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New Year’s Prayer

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we 

hold dear: our health, our family and our friends.

Let us release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for these 

are nothing but binding chains. Let us live each day in the 

most loving ways, the God-conscious way. Let us serve all who 

are in need, regardless of race, color or creed.

Let us keep God of our own understanding in our hearts and 

to chant God's name each day. Let us lead the world from 

darkness to light, from falsehood to truth and from wrong to 

right.

Let us remember that we are all one, embracing all, 

discriminating against none.

May your year be filled with peace, prosperity and love. May 

God's blessings shower upon you and bestow upon each of 

you a bright, healthy and peaceful new year.

- Rev. Marcy Sheremetta

*****   SAFETY ALERT   *****

During the winter months, we are asking all of our church 
attendees to use the BACK ENTRANCE of the church for entry into 
the church.  We will do everything possible to keep the back door 

area free from ice and snow… Thank You…

Trustees



In Memory

A Saint of our Church, June B. Hupp, 88, of 
Parkersburg, WV passed away peacefully at her 

residence Thursday, December 8, 2022 
surrounded by her loving family. She was born 
September 8, 1934 in Parkersburg, a daughter 

of the late James and Ada Mills Sellers.
In addition to her parents, June was preceded 
in death by her loving husband, Jerry Hupp; a 
daughter, Melissa Hupp; two brothers, James 
and Blaine Sellers; and her twin sister, Jean 

Sellers Gorrell. She is survived by a daughter, 
Jennifer Hupp; a son, Scott Hupp (Melissa); and 
two grandchildren, Michaela and Lakin Hupp.

The Loss of a Loved One

You can shed tears because they are gone
Or you can smile because they lived.

You can close your eyes and pray they will come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that they left you.

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see them
Or you can be full of the love you shared.

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.

You can remember only that they are gone
Or you can cherish their memory and let it live on.

You can cry and close your mind and feel empty
Or you can do what they would want – Smile, Open your heart, Love, 

and go on…

Elizabeth Ammons… lessonslearnedinlife.com

We do not lose heart.  Even though our outer nature is wasting away, 
our inner nature is being renewed day by day.  For this slight 

momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen, but at 

what cannot be seen;  for what can be seen is temporary, but what 
cannot be seen is eternal.  For we know that if the earthly tent we live in 

is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.  

2 Corinthians 4:16 – 5:1



Encounter. Equip. Empower.

"WHEN WE CHOOSE TO SURRENDER OUR LIFE TO JESUS, 

LOVE CRASHES INTO OUR HEARTS AND HIS POWER BEGINS 

TO HEAL AND ILLUMINATE US.. .WE ARE REMEMBERING 

WHO WE ARE"

JOEL REICHLIN, FOUNDER OF REAL LOVE

OUR VISION

REAL LOVE GATHERS PEOPLE TO ENCOUNTER GOD'S LOVE 

IN A WAY THAT RESTORES PEOPLE’S PURPOSE, TO EQUIP

PEOPLE TO LIVE A HEALTHY LIFE, AND TO EMPOWER

PEOPLE TO PROVIDE THE SAME LIFE ALTERING 

EXPERIENCE TO OTHERS.

OUR MISSION

REAL LOVE EXISTS TO SEE THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 

BRING RECONCILIATION AND TRANSFORMATION TO THE 

LIVES OF ALL PEOPLE.

OUR WORK

IS BASED ON GOD'S PROMISE THAT WHOEVER BELIVES IN 

& SURRENDERS THEIR LIVES TO JESUS SHALL BE SAVED & 

HAVE THE IMMEDIATE INVITATION TO THE QUALITY OF 

LIFE CALLED ETERNAL LIFE

OUR FOCUS

JESUS IS THE ONE THING (PSALM 27). ONCE WE FIND 

JESUS OUR FOCUS IS TO GROW TOGETHER INTO THE 

FULLNESS OF WHO WE ARE IN CHRIST

( C O N T IN U E D  O N  N E X T PA G E )

Pastor Joel Reichlin

Founder: Real Love Ministries

Associate Pastor 

Bethel Church, Cleveland

THE FLOW OF THE SPIRIT



Schedule of Events:

January 20th, 21st, & 22nd

Friday: 7p-9:30p

Saturday: 10:00a-12:30p

Saturday: 2p-4:30p

Sunday: Joel Preaching during Worship
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Youth Singing Christmas Carols

Our Youth singing Christmas Carols with Youth from 
Washington United Methodist Church

Children’s Christmas Program

A Nativity scene with Angels, Shepherds, & Wisemen… 
Santa & Mrs. Claus also made an appearance for both the 

young & young-at-heart…



2022 Church Christmas Cantata

"Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!"

