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Pastor’s Message
Greetings in the Name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!
Isaiah 40: 31 states, "But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strengh, they
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk
and not faint." Are you waiting for something? Are you renewing your strengh while
you wait? Let this be a time of listening for the Lord to speak, to be a time to get
renewed and rested for what the Lord has in store, so that when it becomes a time for
action, you will be ready. How do you hear God calling you? How can you answer His
call to serve as a disciple - sharing your gifts and talents?
Our Committee on Nominations is currently seeking disciples to serve in various
ministry areas on our Church Council. Prayerfully consider how you can serve and let
me, or one of our committee members know. Linda Fields, Frank Kesterson, Chris
Anderson, Terry Nichols, Becky Stephens, Dani Reed, Scott Hupp, and Kristi Sams are
faithful members of our committee who will be very happy to help you find an area to
share your gifts and talents. Positions are open on the Staff-Parish Relations
Committee and the Committee on Nominations. Disciples are also needed on the
Christian Education Ministry Team, Outreach, and Finance.
Thank you for your support as faithful Disciples as we continue to share the Gospel
message of God's love. Together, we are the Church. We continue to offer Sunday
morning worship services at 10:00 A.M. in-person and on Facebook Live. Our worship
services are being viewed by people near and far...in the Parkersburg area, throughout
the state, several other states, and around the world. God has a plan, and is using this
time in powerful ways to spread the Gospel. I am excited to be a part of this plan, and I
hope you are, as well!

Pastor Jim

5th Sunday Night Outdoor Church Service
August 30, 2020

Please plan to join your church family THIS SUNDAY EVENING, August
30th at 7:00 P.M. for a special 5th Sunday service OUTSIDE. This will be a
time of prayer, sharing, singing, and special recognition of our children,
youth, and teachers as they begin a new school year. Masks are optional,
but we will follow social distancing guidelines. Bring your own chairs and
set them up IN THE SHADE between the church building and the CFC.
Please enter and exit the church parking lot on the East side of the
church building and park your vehicles there or at the back of the parking
lot. Pray for great weather! If we have to move inside the CFC, masks will
be required. We look forward to seeing you and celebrating together!

Pastor Jim and Jennifer

Children’s Church Notice

Children’s Church will open for Pre-K through 5th grade in the CFC on
September 6, 2020. Teachers: Michaela and Anna
Rules to follow:
1.

Call ahead to Pastor Jim (304-360-3969) or reply on SPUMC Facebook
page by 6:00 pm on Saturday evening so we will know how many supplies
to prepare.

2.

Children may arrive to the CFC at 9:45 am. Teachers will meet children
at the door. Parents are asked to remain outside then go over to the
church.

3.

Children will collect a labeled bag of supplies, go to a table (siblings will
sit together) and return supplies to designated place. Tables and chairs
will be arranged at least 6 feet apart and sanitized before and after
use.

4.

Masks must be worn in the CFC.

5.

Agenda:
A. Opening Prayer and Blessing of Children
B. Bible Story/lesson
C. Memory Verse
D. Hands-on Activity
E. No-contact Game – Simon Says, I Spy, Freeze, etc.
F. Ending Prayer
G. Dismissal around 10:40 as parents arrive to receive children at the
door.

If you have any questions, call Pastor Jim or Anna Deem (304-615-3440).

In Memory

A Saint of our church, Lula Mae Donalson,
passed away on July 29th, 2020, at Marietta
Memorial Hospital at the age of 97.

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are
parted by death. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer
presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.

Always Say A Prayer
Ever wonder about the abbreviation ASAP? It brings to mind hurry
and stress—“Get this done as soon as possible.” Let us give it a new
meaning.
There is work to do, deadlines to meet. You have no time to spare, but as you hurry
and scurry—ASAP (Always Say A Prayer).
In the midst of family chaos, quality time is rare. Do your best; let God do the rest—
ASAP (Always Say A Prayer).
It may seem like your worries are more than you can bear. Slow down and take a
breather—ASAP (Always Say A Prayer).
God knows how stressful life is; He wants to ease our care. He will respond to all
our needs—ASAP (Always Say A Prayer).
—Author Unknown

