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Pastor’s Message

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 states, "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you".

As I write this, October begins in only two days. Thanksgiving is only a few weeks 
away. The Scripture verses above remind us that it is God's will for Christians (those 
who are "in Christ Jesus") to rejoice, pray and give thanks no matter the situation. This 
is sometimes challenging, to say the least. Now, for example, in the midst of a Global 
pandemic, is there anything for which we can give thanks? Absolutely! I am thankful 
for each new day, for life! Although we are only one week into Fall, the leaves on the 
trees are beginning to change colors, and the air has a cool feel to it when I take Angel 
for her evening walk. The very fact that another season has arrived is a reason to give 
thanks! What can YOU think of to give thanks for this year? Yes, I really want to 
know. I would like to include a special section in the November newsletter that is full 
of THANKS for the many blessings we have received, even during these unusual 
"circumstances" and times. Call me, send me a text, or send me an email before 
October 26, 2020 to be included.

Pastor Jim
(Call or text) 304-360-3969
(email) jimplyburn@hotmail.com



World Communion Sunday

Sunday, October 4, 2020

As Christians around the world gather to remember the One who gave His life 
for us all, I invite you to come and join your church family as we remember the 

greatest act of love the world has ever experienced. Our service of Worship 
and Holy Communion will be held OUTSIDE on the church parking lot at 10:00 
A.M. Bring your own chairs and please observe social distancing guidelines, 

spacing your chairs accordingly. Masks will be optional. Parking spaces will be 
available for those who wish to remain in their vehicle. Come and Share the 

Love!

Pastor Jim

Source:  Higher Perspective



Children’s Church

We are so excited to now be providing Children’s Church on Sunday mornings at 

South Parkersburg UM Church!  We have been blessed with 9 children in grades Pre-K 

to 5th grade attend Children’s Church.  If your children are not currently attending, 

please consider bringing them to learn more about God’s Word.

Children’s Church meets in the CFC during morning worship service from 10:00 

to 10:40 am. Parents are invited to bring their children to the CFC by 9:45 am. After 

everyone arrives, we have prayer and a Bible lesson.  We then play a no-contact game 

followed by an activity that reinforces our lesson and/or a craft.  Our focus memory 

verse this month is John 3:16, the Bible in a nutshell. Children use hand sanitizer as 

they enter, wear masks while in the CFC and sit at tables that are separated for safety.  

Currently, teachers for our children are Valma Adams and Anna Deem.  Helpers 

are Michaela Hupp, Mark Adams and Sandy Sinnett.  We welcome more teachers and 

helpers.  If you would be willing to volunteer to teach or help with Children’s Church, 

please contact Anna Deem at 304-615-3440 or Pastor Jim at 304-360-3969.

Youth Fellowship

Our youth group began meeting together in September. We meet on Sunday 
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  We have 12 teens attending and encourage others to 
come and join us. 

The first youth gathering was hosted by Brad and Patty Lewis at their home. The 
following meetings have been held in the church parking lot. Youth bring lawn chairs 
and are not required to wear masks while outside.  When the weather becomes cooler, 
we will move to the CFC and will wear masks for safety.

We begin with prayer and a Bible lesson followed by a fun activity or game.  Our 
first lessons have been on “Making an Impact” using the scripture text, Matthew 
22:36-40, the greatest commandments.  

On Sunday, September 27, Pastor Jim & Jennifer will take the youth group on a 
field trip to Blennerhassett Island for fun and fellowship.

Pastor Jim & Jennifer, Brad & Patty Lewis, Valma & Mark Adams and Rick & Anna 
Deem are planning activities and leading our youth meetings through the end of this 
year.  The SPRC and Nominations Committee is seeking a person for Youth Director for 
2021.  If you are interested in the position, please call Pastor Jim at 304-360-3969.



“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 

seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways: then will I hear from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 

2 Chronicles 7:14

Unable to attend the National Prayer March hosted by Franklin Graham in 

Washington, DC, several members got together and planned a prayer march of our 

own at SPUMC.  With late notice and very little planning, an email was sent out to 

the congregation, messages were placed on Facebook and text messages were sent 

out.  

We had about 18 people show up at our church at 12:00 noon on Saturday, 

September 26, to pray for America. We set out signs and American Flags in front of 

the church and prayed as we marched from sign to sign.  

