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Pastor’s Message

I have been overwhelmed with cards, notes, and tokens of 

your appreciation during Pastor Appreciation Month. I cannot express to 

you how thrilled I am to be your pastor and hope to continue to deliver 

God's word!  Thanks to all of you! 

A reminder that beginning on Wednesday November 3rd , we will 

have a Bible study through the book of Revelation.  Times will be 11 AM for 

those who do not wish to come out at night, and 6:30 PM for the evening 

service.  Please bring your personal Bible to these services.  

Your Servant in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Edward Craft, B.S.; M. Div.; O.E.
Cell Phone:  304-703-2957
Email: edwardcraft@me.com
Church Office:  304-428-1195
Church Email:  spumc1813@gmail.com
Website:  southparkersburgumc.org

mailto:spumc1813@gmail.com


Our Angels 
singing in 
church on 

Sunday morning 
October 24th

The Spooky Spaghetti luncheon Youth Fundraiser held in the CFC on 
Sunday, October 24th, following the church service.  Our youth and 

their adult support staff provided a great meal for all the attendees!!!

Children & Youth Ministry

Caleb Lucas, one of 
our youth group 

members, 
operating the 

cameras during our 
church service

Fall Festival

Thanks to the many volunteers who helped set up the 
CFC for the Fall Festival!!!



Fall Festival (continued)

Kids and Adults in Costumes… Playing Games… Eating Food… Having Fun!!! 
Thanks to all  who planned the Fall Festival, coordinated the games and 

activities, and attended  the event… A great evening of fun and fellowship…



Trustee Emeritus

Garry Gumm has been a familiar face 
to South Parkersburg UMC for many 
years. He always greeted us with a 

smile and encouraging words. Due to 
the Pandemic and some health 

issues, Garry was sidelined for much 
of the past year. The Trustees and 

Church Council wanted to honor and 
encourage him, so a resolution was 

unanimously passed to elect Garry as 
a Trustee Emeritus. This position 

makes him a permanent honorary 
trustee. He was recently presented 

with a plaque to this effect. 
Congratulations Garry!

Thanks to everyone who participated in the church work day… Trash even got 
thrown out of our attic window!!!

SPUMC Work Day 

Monday, November 1st



College Student Outreach

Below are the names and addresses of those attending college from the SPUMC 

family.  Please consider sending them a note of encouragement or a card as they 

continue the Fall Semester.  

Hayden Chaddock

622 Madison Ave.

Parkersburg, WV 26101

Major: Welding

Sarah Craft

1820 Mt. Vernon Circle

Parkersburg, WV 26101

WV School of Osteopathic

Medicine – In Rotations…

Makenna Gibson

Room 208 Summit Hall

211 Grant Ave.

Morgantown, WV 26505

Major: Undecided

Dylan Cox

University of Mount Union,

Box #381

1972 Clark Ave.

Alliance, OH 44601-3929

Major: Sports Medicine

Beth Lowther

6001 S. Kings Highway

Site R4

Myrtle Beach, SC 29575

Coastal Carolina University

Major: Graphic Design

Davon Hampton

82 Dover Dr.

Mineral Wells, 26150

WVU-Parkersburg

Madison Hoover 

2356 Capitol Drive

Parkersburg, WV 26101

Ohio Valley University

Interdisciplinary Studies 

Graduating in  Dec. 2021

Abbie Gibbs

Room #432-A2

600-602 North High St.

Morgantown, WV 26505

Major: Nursing

Michaela Hupp

1810 Rayon Drive

Parkersburg, WV 26101

WVU-Parkersburg

Major:  Early Childhood 

Development

Megan Kesterson Smith

2613 Broad St.

Parkersburg, WV 26101

WVU-Parkersburg

Major: Graphic Design & 

Media Communications

Emma Hyson

University of Charleston

2300 MacCorkle Ave. SE,

Apt. 303

Charleston, WV 25304

Pharmacy School

Dylan McCoy

82 Dover Dr.

Mineral Wells, 26150

WVU-Parkersburg

Major: Criminal Justice

Drew Sams

350 Wedgewood Dr.

Apt. 1121

Morgantown, WV 26505

Major:  Sports Management 

& Marketing

Mercedes “Sadie” Nelson

Buskirk Hall, Rm/Box 605

1738 College Ave.

Huntington, WV 25703-9600

Major: Game/Graphic Design

Respectfully Submitted by Melissa Kuhl
IS YOUR COLLEGE STUDENT MISSING? DO WE HAVE 

INCORRECT OR INCOMPLETE INFORMATION?  Please 

share new or updated information with Ashley in the 

church office or Melissa Kuhl via Facebook Messenger or 

email makuhl@cascable.net



The offerings received will be earmarked as repayment of 

the balance outstanding in our Contingency Fund.  $3,740 

was borrowed from that fund October 2020, when our 

Building & Improvement Fund was empty, and it became 

necessary to replace the A/C unit in the children’s basement

wing of the church. $3,740 was transferred from our Contingency Fund into our

Building and Improvement Fund to pay on that unit. To date, $2,275.84 has been

received reducing that loan balance to $1,464.16. Our goal is to pay off that balance this

November. It’s been one year.