Daily Prayer List
Beverly Adams
Helen Boone
Avis Full
Jan Houghton
Linda Knight
Michael Martin
Ralph McNemar
Yvonne Morehouse
Barbara Terrell
Jim Whitlach
Emily Thorn - Daughter of Bubby Rowe
Daniel Houghton - Son of Tom and Jan Houghton
Brandon Pathtel - Nephew of Linda Milhoan
Deb Tuttle - Friend of Jennifer Plyburn
Christine Schenerlein - Niece of Jan Kinder
Janet Smith - Sister of Bruce Bumgarner
Opal Vincent
Laiana Nichols
Johnny Pierson - Uncle of Anita Baum
Johnny Binegar - Father of Olivia Elliott
Clarence Full
Ed Berry - Friend of Rick Deem
Jackie Bowker - Mother of Ken Pritchard
Ann Thorne
Neva Bumgarner
Mary Knotts
Ashley Dotson
Baker Neal
Linda Roberts - Sister of Mike Branch and Rick DeQuasie
Lois Damron - Sister of Vickie Pritchard
Al Adkins
Sue Buzzard
Eleanor Wilcox
Remember the families of: Jason Cuffee, Lula Donalson and Tommy McNealey - Uncle of Ken Pritchard

Long Term Prayer List
Adams, Beverly
Archer, Anna—brain tumor—Lois Boise
Baker, Julia—leukemia—Mike Miller
Baker, Oren—cancer
Bennett, Michelle—cancer—B. Terrell’s daughter
Blair, Margaret—cancer—Carol McMahan
Boney, Lon—tumor—B. Rowe
Bonner, Dan—lung cancer—Kathryn Miller
Bradley, Raymond—cancer—R. Bradley
Branch Family
Brown, Emma—liver/thyroid—Linda Knopp
Buffington, Dave—stroke—Terry Jeffreys
Burgard, Jeff—stroke—(The Willows 217) Jim Whitlatch
Burdette, Jenifer—cancer—P. Bradley
Burress, Pat--cancer
Butler, Kevin—mass in stomach—V. Shuman
Cosner, Brenda—heart—A. Dotson
Cunningham, Alan—leukemia—Mike Miller
Daggott, Carter—brain cancer—M. Hupp
Davis, Carrie—stroke—B. Pratt
DeFreitas, Larry—heart—Jim Braden
Dickson, Bill—cancer—Pastor Jim Plyburn
Digman, Glen—cancer—Cathi Wermter
Dotson, Larry—cancer—Mary Knotts
Durst, Erica—MS—Brad Lewis
Eaton, Carolyn—Betty Neal
Elliott, Charlie—throat cancer—June Hupp
Enoch, Allison & Matthew—cystic fibrosis—De Hoover
Enoch, Jessie (5 years old)—leukemia—K. Lucas
Everett, Clara—Hospice—Jennifer Hupp
Flinn, Ruth—Eleanor Wilcox Sister
Fortney, Amy—T. Lewis
Full, Clarence
Gaines, Brad & Sharon—Judy Jonas
Galland, Fred & Sue
Gilchrist, Gene & Flora—Katy Roberts
Gilmore, Cara—Niemann-Pick Disease—Jan Kinder
Gilmore, Eddie—cancer—Beth Baker
Goodrich, John & Lois
Gray, Pam—cancer—J. Youell
Grimm, Andrea—colon cancer—J. McNemar
Gross, Donna—T. Jeffreys
Harris, Anthony—lung cancer—Stan Epler
Hendricks, Peggy—cancer—Jennifer Hupp
Hickman, Sonny—cancer—Steve Stanley
Higgins, Terri—cancer—Jan Barnes
Hobbs, Darlinea—breast cancer—B. Rowe
Hudson, Sharon—stroke—Jill Youell
Jefferson, Betsy—heart—Carolyn Kesterson
Johnson, Aaron—thyroid cancer—Patty Morgan
Jones, Glenda—at the Willows—B. Terrell
Kirk, Greg—rare cancer—Phyllis Bradley
Knotts, Jim—stroke—Mary Knotts husband
Leasure, Barb—Judy Jonas
Lucas, Shelly—cancer—J. Whitlatch
Luck, Greg—cancer—T. Jeffreys
Matthess, Hunter—leukemia—B. Lewis
Mayes, Vic—cancer—Jill Youell
McCoy, Randy—cancer—A. Baum
McKendree, Bobby—heart—Pat Tucker
Mills, Millie—fell/broke both legs—June Hupp
Milhoan, Dave—cancer—Mark’s Brother
Morris, Michael—kidney cancer—Kathy Kidd’s brother
Morrison, Bill—CHF—Kestersons