'Tis the season for gifts, and the Adult Choir of South Parkersburg United 
Methodist Church presented its gift of song through the cantata, "Repeat the 

Sounding Joy", on Sunday, December 18, 2022. Many thanks to those who 
gave many hours of time in rehearsals, the choir members, our accompanists, 

sound techs, and participating youth.

Below is some background information written by Wayne Haun, creator of 
the cantata.

"And it came to pass in those days... When I heard that passage as a child, I 
knew what was coming. There's still something about those words that 
overwhelms my heart with joy. They are as precious to me as "We the 

People" or "Four score and seven years ago." I'll never forget those school 
and church programs where little angels were dressed in white bed linens, 

shepherds dressed their heads in bath towels and wise men had beards 
drawn on their faces with black pencils. But when it came time for the 

narrator to tell the Christmas story, there seemed to be a Holy hush all over 
the building. Just this past year I was watching the "Charlie Brown Christmas 
Special”, and as Linus began telling that story, I couldn't stop the tears from 

running down my face. It never gets old to me.

"When Dave Clark approached me about creating this musical, I was a bit 
apprehensive. What could I write that you haven't heard before? I quickly 

realized the answer: Nothing. So why not just tell it again? Now, more than 
ever, the world needs to be reminded that a Savior has come! We should tell 

it over and over again!"

And as an "old story" that "never grows old", the Choir will bring a reprise of 
"The Wonders of His Love" during worship on January 1.

Although we will be taking a break from Sunday evening rehearsals until 
January 22, the Choir will continue to present an anthem on the first and 

third Sundays of each month with a Women's Choir alternating with a Men's 
Choir on fifth Sundays. As you are pondering your new year's resolutions, 

consider returning to God of your time and talents and join us in singing His 
praises! Have a Blessed New Year!

Jan Kinder



College Student Update

CONGRATULATIONS go out to these three SPUMC college students 
for completing their degrees/programs in December. These three 

will be further recognized in May with our other graduates! Please 
pray for them as they navigate their next steps in their career and 

educational journey.

Emma Hyson received her Bachelors Degree in Biomedical Science 
from University of Charleston.

Megan Kesterson completed her Bachelors degree in Graphic 
Design and Media Communications from WVU-Parkersburg.

Dylan McCoy completed his HVAC program at Washington County 
Career Center and has received his National Certification.

The rest of our College Students need prayers and encouragement 
as they return to classes this month! The address list is available 

downstairs in the welcome desk to send cards or add them to your 
prayer list. Updates for campus addresses, majors, or other 

pertinent information should be forwarded to the church office or 
Melissa Kuhl-Hupp.

Melissa Kuhl-Hupp



Women’s Bible Study Christmas Party

Women’s Bible Study 
Christmas Party held in 
the CFC on Thursday, 

December 1st

Advent Candle Lighting

On each of the 4 Sunday’s of  Advent, a family lit the Advent Candle next to 
the altar… This year the Lucas family, the Dotson family, the Hartman 

family, and the Youell family, lit the 4 candles representing Hope, Love, 
Peace, and Joy.   At the Christmas Eve service, Mary, Joseph, & Baby Jesus 
lit the Advent candles & the Christ candle at the center of the Advent ring. 

Faithful Friends

Thank you, thank you to all of you who gave Christmas cards to our 
Faithful Friends. We had very good participation and each of our Friends 
was blessed with many cards. When they received their gift bags, there 
were big smiles all around. Then as they peeked into their bags, there were 
more smiles and the first comments were usually about the cards. Some of 
the feelings expressed were "It's so nice to be remembered by the church". 
Another said "All these cards for me?". And yet another said "When you're 
gone from church for a while, people tend to forget about you. This is 
wonderful to hear from my church family". They love to hear from you and 
realize many of you who sent cards do not know them and they do not 
know you. But it doesn't matter to them at all. They feel the love you send 
in the cards and it lets them know they are a very important part of our 
church. Much joy is felt as they open the cards and go back and look at 
them over and over. They all send many thanks to the church for your 
kindness and the blessings you brought them.

Thanks again to all of you. And a special thank you to Betty Doan for 
helping with the shopping and deliveries, and to Evie Epler for making the 
Christmas stockings.

Bonnie

BIG SALE

STAY TUNED!!!... In the next couple of days we will be sending out a BIG 
SALE January Calendar with some additional info regarding the event!!!

