hopes everyone in our church family is
living a Blessed & Abundant life!!!

2022-2023 College Student Outreach
Below is the list of College Students for the 2022-2023 school year. Please
remember them in your prayers as they continue their educational careers. If you
would like to send a card or note of encouragement, their addresses will be available
downstairs in the church basement on the Information Desk. Parents & loved ones,
please remind your college kiddos to check those mailboxes… the ‘old school ones’… to
ensure cards and notes from their church family are received!
Before leaving for campus, most students received a Blessing Bag of goodies and
scriptures to remind them of God’s love and the love of their SPUM Church Family.
College kiddos who did not get their Blessing Bags before leaving for campus should be
checking those mailboxes!!
Sarah Craft
WV School of Osteopathic Medicine
Anticipated Graduation Date: 5/2023

Caleb Lucas
Computer Engineering at WVU
Anticipated Graduation Date: May 2027

Abbie Gibbs
Business Administration at WVU
Anticipated Graduation Date:

Megan Kesterson
Graphic Design & Media Communication
at WVU-P
Anticipated Graduation Date:

Makenna Gibson
Psychology at WVU
Anticipated Graduation Date: 5/2025

Dylan McCoy
HVAC at Washington Co. Career Center
Anticipated Graduation Date: 12/2022

Davon Hampton
Electrician at Washington Co.
Career Center
Anticipated Graduation Date:

Mercedes “Sadie” Nelson
Graphic Design at Marshall
Anticipated Graduation Date: May 2024

Michaela Hupp
Child Development at WVU-P
Anticipated Graduation Date: 5/2023

Drew Sams
Sports Management & Marketing at WVU
Anticipated Graduation Date:

Emma Hyson
Pharmacy at U. of Charleston
Anticipated Graduation Date:

Submitted By:

Melissa Kuhl-Hupp

Two of last year’s college students have entered the world of work! Please pray for
them as they navigate this next step in their lives & careers…
Mr. Hayden Chaddock is now a full-time employee with BizTec, which is located in
Washington, WV, and provides IT services to local businesses. He is a low voltage
cable technician, with a goal of becoming a certified electrician. He recently
applied with the Electrical Union to begin that process.
Mr. Dylan Cox has gained employment at both Kroger and UPS, in addition to
wrapping up his summer mowing job.

College Student’s Blessing Bags
Here’s a bag of blessings for you as you begin the Fall Semester of classes! We love
you!!! We will be praying for you throughout the year as you face challenging classes
and new adventures. Please remember to check your mailbox for cards from your
church family!
~Your South Parkersburg UMC Family

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run
with perseverance the race that is set before us
An ERASER reminds us that we all make mistakes, including you.
Ephesians 4:31-32 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath an anger and
wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.
Some STARBURSTS to give you a burst of energy to the run the race that God has set
before you.
Isaiah 40:31 but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles, they shall run and not grow weary, they will walk and
not be faint.
A HIGHLIGHTER reminds us that in a world full of color, be a highlighter and make it
even brighter by sharing God’s love!
1 John 4:7-8 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love.
Some STICKY NOTES remind us that you have to ‘stick’ with it when life gets tough!
Psalm 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own
insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
Some LIP BALM reminds us that your church and your God thinks you’re the bomb! You
can do great things with God’s help!!
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
POPCORN is prepared in the same bag, under the same heat, in the same oil, but they
all don’t pop at the same time. Don’t compare yourself and your path to others. Your
time to POP will come… in the meantime be an encourager and supporter of those who
POP before and after you!
Romans 8:28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love
God, who are called according to his purpose.
Dear Loving God,
Thank you for the rest and relaxation we enjoyed over the summer. Now as we
return to school, we pray your Holy Spirit goes with us as a guide and protector. Keep
us safe and put us in the right place at the right time to receive your grace. Let us learn
and grow stronger. May the presence of your Spirit fill our hearts so we can be a light
to those around us. Bless every family and every school employee as they navigate this
school year. In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.
~Amen