Morrison, Tammy—breast cancer—Jill Youell
Mugrage, Linda—esophagus—Jennifer Hupp
Newhouse, J.—cancer—E. Epler
Nutter, Betty—lung cancer
Ogden, Sherry—hospice care—Laiana Nichols
Parsons, Gary—lung condition—A. Deem
Phillips, Paul—prayers to walk—M. Miller
Poling, Duane (Beaver)—Marie Williamson’s brother
Radabaugh, Pam—needs a heart—Don Beeson
Reed, Shelia—Jennifer Hupp
Reese, Carol—brain tumor—Pat Tucker
Rhodes, Beth—cancer—C. Wermter
Roberts, Jennifer—Brad Lewis
Ross, Kevin—parkinsons—Ken Pritchard
Sayre, Alice—seizures—Jill Youell
Sellers, Betty Scott—cancer—J. Kinder
Settle, Tara—brain cancer—Anita Baum
Sieto, Ray—cancer—K. Miller
Slusser, Emma Jean –cancer—Melanie Reed
Sinnett, Jack—Sandy Sinnett’s Brother
Smith, Janet & David—Bruce Bumgarner/Ann Thorne
Schollenberger, Rosalie—cancer—Becky Stephens
Sprouse, Ashley—brain tumor—C. Barnes
Stanojevic, Bessie—Pat Tucker
Stallman, Mary—heart—Pat Tucker
Talerico, Russell—cancer—Melanie Reed
Tanner, Adam—cancer—Hoover
Terrell, Barbara
Terry, Faith—Jerry Baum
Thomas, Caroline—brain surgery—Anita Baum
Thorne, Roger & Ann
Tibbs, April—cancer—Nancy Russell
Tice, Kelly—Shirley Tice
Tucker, Richard Sr.—cancer—P. Tucker
Turrill, John—cancer—Melissa Hupp
Vincent, Joey—brain cancer—Patty Morgan
Walcutt, Larry—chemo—Melissa Hupp
Walker, Clay—kidneys—Mark Walker
Watts, Myke—blood pressure—Patti Morgan
White, Fred—cancer—Mitch Morgan
Whitehead, Jeanette—lung—J. Whitlatch
Whitlatch, JoAnn
Williams, Rich—kidney transplant—Linda Knopp
Wigal, Cole—B. Terrill
Wilson, Vivian—tumors—Jennifer Plyburn
Wolfe, Donna—cancer—J. McNemar
Wolfe, Gary—tumor—J. McNemar
Wolfe, Terry—lung cancer—N. Russell
Wood, Cece—Jan Barnes
Wood, Gary & Mike Wood
Woolwine, Charlotte – Cancer – K. Sexauer
Yoak, Tom—cancer
Military Personnel—Joseph Harris, Dylon Potts,
Maria Schade, Travis Schade, Matthew Wood

September Birthday & Anniversary Dates
BIRTHDAY:
September 2nd
September 4th
September 4th
September 6th
September 6th
September 7th
September 8th
September 10th
September 10th
September 10th
September 11th
September 11th
September 11th
September 14th
September 15th
September 17th
September 17th
September 19th
September 20th
September 21st
September 22nd
September 22nd
September 22nd
September 23rd
September 26th
September 28th
September 28th
September 30th
September 30th

Evie Epler
De Hoover
Teresa Whitlatch
Michelle Carvell
Paula Staats
Beverly Adams
June Hupp
Beth Cox
Avis Full
Helen Boone
Don Beeson
Karen Dent
Vickie Pritchard
Mary Knotts
Mercedes Nelson
JD Hoover
Jim Plyburn
Mike Caplinger
Mary Ann Burkholder
Oren Baker
Scott Hupp
Carolyn Kesterson
Larry Minx
Kristi Sams
Shirley Tice
Alan Dotson
Jay Jones
Megan Jones
Mike Branch

ANNIVERSARY:
September 5th
September 15th
September 19th
September 20th
September 23rd
September 27th