Our Contingency Fund is an interest-bearing, savings-account-type fund. It ideally

contains a balance of enough money to run our church for a couple months or to be used

on an emergency repair to the physical property. When money is pulled from this

account, the responsibility is to begin replacing it immediately and systematically, to be

ready for the next unexpected need. It could be compared to a “rainy-day” fund for your

home. Good stewards never allow this fund to run dry. Thank you to all who can

participate in this type of “second-mile” giving.

If you have been blessed during this pandemic with good health and an income to meet
your financial needs, please use this opportunity to give a second mile gift to help
finance the cost of this need for our church. Only God knows the lives that have been
changed in the past and for future generations as we maintain the physical structure of
this building that our ancestors, over a period of nearly 100 years now.

2 Corinthians 9:6-9: “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is 

able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work.” 

November Silver Plate Second Mile Giving is designated to SPUMC Building and 
Improvement Fund. However, there will be an additional opportunity for second mile 
giving on the first Sunday of November.  With hunting season just around the corner, 
thousands of hunters in West Virginia are preparing to head into the woods. 
Mountaineer Food Bank is encouraging hunters to combine their love of the outdoors 
with the Hunters Helping the Hungry program by donating their unneeded deer to feed 
the hungry.  Participating churches can help immensely by donating just a few dollars 
per member toward the cost of processing that meat.  There will be special baskets at 
each exit, for your HHH gift on November 7, or you may mail your designated dollar(s) 
to the church with your tithes and offerings.  If you mail your gift, please mark the 
envelope Attention: Financial Secretary.  THANK YOU !

Submitted by Kay Wilhelm

The Sept. Silver Plate offering for Grace of God Food Pantry was $ 650.00.   THANK YOU !!    
The October offering total to Thrive is pending. The Silver Plates for the month of 

November are designated to our SPUMC Building and Improvement Fund.  

Stewardship Alert



Finance Committee Report

During the month of September, the church’s operating expenses exceeded 
operating revenues by relatively small amount resulting in a $375 deficit for the 
month.   However, the Year-to-date deficit for the church remains high at just under 
$10,000.

Larry Sexauer – Finance Committee Chairperson 

Faithful Friends Ministry

Get an early start on your Christmas cards by remembering our Faithful 
Friends. There will soon be a list of names downstairs, along with a basket where you 
can place your cards. If you don't have Christmas cards, feel free to write a note and 
Christmas greeting reminding them they are loved and remembered. As always, no 
addresses or stamps are needed since the cards will be delivered. You will brighten 
our Friends' Christmas and you will be blessed too. Thank you for participating in this 
important ministry.

Bonnie & Jim Dennis

Thanksgiving Dinner in the CFC!!!

Happy Fall, y’all!! 

It’s the time of year again when we think about pumpkins and cooler weather 

and Thanksgiving Dinner in the CFC!!! We have sign-up sheets at the back of the 

sanctuary, over in the wing by the classrooms, and downstairs on the welcome 

desk.  We will also be circulating them in the Sunday School classes. There are 

two sheets: one for food and one for help with set up and clean up.  The church 

will be providing the turkey and gravy and the ham. We will begin serving right 

after worship service on November 21, 2021 at 11 o’clock. There will be no 

Sunday School, SPARK, or Youth that day since everyone will be taking a nap that 

afternoon. Looking forward to seeing everyone. 

Our Little Free Library outside the church welcomes 
donations of books for both children & adults.  We need 

to keep our library restocked so those who wish to borrow 
and read them have a good supply  of reading material to 

choose from.  Thank you for your support!!!

