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Spiritual Nourishment
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained
that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. "I've gone to church for 30
years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard over 1,500 sermons. But for
the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my
time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all." This started a
real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column in the newspaper that went
on for weeks until someone wrote the following letter…
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some
32,000 meals for me. But for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a
single one of those meals. But I do know this... They all nourished me and gave me
the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me those meals, I
would not be physically alive today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for
spiritual “nourishment” all those years, I would not be spiritually alive today."

Thank God for our Physical and Spiritual Nourishment!!!

March’s Outreach Ministry
Young Life
“Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he
will not depart from it” ~ Proverbs 22:6
It is our responsibility as Christians to instill the word of God in our children
and the children of our community. March’s Outreach Ministry is Young Life.
Young Life is an organization whose mission is to introduce middle school, high
school, and college-aged students to Jesus Christ and to help them grow in their
faith. This organization has ministered to kids in all 50 states and around the
world. The local club consists of around 30 high school students that meet once a
week to fellowship, pray, and explore the Bible. They are surrounded in an
atmosphere of love without judgement and are given the opportunity to ask
questions about Jesus that they may not be able to ask elsewhere.
This club is open to anyone who wants to join and they are always looking
to spread the word of God to as many as possible. Please join us in March to
support this important ministry through your second mile giving. Your donation
will help area youth attend camp this summer where they will learn more about
themselves and their peers thru team building activities that are based on faith
and trust in God.

Submitted by:

Stephanie Gibbs

In Memory
A Saint of our Church, George Earl
McNemar, age 67, a lifelong resident of
Parkersburg, passed away on Friday,
February 1st at Camden Clark Medical
Center
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by
death. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our
Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.

“The Gift of Life” - By George McNemar
There once was a Donor somewhere out there
From California, I believe, but I’m not sure where.
He lost his life accidentally
But saved some others, one of them being me.
To me his liver he graciously did give,
So that my body could continue to live.
His heart, his kidneys, his lungs, I’m sure
Were donated to others so life may endure.
How grateful I am, I cannot express
But pray to God may he rest in peace.
You see my life would have cease to be
Had he not given his liver to me.
There are so many others whose life may end
Because there aren’t enough donors , just like him.
Hundreds of organs are placed in a grave,
That someone’s life, they maybe could save.
God gave the doctor, the nurse, and the surgeon
The skills they need to save a person.
To him I owe the years ahead
Had it not been for him, I too could be dead.
Some day, some how, on down life’s road,
My legs will cease to carry the load.
Oh God Almighty, when this day arrives,
Allow my body’s organs to save other’s lives.
To all on earth whose life must end,
Please help someone else continue to live.
There are so many others just like me,
That without a Donor, life would cease to be.
All it takes is a minute or two,
And I promise that God will bless you.
What more can you give to any who beckons,
Then the Gift of Life with all God’s blessings.

New Church Members
On Sunday, February 17th, we welcomed new members to our church family – Dale &
Carol McMahan and Janet & Ralph McNemar…

Here in this church, people have gathered seeking a higher purpose and a deeper
life than they could find alone. We are grateful today for each one of you, that
you have found your way here, and that you have decided to make a
commitment to this community of faith. We hope that as member of this church
you will allow yourselves to know and to be known, to minister to and to be
ministered unto, to love and to be loved, by this congregation.

Baptisms

Rejoicing with our brothers and sister in Christ at their baptisms on Sunday,
February 24th … Welcome - Mary McCrady, Chris Smith, and Ralph McNemar!!!

