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Pastor’s Message
Greetings in the Name of the Risen Savior!
It is hard to believe that August is nearly over and the Fall season is just a few
weeks away. This has been a busy Summer, with an amazing Vacation Bible School
“Athens: Paul's Dangerous Journey” in July. Participants learned songs, visited the
Athens marketplace, and heard Paul tell stories about his journeys. From what I
could tell, a wonderful time was had by all. Thank you to Jennifer Plyburn, her
amazing Christian Education Team, and everyone who made this adventure happen.
In August we held an Ice Cream Social on the parking lot, with hot dogs and
fixin's, live music, and, of course, ice cream. Thank you to everyone who contributed
and helped with this event.
With August comes the annual Parkersburg News and Sentinel's Half Marathon
and the South Parkersburg United Methodist Church annual Awesome Waterstop! I
enjoy being a part of this event, where, in addition to offering cups of water, ice and
Gatorade, we offer shouts of encouragement and applause to the many runners and
walkers (some of whom are a part of the SPUMC Family) who pass by our church on
their way to the finish line. One runner shouted “YOU ALL ROCK!” as he passed by
this year. I agree. “YOU ALL ROCK!” Keep up the good work! As we are told in
Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
(continued on next page)

August was an exciting month as we welcomed seven new members into
our Church Family. I was honored to baptize Brenda Walker, Kristin Lambert and
Breece Chaddock on Sunday, August 18th as a part of our morning Worship service,
and welcome Mark Walker as a member on his Confession of Faith, and welcome
Mark, Linda and Corey Milhoan into membership with a letter of transfer from their
former church. It is always exciting to welcome new members into the Family of God!
As Summer draws to an end and we welcome Fall, I encourage you to
participate in Worship on a regular basis if you are able, joining us each Sunday
morning and evening, finding a Sunday School class to join if you are not attending
Sunday School, joining me each Wednesday evening as we feast on the Word of God
and share our prayer concerns and our celebrations. Finally, be aware of the
opportunities you have to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others, so that
we may fulfill the Mission of SPUMC “To Know Christ and Make Christ Known”.
I am looking forward to the celebrations and challenges God has in store for us
in the coming months.
Blessings and Prayers,

Pastor Jim
What Is a Church?
A practice field for patience and compassion.
A fellowship against loneliness.
A resting place.
A garden where God comes looking for us.
A bathing for washing guilt away.
A reflecting pool.
An internship for minister-members.
A kneeling bench.
A rescue mission where God finds us.
A laboratory of life.
A school instructing those who would fear God.
A hospital for healing souls.
A cafeteria where God feeds us.
A classroom of truth.
A track for walkers in the Way of Christ.
A hospitable door.
A herald of Good News—joyful, hopeful, helpful words

Christian Education & Youth Ministry
It's BACK-TO-SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME!!! There's a class for YOU!!! Please plan to
attend a Sunday School class this Fall! We have three adult classes (Bible Believers,
Christian Friends, and Hustlers), a youth class (Grades 6 – 12) and children's classes for
Preschool (ages 3, 4 and 5 years old not yet in kindergarten), Younger Elementary
(Grades K – 2), and Older Elementary (Grades 3 – 5). Nursery care is available for
infants and toddlers, while parents are attending class. We are blessed with
wonderful, dedicated, loving, well-prepared teachers and leaders at all age levels and
life stages! I encourage ALL adults to visit a class and families to actively participate!
Parents and grandparents – Please set an example for your youngest family members.
STAY for Sunday School! This allows everyone to learn and grow in faith through the
study of scripture, Bible story lessons, prayer, fellowship, and sharing together. It's a
special time each week that only requires one additional hour of your time. Don't miss
it! Come! Learn! Grow!

SPARK is a mid-week opportunity for our children to join in fun and fellowship
as they hear Bible stories, sing songs of praise, share a snack, play and pray together,
and share in creative activities that emphasize God's love for them and the
transforming power of Jesus Christ. Our first eight weeks of SPARK will begin on
Wednesday evening, September 4th at 6:30 P.M. and continue each Wednesday
through October 23rd. New Testament Bible stories and the Miracles of Jesus will be
the theme for the first eight weeks. Children will be grouped into age levels –
Preschool, Younger Elementary, and Older Elementary. The children will have
opportunities for hands-on experience with our Backpack Blessings Outreach Ministry
as our Fall mission emphasis. Please encourage your children to participate!

