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Message from the Pastor

…

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, 
the new is here! (2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV)

As I write this installment, we are just a few days away from Christmas celebrations 
and the beginning  of a new year.  It’s been a busy year; I would call it a good year.  We 
have accomplished a lot together with the Lord leading us.  I praise God for all that 
God has strengthened and enabled us to do!  

The words of Paul above remind us that Jesus has made us all into new creations.  
There’s stuff in our past that needs to stay in the past.  There may be things for which 
we need to ask forgiveness from God or from others.  Leave in the past what is in the 
past.  What God has forgiven needs to stay “as far as east is from the west” (Psalm 
103:12).

It’s time to turn the corner and look to God’s future, a future over which God is in 
complete control.  I invite us to consider recommitting ourselves - body, mind, and 
spirit - to the Lord as we move into 2026. 

I like the image that Paul gives us, comparing our discipleship journey to a race:

Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.  But one thing I do:  forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13-14, ESV).

Let us continue to press on toward the goal of life in Jesus Christ in this new year!

God’s richest blessings to all,

Mark
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This week, I lingered in the final breath of Malachi’s words, and I felt 
the unbearable weight of what followed…

When the prophet finished speaking, heaven did not answer…
The echo of his voice faded… and then… nothing…

Four hundred years of silence…
No open vision…
No burning word…
No prophet rising with fire in his bones…
No “Thus says the Lord” breaking the darkness…
Four hundred years of waiting…

Of longing… Of groaning… Of hearts lifted toward heaven that seemed 
sealed shut… Generation after generation was born into the quiet…
They lived… They died… And still – no voice…

Until one night… On a dirt floor in a forgotten place… In a stable that 
did not look holy… In the shadows of obscurity and insignificance… A 
sound was released…

After four hundred years, heaven spoke again – not with thunder, not 
with fire, not from a mountain – but from the lungs of a newborn.

A cry pierced the silence… A cry that split history in two… A cry that 
carried eternity with it…

In that moment, the King of Glory stepped down into the dust of His 
own creation.

The  Baby’s Cry Breaks the Silence



The Eternal wrapped Himself in skin…
 
The Word became flesh – and cried…

The Son laid aside His throne and chose a manger…
Heaven’s highest treasure placed in a feeding trough…
He came low… He came meek… He came breakable…

Wrapped in swaddling cloths, laid where animals ate, born beneath the 
looming shadow of a cross…

A Lamb born to be slain…

The Hope of a hopeless world breathed His first breath in the dark…
A weary world rejoiced as a young virgin labored and delivered its 
redemption…

In that manger, the Great I AM made Himself vulnerable… Touchable… 
Killable…

And with one holy cry, the silence was shattered…  The separation was 
broken… The way was opened…

Then, suddenly, heaven could not remain silent…
The skies erupted with angelic voices declaring, “Glory to God in the 
Highest!”  Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God… Everlasting Father… 
Prince of Peace…

With the cry of an infant, heaven invaded earth.
Behold – Our Redeemer…
Behold – Our King…
Behold – the fulfillment of every promise…
Behold – the sound that broke four hundred years of Silence…

Not the roar of an army… Not the shout of a king claiming his crown…
But the fragile cry of God-with-us…

He did not arrive with a sword in His hand, but with nails already 
written into His future.

He did not enter wrapped in royalty, but in cloths that foretold a 
burial…

The silence was not just broken, it was answered…
Every answered prayer… 
Every tear cried into the dark… 
Every generation that waited without seeing… 



Every promise that seemed delayed but not denied…
All of it converged in that single cry.

That night, Heaven did not just speak – Heaven gave…

God did not send another prophet…
He did not send another sign… 
He sent Himself…

And in the stable, eternity took its first shallow breath…
Omnipotence learned weakness…  Glory learned humility…  Love made 
itself small…

The cry that shattered the silence would one day be echoed again – not 
from a manger, but from a cross…

The first cry said, “He has come.”
The final cry would say, “It is finished.”

From swaddling cloths to grave clothes, from a feed trough to a 
borrowed tomb, He came to be broken so we could be made whole.

And even now, that sound still reverberates…

It calls the weary…
It awakens the forgotten…
It reaches into the places where heaven has felt silence… again.