Stewardship
Alert !
Stewardship Committee Members
Jan Barnes, Jerry Baum, Jim Braden, Anna Deem, Stephanie Gibbs, Michaela Hupp,
Pastor Jim Plyburn, Sam Sams, Mike Kidd, and Kay & Brent Wilhelm
Ex officio – Tammy Lewis – non-attending
❑ The year-to-date Gold Plate offerings are averaging $3,561.16 – That is less than our needed
weekly average of $3,825.00 to meet the 2019 budget for General Operating Expenses, which
covers utilities, supplies, fees, insurance, maintenance, salaries, all children and adult
ministries, apportionments and CFC expenses.
❑ Our Second Mile, Silver Plate offerings year-to date have provided $3,100.00 to a member of
our congregation who suffered a serious home fire, along with nearly $900.00 for Latrobe St.
Mission to help our fellow Parkersburg citizens who are facing misfortune in their lives, and
most recently $1,062.00 to the Grace of God Food Pantry to help South Parkersburg individuals
or families needing food or home utility assistance.
❑ The March Silver Plate appeal is for support to the Young Life organization. Young Life is a
National Program (nondenominational) to introduce adolescents to Jesus Christ and help them
grow in their faith. The vision is for every young person in the Mid Ohio Valley to experience
the love of Jesus from a caring adult. Teenagers are invited to experience life as God designed
it to be lived. In our area, there are up to 25 high school students from Parkersburg South High
School that meet every Monday night at different student’s homes to read the Bible, discuss,
and pray. They also have Club meetings at DM’s Pizza. These teens are seeking to know more
about the Lord. Young Life promises 3 things: you’ll have outrageous fun, you’ll always belong
and we’ll talk about what really matters in life – including God’s extravagant love for you.
Young Life is supported solely by churches and donations. Our own Nick Reed has been
actively involved in the Young Life Ministry since college. Please see our SPUMC Ministry
booklet distributed at the beginning of 2019 for details on how you can become involved
beyond your Silver Plate monetary gift.
❑ Our church and CFC security system is fully installed and operational. Fourteen cameras, along
with Wi-fi connections and monitoring systems are installed and working. Ken Pritchard, with
his security team and Rick Deem, Trustee chairman, along with designated individuals are
assisting with the monitoring. Total cost of the project was $6,281.10. Memorial funds
honoring the memory of Cecil Thorne, Mildred Hissam, Wilma Thompson, Kathleen Allman,
Lora Bumgarner, Russ Miller, Iris Smith, and Claudia Adams, along with Second Mile giving have
fully funded the cost of the system. Thanks to all who participated in this endeavor to help
make SPUMC a safer environment for our children and adults.
❑ During the financial planning for year of 2019, the decision was made to use our silver plate
second mile giving for outreach ministries rather than internal projects, due to the necessity of
removing outreach from our budget. However, memorial projects will continue to be
evaluated and prioritized. There is currently a balance of memorial funds bequeathed by Rolla
Daugherty and an additional donation given undesignated in memory of Abe Wright (Kathryn
Miller’s father). In addition, there is a balance of memorial funds in memory of Cecil Thorne
designated for the youth program, and for Helen Riddle designated for the SPUMC music
program.
Thank you again for your prayerful consideration in being good stewards of God’s amazing gifts …
Your Body ~ Your Time ~ Your Talent ~ Your Money ~ Your Environment
~ and most importantly, Your Soul
Submitted by

Kay Wilhelm

United Methodist Men
Jerry Baum is our President for year 2019. Our next monthly meeting is
Tuesday. March 12th , at 6:00 p.m. in the private room at DM’s Pizza Place on Rt. 95.
All men of the church, W E L C O M E !!
The UMM enjoyed a successful Dinner & Movie evening Friday, February 22.
They fellowshipped in the CFC while eating soup, sandwiches, and desserts, then
adjourned to the church to watch the inspirational movie, “God’s not Dead, 2.”
Those in attendance were: Pastor Jim Plyburn, Jerry Baum, Bruce Bumgarner, Jimmy
Youell, Randy Bradley, Jim Braden, JD Hoover, Brad Lewis, Ken Pritchard, Brent
Wilhelm, and Garry Gumm.
The collection of toiletry items for the Salvation Army was a success, with
hundreds of items being donated for those in need. Greeting cards are periodically
sent to our shut-ins, reminding them they are in our thoughts and prayers. Our
president, Jerry Baum, was chief overseer of our Biggest Big Sale in over 10 years !
Thank you Jerry, and all your faithful helpers on this massive undertaking. Larry
Sexauer, along with his cleanup crew, incredibly brought the CFC back to pre-sale
condition in only one day - AMAZING!
Storage shelves are being built and financed in the CFC by the UMM. Bruce
Bumgarner and Rick Deem are doing the actual construction, along with flipping the
door into the meeting room closet, freeing additional storage space and ease of
entry. The free-standing panel in the men’s restroom was refinished and painted by
Jimmy Youell and Brent Wilhelm, along with replacing the missing legs for the youth
room sofa. We are always in need of men with “handyman” skills (or just a heart to
help) who are willing to donate a little or a lot of time to our church – both are
greatly needed. The UM Women have multiple totes filled with seasonal
decorations which will be stored on the shelves. Extra supplies, along with cleaning
products and sweepers are stored in the supply closet.
At the next regular meeting, the UMM will be brainstorming additional small
projects they can do to make improvements in our Church or Christian Fellowship
Center. An additional focus will be finding ways to enhance relationships with those
former saints of our church who are no longer able to actively participate in worship
and/or fellowship activities of SPUMC. Men, please come out and join us and help
plan our spring activities. We need your ideas AND your help !!! We always have a
good time and great Christian fellowship.