A New School Year Prayer for Teachers
A huge thank you to all teachers, for your heart, devotion, and love for our children. As
parents, we are so grateful for you, our words may not always fully express what we feel
inside. We appreciate all that you do, often behind the scenes where no one even sees.
Know that you are loved and valued by many. You are an amazing gift to our kids and to
our families!
Dear God, We ask for your wisdom and grace for each teacher as they prepare to
lead their class each day. Equip them for every good work you have prepared ahead of
time. We ask that your strength would fill them and that you would enable them to do
all that they do with a heart of compassion and grace that comes straight from you.
Give them ability and effectiveness as they teach, fill them with creativity and passion
for this very important role that you have called them to. Give them laughter and fun
in every day!
And in the moments when they feel like there's just not enough time to do all
they need to do, multiply their hours, and give success to their efforts, for we know
that you are able to do much more with a day than we ever could. Remind them that
they have the incredible ability to make a difference in the life of a child. Every…
Single… Day... And that what they do is so important, because they are a part of
building greatness in our world, through the next generation.
Give help when they're weary, give grace when they feel they've reached the
limit, and give peace when they feel overwhelmed. Empower them by your Spirit with
enough energy to match even the most active child in their class. Help them find
strength in one another, reminding them that they are a team, and that there is
greater power together, rather than alone, to face every struggle and obstacle that
may come their way. Remind them, that more than representing a job, or a school, or a
district, they represent you, and because of this, your spirit and covering are brought
to school every day. And that is a very powerful thing.
Give them a spirit of discernment for every child in their class, that they have the
heart to understand each one of them more deeply, and see them as you see them.
Give them a great ability to understand every parent represented too, reminding that
you have destined every one of those paths to cross, and you have great purpose in it
all. Give them a heart shield to block out any negativity, to see through the outside to
the inner fears involved, to let go of what needs to fall away, and to hold on to what
needs to be held on to. Give wisdom to embrace encouragement along the way and to
give encouragement where it is needed. Instill in us all, teachers and parents, a heart
of learning this year, because we're never too old to learn new things. Give us all fresh
perspective to see life through the eyes of a child, because sometimes important
things become blurred and unclear as we grow up.
Surround their families and personal lives in your care and protection, providing
abundantly for every need that they have. Help them to release every concern and
anxiety into your hand, believing that you are able to do anything. Love through them,
shine on them, pour out your blessing and favor over them, throughout the year.
In Jesus' Name… Amen…

Debbie McDaniel

“By the Grace of God” Food Pantry

On Thursday, August 18th, we replaced the double door refrigerator
that had stopped working at the Food Pantry with 2 new single door
refrigerators donated by Thermo Fisher Scientific. These 2 new units have
the same total capacity as the original double door refrigerator. Larry
Minx & Larry Sexauer drove up to Marietta to get the refrigerators, and
Dennis Reed’s construction work crew came to the Food Pantry and
moved the new fridges into the building… Bruce Bumgarner and Larry
hooked up the refrigerators on the following Monday. We will be
removing the old unit from the facility soon and get everything back to a
“normal” operation.
We want to thank Thermo Fisher for their generosity and everyone
else who helped in any way. We could not have accomplished this task
without the help and “muscle” provided by Dennis Reed’s work crew.
And we want to thank God for His Presence & Power in making this entire
effort go as smoothly & quickly as possible.
As a reminder, the Silver Plate offering in September goes towards
the “By the Grace of God” Food Pantry. We would like to ask everyone in
our church family to prayerfully consider giving to this Ministry that serves
the people in our community in a much needed way. Thank you…

United Methodist Women
During our August meeting the women heard reports from our
treasurer and secretary including an overview of our summer activities.
The decision was made to return to Logan’s Steakhouse for our Christmas
dinner. As time draws closer, we will need a list of attendees to that
event. The next scheduled meeting will be September 13th at 6:30PM and
we will invite the ladies at Edgelawn UMC to attend. The hostess will be
Shirley Tice & Karen Sexauer and Shirley will have the devotion.