SPUMC Outdoor Library



United Methodist Women

It’s A Bridal Shower!!!...  The United Methodist Women will be hosting a Bridal 

Shower for Melissa Kuhl (Scott Hupp) on Sunday afternoon, November 14th from 3 

to 5 pm in the CFC. All women of the church are invited to attend!  Our couple is 

combining two homes into one and getting new things is always fun! Selecting the 

perfect gift can be hard, your choice: household, personal or a gift card! In case you 

can’t attend but would like to send a gift, there will be a basket in the basement to 

place gifts in the day of the shower. Gift Card Suggestions: Lowe’s, Wal-Mart, Target, 

Bed, Bath & Beyond, Home Depot, Ollies, Amazon, Kroger’s, or a restaurant

Jill Youell

The minutes and treasurer’s report from our October 12th meeting were 
approved.  Nancy Russell presented the Devotion - “The first second after you die…”. 
We received prayer requests and remembered those who were in need of our 
prayers.

A packet of information was handed each lady as the entered the meeting. 
Melissa Kuhl reported that cards and other items were mailed to our students.  Her 
report also included upcoming events.  Thank you Melissa for your ministry!!!

The fall celebration plans are moving positively along for the event planned for 
Sunday, October 31st from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in the CFC.  This event is for both children 
& adults and feel free to invite guests to this celebration.  

The bereavement committee would like to survey the congregation so there 
will be a bulletin insert or a notice in the news.

We have decided to have a Thanksgiving meal and use caution as our guide. 
We will provide the turkey and others are encouraged bring their favorite side dish 
or desserts. Sign-up sheets are available in the church.  The meal will be served after 
the morning service on November 21st.  At our November meeting the plans will be 
finalized.

We were given the opportunity to minister to our faithful friends, and a new 
chairman was chosen to direct this ministry. Thank you Betty Doan. In the past cards 
have been mailed out to our sisters in Christ during a sickness or death. Sister 
Carolyn Pearson has agreed to chair this ministry and we appreciate her for doing 
this much needed task. 

Our next meeting will be November 9th at 6:30. Please try to be there and 
support these on going ministries. We are trying to decide if there is enough interest 
to have another season of “Ministry tree” displays in our CFC as we did before Covid 
hit. If your ministry is interested, please let us know, so we can plan this for 
Christmas time. It does make the CFC look nice. 
In His Service,

Sandy Sinnett



Freedom is powerful... It's a gift… A treasure...  The most significant, 
important gifts in life are always worth fighting for. And often, they come with a 
great price. They are not free. Somewhere along the way, someone paid dearly for 
the liberties we enjoy so freely today. But sometimes, we forget. It’s easy to take 
them for granted. We enjoy freedom, but most of us alive today have always had 
it. We may not even be fully aware of just how many men and women have paid 
dearly for the gifts we enjoy today. The price was paid through many long years.  
For all those who have protected our nation, for the men and women in uniform 
today, together, we say "Thank You.“

There’s great power and strength in the loyalty of your service, because of 
these things:

• There's power in unity and standing strong together.
• There's power in fighting on behalf of our nation, and for those who cannot 

fight for themselves.
• There's power in rising up in courage, pursuing victory for what is right.
• There's power in knowing that God Himself fights on our behalf.
• There's power in prayer and in the One who sets us truly free.

Thank you for reminding us that there’s incredible love and sacrifice 
displayed when one is willing to stand strong and fight for freedom. This service of 
love and sacrifice on behalf of all people, points us directly to the greatest love of 
all, the very gift and sacrifice of Christ. Our Savior was willing to pay the ultimate 
price, so that we can live free…  Forever...  “Thanks be to God for His indescribable 
gift!” 2 Cor. 9:15.  Remembering today. And thankful that so many have been 
willing to pay a great price for our freedom. May God help us to live so bravely 
today…

Debbie McDaniel

Salute to Veterans

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+9:15


Thankfulness

The next footsteps in the corridor, he knew, might be those of the guards taking him 
away to his execution. His only bed was the hard, cold stone floor of the dank, cramped prison 
cell. Not an hour passed when he was free from the constant irritation of the chains and the 
pain of the iron manacles cutting into his wrists and legs.  Separated from friends, unjustly 
accused, brutally treated—if ever a person had a right to complain, it was this man, languishing 
almost forgotten in a harsh Roman prison. But instead of complaints, his lips rang with words of 
praise and thanksgiving!  The man was the Apostle Paul—a man who had learned the meaning 
of true thanksgiving, even in the midst of great adversity. Earlier, when he had been imprisoned 
in Rome, Paul wrote, “Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to 
God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:19-20, NIV).