Submitted by:

Brent Wilhelm

United Methodist Women
An on-going mission of the UMW is to provide Bereavement Baskets for members
who have lost loved ones. Recently we have lost several long time members of our church
and we are in need of the following items: Napkins, paper plates, cups, bowls, plastic
silverware, tissues, hand sanitizer, Thank You cards. Also baskets/containers to hold the
items. All donations to support this critical ministry are greatly appreciated.
The United Methodist Women will be sponsoring a food handlers class in the CFC
on APRIL 9,2019 at 6:00PM. This is open to the entire church including any youth who
work in the kitchen at any event. It is required by the State of WV for anyone who serves
food.

Karen Dent
Women, here's your invitation to attend the Spiritual Growth Retreat at Cedar
Lakes, in Ripley, West Virginia, on March 22nd and 23rd. It is a fun time of fellowship and
worship. We are celebrating 150 years of existence. The speaker for the event is M.
Garlinda Burton and special music is provided by Morris Memorial Praise Band.
Registration needs to be submitted by March 8. Some of us are commuting to the
event. There are delicious meals served and again very good fellowship. If you prefer to
stay overnight there are accommodations provided.
The Spiritual growth retreat is also a place to turn in our pop tabs. If you have any
and want me to take them with me, I would appreciate getting them by March 17th
(Sunday) attenders or Wednesday March 20 (Wednesday attenders) There is a book
exchange for missions also, you can bring a book and take a book for $1. If you want to
send books with me I will take them, but of course you need to be present to select books
that may interest your reading tastes. You can contact me about attending, sending books,
or leaving pop tabs with me at church.
This is our time to come together and learn who we are as an organization and
where are future is headed. Think about joining us, you will not forget the experience.
At the beginning of the year I made an attempt to collect all the names of veterans.
I asked a few men directly if they had served, but I was not able to contact all the men.
SO, if you are a veteran of any service, I would like to have your name. A more concise list
of veterans is being created so that our veterans can better be appreciated on your special
day. You can call and leave a voice mail, leaving your name and I will record it. My number
is 304-485-4184. It is preferred that the men are attending this church, but if a veteran is
NOT currently attending, then I’ll want their name also. Thank you for your cooperation in
this matter and it will greatly help us plan a veteran celebration event at the church this
coming Fall.

Sandy Sinnett

BIBLE QUIZ
The questions in this month’s newsletter are about Men in the New
Testament… After each question, there are parenthesis showing you where
you can find, or check, your answers. Good Luck!!!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

My voice was taken away until my son John was born… Who am I?
(Luke 1:18-20)
I was the chief tax collector in Jericho who climbed up a sycamore tree to
see Jesus… Who am I? (Luke 19:1-5)
I was stoned to death for my belief in Jesus… Who am I? (Acts 7:59-60)
I was in prison with Paul praying and singing praise to God… Who am I?
(Acts: 16:25)
I was a follower of Jesus, but I am not one of the 12 disciples… Who am
I? (Mark 2:13-15)
I was a Pharisee and member of the ruling council who asked Jesus how
to be born again… Who am I? (John 3:1-4)
I was the disciple that did not believe in the resurrection of Jesus… Who
am I? (John 20:24-29)
I wrote a letter to the seven churches while I was on the island of
Patmos… Who am I? (Revelation 1:9-11)
I was with Paul in Antioch for one year teaching people about Jesus…
Who am I? (Acts 11:26)
I was the disciple who denied that I knew Jesus… Who am I?
(Matthew 26:69-75)

Church Activities/Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday, March 1st – Game Night… 6:00-8:00PM… CFC
Wednesday, March 6th – Ash Wednesday Service… 6:30PM
Sunday, March 10th – Girl Scout Sunday
Monday, March 11th – Worship Team Meeting… 6:30PM
Tuesday, March 12th – UMW Meeting… 6:30PM in CFC
Tuesday, March 12th – UMM Meeting… 6:00PM at DM’s Pizza
Wednesday, March 13th – Lenten Study begins each Wednesday @ 6:30PM
Friday, March 15th – Game Night… 6:00-8:00PM… CFC
Sunday, March 17th – Potato Lunch in CFC… 11AM – 1:00PM
Monday, March 18th – Trustees Meeting@ 5:30… Finance Meeting@ 6:30
Tuesday, March 19th – Church Council Meeting @ 6:30
Sunday, March 24th – Calendar items due
Tuesday, March 26th – THUSE News Deadline
Friday, March 29th – Crossroads Camp Fundraiser Spaghetti Dinner… 5:008:00PM in the CFC…

Long-Term Prayer List