Sandy Sinnett

Edgelawn Church History

The first dirt was turned to build the basement of Edgelawn church
August 4th, 1929. At this time, we were considered a branch of Epworth
who shared their pastor, Rev. C. H. Kelly. The note for the basement was
paid off in 1936. Meetings were held there from 1929-1942.
The sanctuary was started in 1941 while Rev. F.V. Arnott was pastor. It
was built over part of the basement with the rest being filled in. The
project was completed in 1942.
In 1983 a choir loft and new chancel was added. Being aware of the
need for the church to be accessible to the physically impaired a ramp
was erected in 1989.
The congregation continued to grow, and it once again became
necessary to enlarge the sanctuary. In 1998 an area providing an
additional 50 seats was added to the rear of the sanctuary.
Edgelawn Church has been serving this community for more than 90
years. We have seen many changes in the area. Businesses have closed.
Factories have left the area. But the one thing that has not changed is
the need for a strong Christian presence in the area. During the year we
hold activities ranging from yard sales to a community block party with
free food and gospel music to share Christian love and fellowship with
the community.
Edgelawn Church exemplifies the United Methodist Church slogan,

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”.

Submitted by:

Mary Lou Calhoun

A Moment in History
Boy Scout Troop 17
To the left is the initial charter of
Boy Scout Troop 17 dated
February 28, 1934.
Below is a picture of the Boy Scout
troop in 1934. Above the boys in the
background was the block building
of the basement of the church built
in the 1920’s. The Great Depression
of the 1930’s prevented the raising
of funds for building the church
further until the early 1940’s… The
house shown in the top right hand
corner of the picture was the 1st
church parsonage. That house now
belongs to the Hupp family.

The picture of the Boy Scout
above taken in 1950 is our
own Larry Carr…

After the initial main church building was built in the early 1940’s and paid off in
the mid-1940’s, the church became interested in building a Scout house on the
church property. It was built and and constructed with brickalite blocks,
concrete, and steel windows. Much of the labor was donated and the amount of
money spent for its construction was just under $2,000. The Scout house was
torn down when the CFC was built in the late 1980’s to allow for expansion of
the parking lot. The Scouts were given access to space in the new CFC building.

2023 BIG Sale
As we approach the month of September and the season of Autumn, many
of us will begin the Fall cleaning process at our homes. As you sift & sort
through items in your basement, attic, and garage, please set aside those
items that you no longer need or want for our church BIG SALE coming up
early in 2023. We will have the BIG Merchandise sale in late January and
the BIG clothing sale near the end of February. Donations for both sales
will be needed to have another successful sale next year.

To begin the planning process, we will be having our first meeting on
Thursday, September 29th at 6:30PM in the downstairs Meeting room in
the church. If you are interested in participating in any activity related to
the BIG SALE event, please plan to attend this Kick-off meeting.

Larry Sexauer/Jerry Baum
Backpack Blessings Ministry
Dear Church Family,
I would like to thank everyone that signed up to help with Packing
and Delivering Backpacks this year.
Our first pack is on August 30. We held a meeting on August 16th and
we discussed the schedule on packing and delivering.
We will be sending a double pack home with the kids for
Thanksgiving and Christmas break.
Also we are happy to announce that Backpack Blessings was awarded
a Grant in the amount of $3,000.00.

Dale

Finance Committee Report

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF JULY 31, 2022
BOTTOM LINE - $5,717 POSITIVE YEAR-TO-DATE
•

July was a 5-Sunday month, ending positive $4,010, giving vs. expenses,
increasing our year-to-date POSITIVE balance to $5,717.