Larry



Finance Committee Report

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 2022

BOTTOM LINE - $8,094 POSITIVE YEAR-TO-DATE

• The month of November closed negative $90.35, but still left us with a

positive year to date, due to multiple positive fundraisers.

• Thank you for your contributions to the Crossroads Fundraiser

calendar. With the help of the Christian Friends Sunday School class,

that fundraiser provided $525.00 toward finishing inside the new

multi-purpose building, which is already under roof, and has a

concrete floor in place.

• The December silver plate offering for Wood County Society provided

$490.

Silver Plate Ministries have been chosen for the first six month

of 2023:

January - Latrobe Street Mission (will have a speaker Jan. 8)

February - Women’s Care Center

March - Grace of God Food Pantry

April - Old Man Rivers

May - Salvation Army

June - SPUMC Building and Improvement Fund

Submitted by: Kay Wilhelm, Finance Committee

2023 Annual Church Planning Meeting

The 2023 SPUMC Planning Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
January 14th, from 9:00AM to 3:00PM in the CFC.  Lunch is being 
provided by the United Methodist Women.  If you have any ideas 
or input for activities for 2023, please contact Jerry Baum prior to 

January 14th.  Thank you…

Jerry Baum



UMW & UMM Christmas Dinner

Backpack Ministry

United Methodist Women

To end the year, the United Methodist Women and Men held their annual Christmas 
dinner on Tuesday, December 13 at Logan’s in Vienna; there were twenty in 
attendance. With the New Year about to begin, I would like to invite ALL the ladies of 
the church to the United Methodist Women’s Meeting on Tuesday, January 10th at 
6:30 pm. We are changing our meeting place from the CFC to the meeting room of 
the church (room to the right, beside the back door!) Please bring YOUR ideas 
regarding things we, as a group, can do as we launch a new year of being involved in 
our church and our community! Light refreshments will be served. We hope to see 
YOU there!

We also have a sign-up sheet going around for donations for the Planning Meeting 
Luncheon on January 14th; we still need someone to sign up for lettuce for the 
sandwiches and two more people for cookies. Please bring your donated items to the 
CFC the morning of the meeting. If you would like to donate and didn’t see the list, 
please see me at church, send a text or a message on Messenger. Thank You! Looking 
forward to seeing our Church grow in service!

“Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. Behold, I will 
do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it?”

Isaiah 43:18-19
Have a Happy and blessed upcoming New Year!

Jill Youell
United Methodist Men

CHANGE OF MEETING PLACE: The United Methodist Men will be meeting in the
video room of the church down the children’s Sunday school hallway instead of in
the CFC for our January 10th meeting at 6:30 pm. All men of the church are invited
to attend!

Jimmy Youell

We have had a very blessed School year so far. We have received another Grant 
from Sister's Health Foundation for $3,000.00.   Of the grant over $700.00 has 
already been spent.  We received $560.00 through a Memorial Donation for the 
Backpack Program Honoring Leota Grimm. Thank you.  We also received food from 
The Wood Co Nutritional Center in the amount $3,000! This is food that we did not 
have to pay for!  We packed 136 bags for Thanksgiving and 140 bags for 
Christmas. I would like to thank everyone that has helped with Backpack in any 
way! The program is a success because of You, and God! In closing, a reminder we 
will be having a Backpack meeting on Thursday, January 5, 2023 @ 6:30

Thanks again for your support!

Dale McMahan



New Year’s Resolutions

Here are 5 possible resolutions for the people of God in 2023

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE LOCAL FAITH COMMUNITY – With all the 
uncertainty and chaos in the world, we have seen the power of remaining in 
community with God’s family. Gallup conducted their yearly poll during the 
Covid pandemic revealing that American citizens reporting of their own 
mental health was at an all-time low. There had been a sharp increase in 
anxiety and depression In every group, except one. The only group of people 
that reported a positive increase in their mental health were those that 
attended regular religious gatherings.  I’ve seen this pattern confirmed in the 
people that stay intentional to meet as the family of God.  However, that’s 
not the only news.  At the same time, people have stopped attending church 
in record numbers, whether in person or online.

REMAIN FLEXIBLE AND OPEN TO WHAT GOD IS DOING - We get stressed 
when plans change, and a great deal of our plans went “Out the Window” 
over the past couple of years.  However, God is still good among the stress.  
We saw people respond with creativity.  We learned new things and found 
new ways of accomplishing our goals.  Sometimes better ways we never 
would have otherwise.  Make plans loosely knowing that we aren’t promised 
a perfect adherence to our plans, and when that happens, God is at work 
and will use it all for our good and His glory.