Scott & Missy Gordon
Vern & Becky Stephens
Chris & Beth Baker
Mike & Kathy Kidd
Ken & Vickie Pritchard
Harry & Vicky Shuman

Finance Committee Report
The following is a summary of the church’s financial picture through the end of
July 2020.
We are currently $9,437.00 in the black which of course is good, but now for an
explanation of why we are in this current situation.
We have had two additional sources of income into the General Operating Fund
(GOF) this year. The first was the Big Sale which added $6724.00 to the GOF. Then
approximately 6 to 8 weeks ago it was voted and passed by the church’s Finance
Committee to apply for the Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) which is initially a government
loan designed to help small businesses etc. during the current pandemic. At some point
churches and various other groups were added to the list of organizations that could
apply for this money. The necessary paperwork was filled out, submitted, and we
qualified for $14,300.00. This money can only be used for certain expenses as specified
by the government, such as salaries, utilities, etc. and if we use this money for the
specific expenses within a 60 day window the loan converts to a grant which does not
have to be repaid. We will not have any problem using the $14,300.00 to pay the
required expenditures and therefore will not have to repay the loan.
If you total the money from the Big Sale and the PPP Loan/Grant we had an
additional income of $21,024.00 into the GOF. Now if you subtract the $9,437.00 which
is the amount we are in the black which would be a break even point with expenses
versus revenue. However, if you take the remainder of the two incomes mentioned
above, $11,587.00, and remove it from our finance stream, we would be that deep in
the red 7 months into the year.
In summation, this is extremely concerning to your Finance Committee, your
Stewardship Committee, and your Church Council. Going forward the course we are on
will be addressed by all three committees as they look for a course correction. In the
mean time please keep your church in your thoughts and prayers and thank each of you
for your continued financial support during these unprecedented times.
Respectfully submitted,

Jerry W. Baum

Stewardship Committee

September Silver Plate Ministry

Trustees Report

On behalf of SPUMC, the Trustees thank Brad, Patty, Garrett & Brayden Lewis,
Brent & Kay Wilhelm, Bruce Bumgarner, Pastor Jim & Jennifer Plyburn, Larry, Karen,
Austin & Landon Sexauer, Rick & Anna Deem, and Dylan McCoy who have spent
many days completing chores around the church.

A new high-end business computer was donated to the church video room in
memory of Cecil Thorne. We now have the capability to broadcast our services to
both Facebook and You Tube. The Trustees completed the necessary wiring. The
Lewis family has spent many days getting our technology synced and up and running.
One of our air conditioners in the CFC was vandalized and recently repaired.
The landscape shrubbery in front of the CFC and church was trimmed by the
Deems and their grandson. Weeding is maintained regularly by the Sexauers and
their grandsons. The Plyburns planted flowers and faithfully water them.
The message board in the front of the church was cleaned and painted by the
Wilhelms and the old acrylic that was weathered and broken was replaced by Bruce
& Rick. SW Resources is making a new information sign which will be installed when
completed.

We thank our wonderful volunteers for their dedication to maintaining our
church and grounds! If you would like to help with any projects, please
contact Rick Deem, Trustee Chairperson.

Trustees

United Methodist Women

During the pandemic, a few of the ladies in the church took the opportunity to
help others being treated for cancer through Chemotherapy. It was suggested that we
offer a sack/basket of items that can be used during their chemotherapy. The items
included ChapStick, hand lotion, hand sanitizer, stress ball(s), puzzle books (crossword,
or search n finds), and a small fleece throw. There were others that included small
books of inspiration, pencils, pens, and note pads. The items are intended to help them
fill the time they spend in the therapy.
Though this activity wasn’t approved in a regular United Methodist meeting, one
of our Sisters in Christ suggested this was a way we could help with the Cancer Society.
When I first attended the UMW meetings we were working on cancer pads using old
sheets and newspapers. I now feel the need to do something more to help others
fighting for their lives from cancer. It is not much but it is something that we can do.
The problem becomes how to gather the items and how to assemble them. So
far, the sacks have been made by people having extra material and forming a sack with
dimensions of 6” by 9” with some sort of handle attached. The bag was wrapped in a
gallon sized zip locked plastic bag. It is not necessary, but I think this was done because
of the pandemic conditions. Some of the sacks were from craft projects and that is
alright. I am praying that we return to regular meetings and we will have time to
assemble these Care Sacks.
I am pleased to state we were able to dedicate 18 Care Sacks. I am not sure
whether we need more or not, but I am sure there is always a need. Thank you for
participating in this project. We are blessed when we reach out to others in this life.