Pastor Jim began our march with a prayer and then following the focus points 

of the National Prayer March, we prayed at each sign.  We prayed for:

1. Repentance and healing for America,

2. Police, law enforcement, first responders, their families, and peace,

3. Families, end to abortion, salvation for the lost,

4. Our President, Vice-President and other leaders,

5. National reconciliation,

6. Religious freedom, churches, pastors, and

7. Congress, Supreme Court, judges and all leaders across America.

To God be the Glory!  Let us all continue to pray for America and the world.

National Prayer March



Daily Prayer List 

Remember the families of: Janet Smith - Sister of Bruce 
Bumgarner, John Henry Johnson - Father of Terri Tice, 

Margaret Collins - Mother of Carol Liddle, David Baber -
Nephew of Jerry Baum, Karen Spencer - Cousin of Sandy 

Sinnett

Beverly Adams
Helen Boone
Jan Houghton
Linda Knight

Michael Martin
Ralph McNemar
Barbara Terrell
Jim Whitlach

Daniel Houghton - Son of Tom and Jan Houghton
Brandon Pathtel - Nephew of Linda Milhoan

Deb Tuttle - Friend of Jennifer Plyburn
Christine Schenerlein - Niece of Jan Kinder

Opal Vincent
Laiana Nichols

Johnny Pierson - Uncle of Anita Baum
Johnny Binegar - Father of Olivia Elliott

Avis & Clarence Full
Ed Berry - Friend of Rick Deem

Jackie Bowker - Mother of Ken Pritchard
Ann Thorne

Neva Bumgarner
Mary Knotts

Baker & Betty Neal
Linda Roberts - Sister of Mike Branch and Rick DeQuasie

Lois Damron - Sister of Vickie Pritchard
Al Adkins

Sue Buzzard
Eleanor Wilcox

Glenn Smith - Cousin of Rick Deem
Phyllis Bradley

Tony Justice
Kendra McCauley

Alice Hall - Daughter of Al Adkins
Kay Sprouse - Sister of Brenda Walker

Donovan Reed - per Jennifer Hupp
Ray Lindeman - per Bubby Rowe

Todd Wine - per Terry Nichols
Vicky Shuman

Meagan Fraeser - per Vicky Shuman
Rocky Crislip - per Sandy Sinnett

Tammy Schwendeman - per Kathy Kidd



Long Term Prayer List
Adams, Beverly

Archer, Anna—brain tumor—Lois Boise

Baker, Julia—leukemia—Mike Miller

Baker, Oren—cancer

Bennett, Michelle—cancer—B. Terrell’s daughter

Blair, Margaret—cancer—Carol McMahan

Boney, Lon—tumor—B. Rowe

Bonner, Dan—lung cancer—Kathryn Miller

Bradley, Raymond—cancer—R. Bradley

Branch Family

Brown, Emma—liver/thyroid—Linda Knopp

Buffington, Dave—stroke—Terry Jeffreys

Burgard, Jeff—stroke—(The Willows 217) Jim Whitlatch

Burdette, Jenifer—cancer—P. Bradley

Burress, Pat--cancer

Butler, Kevin—mass in stomach—V. Shuman

Cosner, Brenda—heart—A. Dotson

Cunningham, Alan—leukemia—Mike Miller

Daggott, Carter—brain cancer—M. Hupp

Davis, Carrie—stroke—B. Pratt

DeFreitas, Larry—heart—Jim Braden

Dickson, Bill—cancer—Pastor Jim Plyburn

Digman, Glen—cancer—Cathi Wermter

Dotson, Larry—cancer—Mary Knotts

Durst, Erica—MS—Brad Lewis

Eaton, Carolyn—Betty Neal

Elliott, Charlie—throat cancer—June Hupp

Enoch, Allison & Matthew—cystic fibrosis—De Hoover

Enoch, Jessie (5 years old)—leukemia—K. Lucas

Everett, Clara—Hospice—Jennifer Hupp

Flinn, Ruth—Eleanor Wilcox Sister

Fortney, Amy—T. Lewis