SLOW DOWN; TAKE TIME TO REST - Our American culture is fast-paced, 
filled with constant entertainment and activity. But it is God’s heart that we 
take time to rest. It is not when we are running a million miles an hour that 
we understand He is God, but when we are still.  Take the times of solitude 
and being in small groups as opportunities to invest in relationships that are 
priorities. First, alone with God. Then with immediate family and close 
friends.  Resting includes trusting that it isn’t all up to us.  We rely on God 
who is living and active and able to do anything. We find our rest in Him.

SPEAK THE LIFE OF THE GOSPEL INTO THE CHAOS OF THE WORLD - More 
than ever in our generation, in the midst of great uncertainty and fear, the 
world is searching for something that is real, secure, loving, and good.  
That’s what we have to give.  With all the chaos and uncertainty going on, 
people are looking for something secure and unshakable.  There is no better 
solution than Jesus and the Gospel of the Kingdom.  Each of us has an 
influence in our relationships, whether family, friends, coworkers, or social 
media, whether large or small.  Be a good steward of that influence by 
speaking the hope and life of the Gospel into those relationships.  Don’t get 
dragged down into arguments that don’t matter. Speak the truth in love. 
Encourage others and lift their eyes to God. That’s what they need to hear.

(continued on next page)



I also saw churches come together more than I ever have before.  
Pastors and leaders crossed racial and denominational lines to pool resources 
to get food to the hungry, homes to the homeless, support for kids and 
families in education, and more. Without any regard for the growth of their 
own church or ministry, these leaders inspired and gathered others to bring 
relief to those in need in our community.  Find ways to reach out to 
neighbors. Be intentional about participating in bringing relief to those in 
need in your community. That is the heart of God and part of preaching the 
Gospel.

However, there are cautions to take into consideration in making 
resolutions. First, we are warned against holding too tightly to our plans. 
Expectations are powerful things, and planning is wisdom, but we have to 
realize the journey with Christ is full of interruptions and twists and turns. 
We have to adjust our expectations in this world. God might be up to 
something new or different than we thought.  Second, the changes we 
desire, even biblical ones, can only be made with His power and grace. We 
can’t change in our own strength. These resolutions must be in relationship 
with God and complete reliance upon the power of the Spirit.  Third, what is 
the motivation behind our resolutions? Is it God’s heart for us in the season? 
Or is it based on selfish desires… We need God’s discernment to know the 
difference. And fourth, God doesn’t work by our calendar or timetable. We 
can make life changes at any time in the leading of the Holy Spirit, not just in 
the beginning of January.

Source: Excerpts from Britt Mooney contributing writer for Crosswalk.com

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBORS – During the pandemic many people reached out to 
their neighbors for the first time. Why? They reached out to see how their 
neighbors were doing. What did they need? Both my friends and those 
neighbors were more open than ever to relationship. To being kind.



Prayer List 

Ron Sams - Lisa
Frank Kesterson

Lakin Hupp
Norman Miller
Terry Gilbert
Penny Sharp
Jamey Sias

Dale McMahan
Brent Wilhelm

Jack Sinnett
Madison Morris

Jay Parsons
Diane West

Gloria Morris
Frances Lockhart

Garry Gumm -
Dora Jean & Kim

Vicky Shuman
Mary Ann Testerman

Ken Pritchard
Dennis Metz
Nora Metz
John Kelley

Richard Tucker Sr.
Shawn Farrah

Bill Lutz
Paula Hamrick

Evelyn Duckworth
Lou Haught
Doug Shafer

Remember the Families of:
June Hupp
Colleen Hinzman



Bible Quiz

1. Noah’s son who saw his father’s nakedness…   (Genesis 9:22)
2. Egyptian handmaid of Sarah who bore a son for Abraham…     

(Genesis 16:15)
3. The 7th of the 10 plagues…    (Exodus 9:22)
4. Samuel’s Mother…   (1 Samuel 1:20)
5. Son of Eli, killed in battle when the Philistines captured the Ark of 

God…   (1 Samuel 4:11)
6. Queen Esther’s original name…   (Esther 2:7)
7. He had 15 years added to his life…   (Isaiah 38:5)
8. The King who decreed that children of Bethlehem should die…   

(Matthew 2:16-18)
9. John the Baptist preferred to eat locusts and wild ______...   

(Matthew 3:4)
10. Conniving woman who had John the Baptist beheaded…             

(Mark 6:19-28)

This  Month’s quiz answers start with the letter “H”… You can find, or 

check, your answers in the scripture noted after each question…  
Good Luck!!!
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