If God could speak through the cry of a baby, he can still break silence 
in our darkest night…

So behold Him…

Not distant… Not untouchable… Not unmoved… 

But Emmanuel… God with Us…

Jessica Jecker



In Memory

A Saint of our Church, Gary E. Wood, 
87, went home to be with the Lord on 

December 5th, 2025

He married his loving wife, Joyce, on April 8, 1961. They were blessed with three 
children, Kim (Greg) Walters, Natalie (Randy) Lee, and Mike (Sherry) Wood, 20 

grandchildren and “bonus” grandchildren, and 16 great grandchildren, with one 
more on the way. 

Gary loved to talk and tell stories, chatting with friends and family on the phone 
often, and he was known to strike up conversations with strangers that usually 
began with a joke. He loved brightening others’ days. Most importantly, Gary 

was a man of humble faith. A follower of the Lord, he instilled his deep love of 
God in his family and showed others the love of Jesus in his words and actions. 
He loved gospel music and sang at his church, Edgelawn United Methodist for 
many years before joining the congregation at South Parkersburg Traditional 

Methodist Church.  We miss him too!!! 



“Mary, Did You Know?“

The Chancel Choir

Mark Adams    Jennifer Hupp
Valma Adams    Michaela Hupp
Nicole Anderson   Carolyn Kesterson
Jan Barnes    Frank Kesterson
Anita Baum, accompanist Jan Kinder, director
Kelly Bell     Kathryn Miller, music librarian
Amanda Bibey    Carolyn Pearson, accompanist
Evie Epler     Dani Reed
Ali Evans     Dennis Reed
Angela Evans    Melanie Reed
Linda Fields    Nick Reed
Jay Harris     Sandy Sinnett
Ryan Tamm, Sound Technician

Junior Choir

Olivia Alexander   Karsten Kirchgessner
Eli Anderson    Ella Reed
Emily Bell     Gabriel Reed
Amber Huynh    Gracelynn Reed
Matthew Keller   Adalynn Wade
Kane Kirchgessner

Thanks to Larry Sexauer, narrator, Pastor Mark James, Jennifer Hupp, 
church secretary, Anna Deem, Junior Choir director, Chris Anderson, 
Dylan McCoy, Kevin Tice, and to the Chancel Choir and Junior Choir 

members for their faithfulness and dedication as they offer their gift of 
voice in thanks and praise to our God!

   
(continued on next page)

Notes From the Choir

2025 Christmas Cantata



Praise and Thanks to God, Creator of Music!

“Mary, Did You Know?”

A Cantata by Mauldin, Smith, and Crumpton

“Tidings of Great Joy”

“Glory to the Newborn King”

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!" with the Junior Choir

“A Song to Sing"

“Angels from the Realms of Glory"

“Born to Save Us"

Soloist, Angela Evans

“Manger Throne”

“Away in a Manger”

“The First Noel"

 “One King” 

Joined by the Junior Choir

Soloists, Jan Barnes, Sandy Sinnett, Linda Fields, Kelly Bell

“Who Would Imagine a King?”

Soloists, Valma Adams, Dennis Reed, Ali Evans

“Mary, Did You Know?”

“Jesus, Messiah”

Soloists, Michaela Hupp, Nick Reed

“How Great Our Joy!”

From "Messiah": "For Unto Us a Child Is Born!”

“Hallelujah Chorus”



SPARK & Youth Christmas Program



Christmas Eve Service



When the song of the angels 

is stilled,

When the star in the sky          

is gone,

When the kings and princes are 

home,

When the shepherds are back 

with their flock,

The work of Christmas begins:

… To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace 

among brothers,

To make music in the heart.

- Howard Thurman 



Girl Scouts of Wood County made a float for the 
Parkersburg Christmas Parade. We were tied with 

another float. We both got 2nd place. We had many 
girls from our troops on the float. Our theme was 

Frosty the Snowman.