Full, Clarence

Gaines, Brad & Sharon—Judy Jonas

Galland, Fred & Sue

Gilchrist, Gene & Flora—Katy Roberts

Gilmore, Cara—Niemann-Pick Disease—Jan Kinder

Gilmore, Eddie—cancer—Beth Baker

Goodrich, John & Lois

Gray, Pam—cancer—J. Youell

Grimm, Andrea—colon cancer—J. McNemar

Gross, Donna—T. Jeffreys

Harris, Anthony—lung cancer—Stan Epler

Hendricks, Peggy—cancer—Jennifer Hupp

Hickman, Sonny—cancer—Steve Stanley

Higgins, Terri—cancer—Jan Barnes

Hobbs, Darlinea—breast cancer—B. Rowe

Hudson, Sharon—stroke—Jill Youell

Jefferson, Betsy—heart—Carolyn Kesterson

Johnson, Aaron—thyroid cancer—Patty Morgan

Jones, Glenda—at the Willows—B. Terrell
Kirk, Greg—rare cancer—Phyllis Bradley
Knotts, Jim—stroke—Mary Knotts husband
Leasure, Barb—Judy Jonas
Lucas, Shelly—cancer—J. Whitlatch
Luck, Greg—cancer—T. Jeffreys
Matthess, Hunter—leukemia—B. Lewis
Mayes, Vic—cancer—Jill Youell
McCoy, Randy—cancer—A. Baum
McKendree, Bobby—heart—Pat Tucker
Mills, Millie—fell/broke both legs—June Hupp
Milhoan, Dave—cancer—Mark’s Brother
Morris, Michael—kidney cancer—Kathy Kidd’s brother
Morrison, Bill—CHF—Kestersons

Morrison, Tammy—breast cancer—Jill Youell

Mugrage, Linda—esophagus—Jennifer Hupp

Newhouse, J.—cancer—E. Epler

Nutter, Betty—lung cancer

Ogden, Sherry—hospice care—Laiana Nichols

Parsons, Gary—lung condition—A. Deem

Phillips, Paul—prayers to walk—M. Miller

Poling, Duane (Beaver)—Marie Williamson’s brother

Radabaugh, Pam—needs a heart—Don Beeson

Reed, Shelia—Jennifer Hupp

Reese, Carol—brain tumor—Pat Tucker

Rhodes, Beth—cancer—C. Wermter

Roberts, Jennifer—Brad Lewis

Ross, Kevin—parkinsons—Ken Pritchard

Sayre, Alice—seizures—Jill Youell

Sellers, Betty Scott—cancer—J. Kinder

Settle, Tara—brain cancer—Anita Baum

Sieto, Ray—cancer—K. Miller

Slusser, Emma Jean –cancer—Melanie Reed

Sinnett, Jack—Sandy Sinnett’s Brother

Smith, Janet & David—Bruce Bumgarner/Ann Thorne

Schollenberger, Rosalie—cancer—Becky Stephens

Sprouse, Ashley—brain tumor—C. Barnes

Stanojevic, Bessie—Pat Tucker

Stallman, Mary—heart—Pat Tucker

Talerico, Russell—cancer—Melanie Reed

Tanner, Adam—cancer—Hoover

Terrell, Barbara

Terry, Faith—Jerry Baum

Thomas, Caroline—brain surgery—Anita Baum

Thorne, Roger & Ann

Tibbs, April—cancer—Nancy Russell

Tice, Kelly—Shirley Tice

Tucker, Richard Sr.—cancer—P. Tucker

Turrill, John—cancer—Melissa Hupp

Vincent, Joey—brain cancer—Patty Morgan

Walcutt, Larry—chemo—Melissa Hupp

Walker, Clay—kidneys—Mark Walker

Watts, Myke—blood pressure—Patti Morgan

White, Fred—cancer—Mitch Morgan

Whitehead, Jeanette—lung—J. Whitlatch

Whitlatch, JoAnn

Williams, Rich—kidney transplant—Linda Knopp

Wigal, Cole—B. Terrill

Wilson, Vivian—tumors—Jennifer Plyburn

Wolfe, Donna—cancer—J. McNemar

Wolfe, Gary—tumor—J. McNemar

Wolfe, Terry—lung cancer—N. Russell

Wood, Cece—Jan Barnes

Wood, Gary & Mike Wood

Woolwine, Charlotte – Cancer – K. Sexauer
Yoak, Tom—cancer
Military Personnel—Joseph Harris, Dylon Potts, 
Maria Schade, Travis Schade, Matthew Wood



October Birthday & Anniversary Dates

BIRTHDAY:

October 2nd Phyllis Bradley

October 5th Harry Nichols

October 5th Jeanne Shade

October 6th Peggy Davis

October 6th Terry Jeffreys

October 6th Chuck Lewis

October 9th Carl Turner

October 11th Joe Harris

October 11th Chris Reed

October 13th Sue Buzzard

October 15th Ed Fortney

October 15th Betty Skinner

October 16th Jennifer Metz

October 17th Amy Ramsburg

October 17th Jason Evans

October 18th Harley Kelsey

October 20th Betty Neal

October 20th Cheryl Ann Phillips

October 21st Mark Adams

October 21st Dani Reed

October 21st Terri Tice

October 21st Jill Youell

October 22nd JoAnn Whitlatch

October 22nd Becky Stephens

October 24th Anita Baum

October 25th Sam Sams

October 25th Jim Dennis

October 26th Warren Gorrell

October 27th Jan Barnes

October 27th Adam Kidd

October 29th Lois Boise

October 29th Mary Miller

ANNIVERSARY:

October 9th Dennis & Nora Metz

October 12th Nick & Dani Reed

October 23rd Carl & Lois Boise

October 23rd Jim & Sarah Braden

October 24th Mike & Janice Lutz

October 31st Larry & Jan Barnes



Stewardship Committee



Shut-In Ministry

It's always an important ministry to remember our shut-ins throughout the 
year. And this year it is even more important that we brighten their Christmas and 

let them know they are a special part of our church and they are loved. So we need 
your help. Please participate by doing a Christmas card for each of our shut-ins. You 
do not need addresses or stamps since they will be delivered. We understand this is 

a much different year than we have ever known, and we will take all precautions 
when delivering. Knowing many of you are unable to bring your cards to church this 

year, we will try to make arrangements to accommodate getting your cards as we get 
closer to Christmas. Thank for your help in sharing God's love. God bless you. If you 

want to get an early start, these are our current shut-ins.

Helen Boone           Ed Fortney        
Clarence Full          Betty Hardman
Shirley Koenig          June McNickle

Dale Palmer          Cheryl Phillips
Betty Skinner

Submitted by:  Bonnie Dennis

Outreach Ministry

Dear Church Family,

I am looking forward to being the new coordinator of the Outreach Ministry. Our 
big thing is the Backpack Blessings for this year. I am pleased to announce that we 
have $13,243.28 left after I made a food purchase. We are also getting a grant 
through the Cares Act and Wood Co is getting $100,000.00 to purchase food. Wood 
Co is dividing it up, $50,000.00 this Fall and $50,000.00 next Spring. Our portion that 
SPUMC will be getting is based on how many children that we pack for is $3,750.00 
to spend Oct.1,2020 through Dec.31,2020. We will be funded for the whole school 
year.

We have already started packing the week of Sept.28, 2020. Our next meeting will 
be Nov. 5, 2020 @6:30 pm. If anyone would like to volunteer for this program please 

contact me @ (304)210-2200 .
The Silver Plate for the month of Oct. Is Thrive. Thrive is a Community 

Resource program in which based off of family size and given the experience where 
they can meet their needs. They can come once a month. If they need help more 
often than that, they are encouraged to enroll in case management, where they will 
get help why they are not able to have enough food for a month.    Thrive include 
services for food, household cleaning supplies and clothes.  Thank you.

Submitted by:  Dale McMahan



Memory Verse

In the scripture leading up to this Memory Verse, Paul was given a thorn in his flesh 

to torment him.  Paul pleaded with the Lord to remove the thorn, but God responded 

with the Memory Verse above.  The answer was not what Paul initially hoped for or 

expected, and we often close our ears to God if He responds in a way we did not hope for 

or expect.

Instead of removing the thorn from Paul’s life, God gave and would keep giving His 

Grace to Paul.  God told Paul that the grace given to him was sufficient to meet his every 

need.  Paul was desperate in his desire to find relief from the thorn, but there are two 

ways of providing relief. It can come by removing the thorn or by strengthening the body 

that bears the thorn. Instead of taking away the thorn, God strengthened Paul under it, 

and God would show His strength through Paul’s apparent weakness.