Think of it: Always giving thanks for everything—no matter the circumstances! 
Thanksgiving for the Apostle Paul was not a once-a-year celebration, but a daily reality that 
changed his life and made him a joyful person in every situation.  Thanksgiving, the giving of 
thanks, to God for all His blessings should be one of the most distinctive marks of the believer in 
Jesus Christ.  We must not allow a spirit of ingratitude to harden our heart and chill our 
relationship with God and with others.  Nothing turns us into bitter, selfish, dissatisfied people 
more quickly than an ungrateful heart. And nothing will do more to restore contentment and 
the joy of our salvation than a true spirit of thankfulness.

In the ancient world, leprosy was a terrible disease. It hopelessly disfigured those who 
had it, and it permanently cut them off from normal society. Without exception, every leper 
yearned for one thing - To be healed.  One day 10 lepers approached Jesus outside a village, 
loudly pleading with Him to heal them. In an instant He restored them all to perfect health—but 
only one came back and thanked Him. All the rest left without a word of thanks, their minds 
preoccupied only with themselves, gripped with a spirit of ingratitude.

Today, too, ingratitude and thanklessness are far too common. Common courtesy is 
scorned. We take for granted the ways that others help us. Above all, we fail to thank God for 
His blessings.  Ingratitude is a sin, just as surely as is lying or stealing or immorality or any other 
sin condemned by the Bible. One of the Bible’s indictments against rebellious humanity is that 
“although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him” (Romans 
1:21, NIV). An ungrateful heart is a heart that is cold toward God and indifferent to His mercy 
and love. It is a heart that has forgotten how dependent we are on God for everything.

From one end of the Bible to the other, we are commanded to be thankful. In fact, 
thankfulness is the natural outflowing of a heart that is attuned to God. The psalmist declared, 
“Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving” (Psalm 147:7, NIV). Paul wrote, “Be thankful” (Colossians 
3:15, NIV). A spirit of thanksgiving is always the mark of a joyous Christian.  Why should we be 
thankful? Because God has blessed us, and we should be thankful for each blessing.

Reverend Billy Graham

The article below by the Reverend Billy Graham is being printed again as we approach our 
annual Thanksgiving holiday… However, its message of Thankfulness should always be part of 

our daily Christian lives… 



Prayer List 

Charlene Syms
Rev. Carroll McCauley
Dorothy McCauley
Helen Boone
Chester Keener
Tim McFee
Chuck Peters
Jackie Scott
Geraldine Byers
Lisa Hall
Paul Lucas Jr.
Jerry Rembold
Vicky Shuman
June McNickle
Sue Hathaway
Lindsay Marsh
Sue Wright
Alice Miller
Dora Wright
Haiti Missionaries
Jim Braden’s Co-Workers

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYhNj9rIzeAhXyRt8KHX9UDMkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://getdrawings.com/praying-hands-drawing-tutorial&psig=AOvVaw0a-3s4otOjTSna7MM-jYL_&ust=1539827065285791


Bible Quiz

This  Month’s Bible Quiz is about names beginning with the letter “A”…  Answers can be 

found, or checked, in the scripture noted at the end of each question…  Good Luck!!!

1. Who was Moses’s older brother?   (Exodus 7:1)
2. Who was the Father of Moses?   (Exodus 6:18-20)
3. Who was Nabel’s wife who later married King David?   (1 Samuel 25:14-42)
4. Who was the son of David who raped his half-sister?   (2 Samuel 13:1-18)
5. Who was David’s female companion in his last days?   (1 Kings 1:1-4)
6. Who was the wicked king married to Jezebel?   (1 Kings 16:29-31)
7. Sluggards were told to go to these insects   (Proverbs 6:6-8)
8. What was the precious container broken to anoint Jesus?   (Matthew 26:7)
9. What was the term Jesus called His Father in Gethsemane?   (Mark 14:36)
10. Who was the High Priest that Jesus appeared before?   (John 18:12-24)

The Perfect Turkey for Thanksgiving

In the quest to cook the perfect dinner for Thanksgiving, people always try 
to get the best “advice” from family and friends… Below are some helpful 

hints from elementary school children in our area:

• First you kill a turkey.  Then you take the heart out and take out the 
gizzard, the brain, and the eyeballs.  Then you cook it…

- Miranda Brock, 2nd Grade, Gihon School

• Cook it over a stove.  It’s done when it’s burning.
- Dusty Wright, 1st Grade, McKinley School

• Put it in the oven – REAL HOT.   Open the lid and check.  When it is all 
sweaty, it’s done.

- Justin Smith, 1st Grade, McKinley School

• To fix a Thanksgiving Feast, you use turkey and other things with a prayer.
- Travis Garrison, 2nd Grade, Gihon School

• The best way to prepare a turkey is probably to go to Grandma’s house to 
eat.

- Jodi Bolen, 2nd Grade, Fairplains