•

July was a very busy month for SPUMC – filled with five Spirit-filled
Sunday morning worship services, Bible-based Sunday School classes, a
variety of business meetings, Revelation Bible studies, Women’s Bible
studies, Vacation Bible School with classes for all ages - nursery, through
adults, a SPARK trip to “The Farm,” a Welcome Back Dinner reception for
Pastor Edward, and an Ice Cream Social – WOW – and all events were
well-attended! The ice cream social and Gospel sing was a fundraiser,
netting $1,475. Thanks be to God and all the amazing volunteers and
attendees who made this possible !!

•

Reminder, Charge Conference (the annual opportunity to meet with
sister churches under the leadership of our District Superintendent, Rev.
Loretta Isaiah), is scheduled for October 12th at 6:30 p.m. at Lubeck
UMC. Rev. Isaiah will lead attendees in worship, as well as establishing
salaries and evaluating the ministry of our parish churches.
All
members of the local church are welcome to attend this meeting.

•

Treasurer, Tammy Lewis, is beginning the process of drafting a 2023
budget by projecting anticipated fixed costs, such as salaries, insurance,
and utilities. The Finance Committee asks all church leaders to project
their anticipated financial needs for next year. Please turn in those
dollar amounts to Kay Wilhelm or Tammy Lewis. You, as a leader, will
always be able to bring any additional needs to Church Council for
requested approval during 2023.

•

Reminder, please cash all checks as soon as possible after receipt.
Likewise, please turn in receipts, along with a check request for
reimbursement in a timely manner. This will aid in bookkeeping.

Thank you!

Submitted by:

Kay Wilhelm

, Finance Committee

Labor Day – September 5th, 2022

Dear Father and creator of us all – the one who gives us strength to work,
minds to envision and hearts to persevere – thank you for creating us with
the ability to do tasks, create products and contribute ideas that benefit the
world.

We remember in grateful prayer today all those who labor diligently in our
factories, in our restaurants, in our maintenance industries, in transportation,
in communications, in agriculture, in construction, in mining, in our nursing
homes and hospitals, in law enforcement, in childcare and in our retail
industry. Thank you that they provide so many necessary services that keep
our lives and our country working like clockwork.
We pray the blessing of Ecclesiastes upon each worker, “That everyone may
eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil – this is the gift of
God.” (Ecclesiastes 3:13 NIV)

Keep our workers healthy, safe and strong. May the work of their hands
provide the means they need to care for themselves and their families.
Grant them work environments that allow them to do their jobs in safety,
where they are respected and valued by their superiors and where they are
rewarded by a sense of accomplishment.
Help all of us to treat them as we would want to be treated. Let us never
overlook them or to underestimate their value. Open our eyes to their labors
on the behalf of our world and help us to voice our thanks to them for
tirelessly doing their allotted jobs.
May we learn your grace from their example of faithfulness in every task of
every size to which we put our hands to doing. We pray in the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth who labored as a carpenter, Amen.

Karen Barber

Prayer List

Ron Sams
Tim Hathaway
Jerry Baum
Ezekiel James
& Bailey
Maylea Nichols
Bonnie Cross
Al Adkins
Katy Roberts
Joyce White
Mary Miller

Doug Shafer
Morgan Tucker
Jerry Morton
Garry Gumm
Paula Uphole
Debbie Adkins
Harvey Hall
Laiana Nichols
Vernon Stephens
Vicky Shuman
Bob Wright

Remember the Families of:
Phyllis Walters
Bob Hoffman
Amie Thorn
Bob Samples
Tammy Boise
Kathy Miller

This photo is from 1955, it was called
“A Few Seconds Before Happiness"

Bible Quiz
This month’s Bible Quiz comes from Luke 16:19-31 – “Rich Man, Poor Man”…
Good Luck!!!
1. What color clothes did the rich man wear?
2. How did Lazarus make a living?
3. What 2 physical problems did Lazarus have?
4. What did Lazarus hope to eat?
5. What animals are mentioned in this scripture?
6. Who escorted Lazarus after his death?
7. Where was Lazarus taken after his death?
8. What 2 men did the rich man see in the distance?
9. How many brothers did the rich man have?
10. Who did the rich man want visit his brothers and warn them before it was too late?