To do this, Paul had to believe that God’s Grace is sufficient.  However, we really 

don’t believe God’s Grace is sufficient until we believe we are insufficient. For many of us, 

especially in American culture, this is a huge obstacle. We are the people who idolize the 

“self-made man” and want to rely on ourselves. But we can’t receive God’s strength until 

we know our weakness. We can’t receive the sufficiency of God’s Grace until we know our 

own insufficiency.

David Guzik



United Methodist Women

United Methodist Women held their September meeting. We discussed the 
opportunities we have as a global church to reach people in the name of Christ. It is 
October already, and in this month we usually celebrate UNDIE SUNDAY! So if you 
care to participate during the whole month of October, please bring any under 
garment to church with you and there will be a container at the front door. We 
can “drop our drawers” (ha ha) when we come to worship the living Savior who has 
abundantly blessed us. The items need to be packaged. We do not know the 
destination of the undergarments, but will let you know in the November issue. 
Thanks so much! 

Sandy Sinnett

“If you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your 

Father will not forgive your sins.” 
Matthew 6:14-15 

Jesus’ teaching here at the end of the Lord’s Prayer might be confusing. It 
almost sounds as if we have to earn God’s forgiveness by forgiving others. But we 
also know that through faith in Jesus, we are already forgiven by God (Acts 2:38; 
Romans 3-8). So we need a different kind of thinking here.

Think of an old kitchen sponge that hasn’t been used for a long time. When 
you put it under the tap, the water runs right over the sponge. But if you set the 
sponge in a bucket of water for a few minutes, it softens and becomes usable again. 
Our hearts can be like that too. When we hold onto resentments and bitterness, 
nursing our anger, we can become as hard as a rock, and God’s grace for us will be 
like water running over a rock. It doesn’t soak in. 

But when we are open to forgiving others, we become soft like a moistened 
sponge. The Lord’s deep grace soaks in and saturates our hearts, and we become 
available to share his grace. Just as a wet sponge moistens other things when it 
touches them, we can share grace, helping to wipe others’ dirt away as we forgive 
others. As Colossians 3:13 puts it, “Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” 

Dying to our accumulated resentment, anger, and bitterness softens our hearts 
to receive God’s amazing grace and to share it freely with others. 

Forgiveness



Gratitude

In life, our expectations often exceed reality.  Our expectations can then 

become anchors for how we evaluate our lives and our own sense of happiness. 
They also make us fixate on what could or should have been, not what is right in 
front of us. When reality doesn't line up with our expectations, unhappiness, 
resentment, and anxiety usually follow.  These negative feelings can intensify 
when we sense uncertainty. We get anxious about our hopes, goals, and 
dreams for the future when we feel like everything's unpredictable.  Yet, it's not 
impossible to be happy when life throws us a curveball and the future seems 
uncertain. 

How can we find joy when things feel chaotic?...  Gratitude…  When we're 
grateful, we can let go of our expectations and that can lead to greater 
happiness and life satisfaction, no matter how uncertain the present is—or the 
future may be.  Gratitude lets us appreciate what truly matters in the moment. 
If focuses on what we have, not on what we don’t have.  That can go a long way 
toward improving your perspective, self-esteem, and overall sense of happiness. 
It's impossible to predict the future. Still, many of us try—even during uncertain 
times—and we're disappointed when our predictions don't pan out.  That can 
make life less enjoyable and more stressful than it has to be. It can also blind us 
to the value of what we already have.

Gratitude can counteract that.  It can help us let go of negative emotions 
so we can enjoy what we have now.  In unpredictable times, gratitude can do 
much more. It can empower us to handle stress better and recover from 
adversity faster. 

"Enjoy the little things in life because one day you'll look back and 
realize they were the big things."

- Robert Brault

"We do not remember days; we remember moments." 
- Cesare Pavese

Source: Commonwealth August 2020 Visual Insights Newsletter – “How to be Happy when 
Life doesn’t go as Planned”



“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
Matthew 5:9 

The concept of peace here is based on the meaning of the Hebrew word 
shalom. Shalom refers to a way of life in which justice, peace, goodness, 
rightness, and flourishing abound for all people. This is life as God intends it to 
be, in which everyone lives in harmony with God and with their neighbors.

Jesus came to bring and restore us to peace with God (John 16:33; Romans 
5:1). And now we are invited to be peacemakers together with Jesus. Just as he is 
the Son of God, so we become children of God as we join in his mission of 
peacemaking. 