YOUTH GROUP

– We have a wonderful, active group of middle school and high
school youth who faithfully participate in Worship, Sunday School and Youth Group
each week. Did you know we have four sets of siblings this year? It's quite exciting to
have the Hoover sisters, Lewis and Lucas brothers, and the Nelson-Kelsey siblings
sharing in the life of our church! All of our youth are very involved in their schools –
seven different schools, plus home school, sports, dance, scouts, and various
community activities. They also help in our Video Room each Sunday during worship
and provided wonderful assistance at VBS and the 5K Water Stop. They enjoyed a trip
to King's Island on August 5th and look forward to a Render the Hearts concert here in
October and a mini-mission trip and Fall Workshop in November! If you know of any
youth who are not currently attending a church or youth group, please invite them to
join us! Our Youth Group meets on Sunday evenings from 6:30 – 7:30 P.M. in the CFC
and Youth Room.

SPUMC Children Having Fun!!!

A Fun Day at King’s Island!!!

Enjoying a Sweet Treat at
Sweet Frog!!!

Jennifer
Who Makes the Coffee???
A man and his wife were arguing over who should brew the coffee each
morning…
The wife said, “You should do it because you get up first, and then we
don’t have to wait as long to get our coffee.”
The husband said, “You are in charge of the cooking around here, so
you should do it. It’s your job, and I don’t mind waiting for my coffee.”
Wife replied, “No, you should do it, and besides, it’s in the bible that
the man should do the coffee.”
“I can’t believe that,” responded the husband. “Show me.”
So she fetched the Bible, opened it to the New Testament, and
showed him that indeed, in capital letters, it says – HEBREWS…

New District Superintendent
On Sunday August 4th, our church
hosted the Installation Service for
our new District Superintendent,
Rev. Loretta Isaiah. Bishop Sandra
Steiner Ball was on hand to lead
the Installation Service.

Ice Cream Social

Good Food, Music, and Entertainment were in abundance at
this years Ice Cream Social. $853 was raised at the event.
Thanks to everyone who participated in any way to help make
the event a success!!!

Parkersburg Half-Marathon Water Stop

This year’s SPUMC Water Stop Team gave water, ice, gatorade, and
encouragement to all of the runners!!!

New Church Members

Welcome to our new church members – Breece Nicole Chaddock, Mark & Brenda
Walker, Kristin Lambert, Corey Milhoan, and Mark & Linda Milhoan
Here in this church, people have gathered seeking a higher purpose and a deeper life
than they could find alone. We are grateful today for each one of you, that you have
found your way here, and that you have decided to make a commitment to this
community of faith. We hope that as member of this church you will allow yourselves
to know and to be known, to minister to and to be ministered unto, to love and to be
loved, by this congregation.

Baptisms

Rejoicing with our Sisters in Christ at their baptisms on Sunday, August 18th …
Breece Nicole Chaddock, Brenda Walker, and Kristin Lambert

Spiritual Food For Thought
This article is taken from a book written by Robert J. Morgan, an award winning
author and Pastor of The Donelson Fellowship in Nashville, Tennessee for
nearly 40 years. The book, “100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart”,
promotes the idea of memorizing scripture. In today’s world of hand held
devices and quick and easy access to information off the Internet, it may seem
that memorizing scripture is unnecessary, but Robert Morgan makes a strong
case for reviving this rewarding practice. “It’s vital for mental and emotional
health and for spiritual well-being,” he writes. “It’s as powerful as acorns
dropping into furrows in the forest. It allows God’s words to sink into our brain
and permeate our subconscious thoughts. It saturates the personality, satiates
the soul, and stockpiles the mind. It changes the atmosphere of every family
and alters the weather forecast of every day.”
The scripture below is one of the 100 bible verses in the book, and it was one
of the bible verses we learned in this summer’s Vacation Bible School.

Casting all your cares upon Him, because He cares about you.
1 Peter 5:7
So how does Dr. Morgan suggest we CAST all our cares upon God?
•

C = COMMIT yourself and your situation into the Lord’s hands. He is our all
in all. He is all sufficient for all needs and in all circumstances. All our
burdens were nailed to His cross, and all our cares disappeared into the
mouth of his vacant tomb.

•

A = ASK God for His wisdom, strength, and guidance. Learn to make things
a matter of prayer instead of a bird’s nest of anxious care.

•

S = SURRENDER your situation to God’s will. Give Him permission to
resolve it whenever and however seems best to Him, according to His
wisdom.

•

T = TRUST Him. Begin acting as if all these things were going to work
together for good. Adopt an attitude of hope and rest in the assurance that
He reigns.

Source: Robert J. Morgan’s book 100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by
Heart.