Sandy

Labor Day Prayer

Loving Father, on this weekend, when we rest from our usual labors, we pray for all
who shoulder the tasks of human labor— in the marketplace, in factories and offices,
in the professions, and in family living.
We thank you, Lord, for the gift and opportunity of work; may our efforts
always be pure of heart, for the good of others and the glory of your name.
We lift up to you all who long for just employment and those who work to defend
the rights and needs of workers everywhere.
May those of us who are now retired
always remember the valuable contribution we make
to our Church and our world by our prayers and deeds of charity.
May our working and our resting give you praise
until the day we share together in eternal rest with all our departed in your kingdom
as you live and reign Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever.
Amen.

Grandparents Day – Sunday, September 13th
A Child's Prayer for Grandparents
Dear God, please bless my grandparents.
Thank you for the life they gave my parents
and for the life they give to me.
For the ways they helped me and made me strong, I give thanks.
For the ways they love me no matter what, I rejoice.
For the ways they have paved the road
that leads me here, I am grateful.
Let them grow in wisdom and joy in life.
Let them find peace and rest from their work.
Let them be healed of every sickness and pain.
And let them see with their own eyes your glory
and the love of their children and grandchildren.
Bless them always until they come to rest in you.

The Season of Autumn Begins September 22nd
O God of Creation, you have blessed us with the changing of the seasons.
As we welcome the autumn months,
may the earlier setting of the sun
remind us to take time to rest.

May the brilliant colors of the leaves
remind us of the wonder of your creation.
May the steam of our breath in the cool air
remind us that it is you who give us the breath of life.
May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance we have been given
and bounty we are to share with others.
May the dying of summer’s spirit remind us of your great promise that death is
temporary and life is eternal.

We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. Amen.
Source: University of Notre Dame Daily Gospel Reflection

Kid’s View of Love
“I think you’re supposed to get shot with an arrow or something, but the rest of it
isn’t supposed to be so painful.”
Manuel, age 8
On what falling in love is like: “Like an avalanche where you have to run for your life.”
John, age 9
“It isn’t always just how you look. Look at me. I’m handsome like anything and I
haven’t got anybody to marry me yet.”
Brian, age 7
"When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know
that your name is safe in their mouth."
Billy, age 4
‘Love is what makes you smile when you're tired."
Terri - age 4
"Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before
giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK."
Danny - age 7
"Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after
they know each other so well."
Tommy - age 6
"Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day."
Mary Ann - age 4
“You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you
should say it a lot. People forget."
Jessica - age 8

A 4-year old child had a neighbor who was an elderly gentleman who had recently
lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s
yard, climbed onto his lap, and sat there. Later when his Mother asked him what he
had said to the neighbor, the little boy answered, “Nothing, I just helped him cry.”

Bible Quiz
This Month’s quiz is about Rulers in the Bible… You can find, or check,
your answers in the scripture noted after each question… Good Luck!!!
1. What Ruler killed himself by falling on his sword? (1 Samuel 31:4)
2. What King told his son, “I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore,
and prove yourself a man.” (1 Kings 2:1-2)
3. What King reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel 40 years? (1 Kings 11:42)
4. The Prayer was heard and 15 years was added to his life (2 Kings 20:5-6)
5. Who reigned for 31 years after becoming King at age 8? (2 Kings 22:1)
6. Which King was killed at Megiddo and taken in a chariot to Jerusalem
where he was buried? (2 Kings 23:29-30)
7. Who was the King whose Mother was his counselor to act wickedly?
(2 Chronicles 22:2-3)
8. Which King married Esther? (Esther 2:16-17)
9. Who was the King whose death prompted the Angel of the Lord to appear
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt? (Matthew 2:19-20)
10. Which Ruler was struck down by an Angel of the Lord and eaten by worms
and died? (Acts 12:21-23)

Enjoy Your Children Now

Enjoy doing your children’s
laundry now… Some day they
will be gone…