Shalom-making involves everything we do—in our work and play, in the 
way we handle our finances, in all our relationships with family, friends, and 
neighbors. Shalom guides us to build unity across racial differences, break down 
barriers that keep people in poverty, call for legislation that helps life to flourish, 
and point to God’s way of living that brings full life for all, including care for God’s 
creation. 

Christian worship often closes with a blessing of peace on the people who 
are gathered, so that they may go out to share God’s peace with others 
(Numbers 6:24-26): 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 

Source:  Today Devotional - By Syd Hielema, September 12th , 2020

Peacemakers

Advice from a Tree



A man was helping his wife for the fourth time that week, and he was tired of
doing the dishes. “You know,” he said, “this isn’t really men’s work. I’m just trying to
be helpful.” His wife answered, “You’re wrong, and the Bible says so.” She then told
him to read 2 Kings 21:13, which reads, “I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of
Samaria, and the plummet of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe out Jerusalem as a
man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down.”

You never know what you may find when you read the Bible, do you? There
just may be a whole lot more that you never knew. It is worth spending time finding
out!

Surprises in the Bible

A Big Payday!!!

While working with my church to deliver lunches to elderly shut-ins, I used to
take my four-year-old daughter on my rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued by the
various appliances of old age, particularly the canes, walkers, and wheelchairs. One
day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. As I braced for the
inevitable questions, she merely turned and whispered, “The tooth fairy will never
believe this!”

A husband, trying to prove to his wife that women talk more than men,
showed her a study which indicated that men use about 15,000 words a day,
whereas women use 30,000 words a day. She thought about it, and then she told
him that women use twice as many words as men because they must repeat
everything they say. Stunned at her response, the husband said, “What?”

Who Talks the Most?

the Children of Israel

“Daddy, I want to ask you a question,” said little Bobby after his first day in
Sunday school. “Yes, Bobby, what is it?“ “The teacher read the Bible to us. It was
about the children of Israel building the temple, the children of Israel crossing the Red
Sea, and the children of Israel making sacrifices. Didn’t the grown-ups do anything?”

Source:  Church of Christ Newsletter “House to House – Heart to Heart”



Overwhelmed?

Bible Quiz

This  Month’s quiz is about  Prophets in the Bible… You can find, or check, your 
answers in the scripture noted at the bottom of this page…  Good Luck!!!

1. Which Prophet predicted the murder of the children when Jesus was a young child?
2. Which Prophet predicted that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem?
3. Who told Herod about the prophecy concerning where Jesus would be born?
4. Who prophesied Jesus’ coming as “a Rod from the stem of Jesse?”
5. Which Prophet predicted Jesus’ riding into Jerusalem?
6. Zechariah prophesied that Jesus would be betrayed for what amount?
7. David prophesied that as Jesus was crucified, that they would give Him what to 

drink?
8. Who prophesied of Jesus’ crucifixion that “that they will look on Me whom they 

pierced?” 
9. Who prophesied that Jesus would be “numbered with the transgressors?”
10. Who prophesied that a “virgin shall conceive and bear a Son?”

Bible Quiz Scripture:  1. Jeremiah 31:15… 2. Micah 5:2… 3. Matthew 2:1-16… 4. Isaiah 11:1-5…                           
5. Zechariah 9:9…  6. Zechariah 11:12… 7. Mark 15:36… 8. Zechariah 12:10… 9. Isaiah 53:12… 10. Isaiah 7:14…

If any word describes life in the 21st century, it’s overwhelming.   It doesn’t 
matter if we are single or married, or if we stay at home or work at an outside job.  
Even with all of our modern conveniences, we never seem to get on top of things.  
There’s always one more thing to do; always one more hug to give, one more call to 
answer, and one more crisis to solve. 

Life never gives up.  It’s overwhelming.  And it becomes more overwhelming 
when we get so busy we forget our Source of strength and sanity.  When we forget to 
pray.  May we never overlook this vital connection with God.  Our Lord loves us.  He is 
not surprised when we are overwhelmed;  He is not afraid of our complaints.  He is 
ready to answer when we cry out for mercy and strength.  

While God hears silent prayers, it is the cry of His people that seems to get the 
ear of God and move His hand more dramatically.  When we cry out, we admit that we 
cannot help ourselves and we need His help.  God is there.  And He does not want us 
to be silent.  

Source: Strength & Grace Daily Devotions, April/May 2020. 