Ruth Bradley

Girl Scout Update



Merchandise BIG SALE Update

• The BIG SALE will be held on the last weekend in January… 
Friday, January 30th & Saturday, January 31st…

• Starting this coming Sunday, we will be receiving sale items 
in the CFC after the church service & after Sunday school… If 
you bring your items to church, you can drop them off in the 
CFC and we will help unload your vehicle and store the 
items on the CFC stage… We will do this every Sunday 
between now  and the weekend before the sale… THE 
SOONER YOU CAN BRING YOUR ITEMS TO THE CHURCH, 
THE MORE TIME WE WILL HAVE IN ORGANIZING & 
DISPLAYING THE MERCHANDISE…

• Volunteers are also needed for sorting & setting up during 
the week prior to the sale, running the sale on Friday & 
Saturday, and cleaning up and the disposition of leftover 
items after the sale…

• Financial donations will be very well received to help cover 
the cost of food items purchased to support the sale of 
concessions out of the kitchen.

• In addition, the donation of Baked Goods are also welcome 
from the congregation to be sold out of our kitchen…

WE REALLY APPRECIATE ALL OF YOUR DONATED ITEMS FOR 
THE SALE AND YOUR TIME & TALENTS YOU DONATE BEFORE, 

DURING, & AFTER THE BIG SALE!!!

Larry & Jerry

Related image

Yard Sale Icons
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Prayer List 

*Dora Jean Gumm-Kim
*Douglas Dudrow
*Roger Thorne
*Kristi Sams
*Sue Galland & Logan
*Betty Kerr
*Josh Dermont
*Jeanie Wade
*Rick DeQuasie
*Cheryl Galland
*Charlie Elliott
*Ralph McNemar
*John Hayton
*Gary Shears
*Carol Sears
*Donnie Bartlett
*Holbert McEndree
*Carlene Frederick

*Gene Williams
*Tammy Kerns
*Megan Kesterson
*Rick Beaty
*Tony Evans
*Helen Hance
*Amy & Pat Hazelette
*Larissa Horner
*Mary Anne Daggett
*Doug Prince
*Roger Bennett
*Susan Aufdenkampe
*Dale McMahan
*Jennifer Hupp
*Edna June Barnes
*Joe/Janet Brookover
*Jennifer Spencer

Christina Huffman
Austin Family (Fire)
Robert Miller
Larry Minx
Tammie Moser
Isabella
Gene White
Braden McCumbers
Rick Fleming
Tia Ohse
Joe Sinnett
Lori Lemasters (Fire)

Helen Lamm
Crystal Boggs
Stanley Hunt
Terry Carter
Kinsley Wagner
Carl McNeely
Shirley Mae Blosser
Peggy Davis
Ron Pearson
Baby Elijiah 
Roger Ohse
Mandy Kelsey
Robert McIntire
Chase “Larry” Gordon
Bonnie Sellers
Fred Hardman
Larry Balderson
Jack Sinnett
Chris Allen
Frank Kesterson
June Eakins
Mary Evans
Evelyn Duckworth
Ashley Boggs
Aaron King
Pam Roberts
Tina Goontz
Sandra Sidwell
Katie Patton
Sandy Sinnett
Marcia McCase
Shellie Leeson
Rebecca Barnett
Georgia Ratliff
Jennifer Metz
Joe Sinnett
Sequoyah Milhoan
Melanie Cutright

Remember the Family of:
 Gary Wood
 Louise Francis
 Virgil Parsons & Wife



Bible Quiz

The questions in this month’s newsletter are from Exodus.  
After each question is the Chapter and Verse in parentheses 

showing you where you can find, or check, your answers.  
Good Luck!!!

1. How long did the Feast of Unleavened Bread last?  (12:15)
2. Which Feast was connected with Passover, and lasted 7 days?  

(12:17-20)
3. At what time of day were the firstborn sons and cattle struck 

dead?  (12:29)
4. What did God place between the camp of the Israelites and the 

camp of the Egyptians? (14:19-20)
5. Where did Moses lead the Israelites after crossing the Red Sea?  

(15:22) 
6. When the Israelites came to Marah, what was wrong with the 

water?  (15:23)
7. Where did the Israelites go after leaving Marah?  (15:27)
8. What desert lies between Elim and Sinai?  (16:1)
9. When in the desert, what did the Israelites complain to Moses 

and Aaron about?  (16:3)
10. What kind of meat did God give the Israelites to eat? (16:13)
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