United Methodist Women
An on-going mission of the UMW is to provide Bereavement Baskets for members who
have lost loved ones. Recently we have lost several members of our church and we have a
significant need for the following items: Napkins, paper plates, cups, bowls, plastic silverware,
tissues, hand sanitizer, and Thank You cards. Also baskets/containers to hold the items. All
donations to support this critical ministry are greatly appreciated.
THRIVE has been the outreach ministry that we have supported during the month of
August. However, In addition to financial support, they need people to help unload their truck
and stock their shelves at their store on the last Thursday of every month. They are located in
the basement on 914 Market Street and if you are interested in helping them do this work, you
can find them on facebook - facebook.com/thrivemov – or call them at 304-485-5525.
If you would like to walk and get some exercise, a few people gather in the CFC during
the morning between 7:30 and 9:00 on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday. We have a great time
walking, talking, and laughing, and having a good time. Why go inside when there is fresh air
outside? We have a level surface to walk on and no fear of falling, and during the hot days it is
comfortably air-conditioned, and in the winter it is comfortably warm. We close our exercise
session with a moment of prayer. On each walker’s birthday we have coffee and a treat. On the
first Monday of the month, our Dr. Larry checks our blood pressure and encourages us. We
have a lot of laughs and discuss a lot of things. If you need to improve your health and feel like
walking with us, we’d love to have you join us.

Karen Dent & Sandy Sinnett
“Thank You, Jesus, for Catching Me”
The Drew family was making the short drive from their house to their neighborhood pool.
Leigh Anna, the mom, was driving so slowly that the automatic door locks did not engage. Noah
opened his door and fell out. She felt a bump, as if she had driven over a speed bump, and
braked to a quick stop. Her husband, Ben, Jumped out of the car and found Noah on the
pavement. "He's alive!" Ben shouted and placed him on the seat. Noah' legs were covered in
blood, and he was shaking violently. Leigh Anna hurried over to the passenger’s seat and held
Noah on her lap as Ben drove to the ER. Incredibly, the tested showed no broken bones. A five
thousand pound vehicle had run over his legs, yet little Noah had nothing but cuts and bruises
to show for it.
Later that night, Leigh Anna dropped to her knees and thanked Jesus for sparing
her son. She then stretched out on the bed next to him. He was asleep; at least she thought he
was. As she was lying beside him in the dark, he said, "Mama, Jesus catched me." She said, "He
did?" Noah replied, "I told Jesus thank you and he said you're very welcome." The next day he
gave some details. "Mama, Jesus has brown hands. He catched me like this." He held his arms
outstretched, cupping his little hands. The next day he told her that Jesus has brown hair.
When she asked him for more information, he said, "That's all," in a very nonchalant manner.
But when he said his prayers that night, he said, "Thank you, Jesus, for catching me."
Expect to see the God of ages fight for you. He is near, as near as your
next breath. Noah Drew can tell you. He was only two years old when he discovered the
protective presence of Jesus.

Source: Max Lucado Book Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a Chaotic World
Submitted By: Tammy Lewis

BIBLE QUIZ
The questions in this month’s newsletter are all about the Mighty Deeds / Miracles
of Jesus Christ… After each question, there are parenthesis showing you where
you can find, or check, your answers. Good Luck!!!
1.

Who felt unworthy for Jesus to come under his roof to heal his servant?
(Matthew 8:8)
2.
How soon after Jesus touched the leper was he healed? (Matthew 8:3)
3.
What was Jesus doing before he calmed the storm? (Matthew 8:23-25)
4.
Whose mother-in-law was sick with a fever and was healed by Jesus?
(Matthew 8:14-15)
5.
How many men did Jesus free of demons in the region of Gadarenes?
(Matthew 8:28)
6.
In what animal did the demons go when they left the men? (Matthew 8:3031)
7.
What happened to those animals when the demons entered them?
(Matthew 8:32)
8.
How old was Jairus’s daughter who was brought back to life by Jesus? (Mark
5:40-42)
9.
What type of illness did the woman have who was healed when she touched
Jesus’s cloak? (Mark 5:25-27)
10. What unusual request did Jesus make of the blind men He healed?
(Matthew 9:30-31)

All Your Strength
One day I found a large stump in an open field near the house and tried to
unearth it. I literally pushed and pulled and crowbarred for hours, but the
root system was so deep and large, I simply couldn't pull it out of the ground.
I was struggling when my father came home from his office, spotted me working
and came over to watch.
"I think I see your problem", he said.
"What's that?" I asked.
"You're not using all your strength," he replied.
I exploded and told him how hard I had worked and for how long.
"No", he said, "you're not using all your strength".
When I cooled down, I asked him what he meant, and he said, "You haven't asked
me to help you yet."
From Bill Frey’s book The Dance of Hope
Submitted by: Tammy Lewis

Long-Term Prayer List

