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Anointing the Pastor

Pastor Edward Craft, B.S.; M. Div.; O.E.
Cell Phone:  304-703-2957
Email: edwardcraft@me.com
Church Office:  304-428-1195
Church Email:  spumc1813@gmail.com
Website:  southparkersburgumc.org

Pastor Edward was Anointed during our church service as our 
church family prayed to our Lord, The Great Physician, for a 

successful surgery and a swift and complete recovery.  Prayers 
were also offered up to his family in the Cleveland area who will 

care for him during his recovery.

mailto:spumc1813@gmail.com


Did You know???

Hunters Helping the Hungry

In November we collected $173.00 in support of the Hunters Helping the 
Hungry ministry.  Since 1992 this group has donated over 1 million 

pounds of venison to West Virginia’s 2 food banks feeding some of the 
state’s neediest families.  With the help of the Governor’s One Shot 

Hunt, Share the Harvest Sunday and other forms of private donations, 
there are no processing fees for hunters who designate deer for the 
program.  Thanks to those generous hunters, 27,566 deer have been 

processed, providing nearly 1.4 million meals to West Virginia families.

Source:  The Market Bulletin – Telling the Story of WV Agriculture

Submitted by: Jerry Baum

Friday, January 7, 
Saturday, January 8, and 
Sunday, January 9, 2022.

Every family that calls South Parkersburg
United Methodist Church their home church
should already be scheduled with an
appointment to be a part of our new
directory. If you have misplaced your
appointment date or have a question, please
call Peggy Davis (740)423-9175.

Photography Dates!!! 

New Church Directory



Kids singing in church the 
morning of December 19th

Kids making crafts in 
children’s church 

Children & Youth Ministries

The Nativity Scene at the 
Children’s Christmas Program

Our Angels singing at the 
Christmas Program

Narrators for the 
Christmas Program 

Our Youth acting out the 
12 Days of ChristmasA Partridge in 

a Pear Tree

Santa & Mrs. Claus A “Ho Ho Ho” contest was held at 
the Christmas Program… Santa 

came in 2nd Place…



The Youth got together with our friends at Washington UMC for an evening of 
bowling. Fun and fellowship was had by all.  

Our Youth in a live 
Nativity Scene before the 

Christmas Eve Service

Faithful Friends

A big THANK YOU to all who remembered our Faithful Friends with Christmas cards. As 
has been stated many times, the cards are a favorite gift and bring so much joy to our 
Friends.

As the New Year is upon us, we will be starting another year of the card mailing ministry. 
It is designed so each Faithful Friend will receive at least 2 cards per month. Please 
consider becoming a part of this ministry. You will only be scheduled to mail one time 
during the year. Contact Bonnie Dennis to participate or with any questions.

Happy and Blessed New Year to all!

Bonnie & Jim Dennis

You might say Scott Hupp & I have had a good weekend! Thank 
you to our immediate family for the love & support. Thank you to 
Pastors Edward Craft & Jim Plyburn for marrying us. Thank you to 

church family members who stepped in to help with wedding 
tasks large & small.

Wedding Bells



Backpack Ministry

Finance Committee Report

There was significant DEFICIT spending in the month of November as Operating 

Expenses exceeded Revenues by just over $3,000.  Year-to-date through the end of 
November our church is reporting a DEFICIT of just over $12,900.

2022 BIG SALE

The planning process for the January BIG SALE has begun.  An initial meeting 
was held in December and teams are beginning to form for staffing all the activities 
necessary to conduct a successful sale.  Very soon a BIG SALE calendar will be sent 
out so everyone can see the dates and times items can be donated and dropped off 
at the church.  A reminder that clothing is NOT being included in the initial sale, but a 
future donation of clothing is being planned.  In addition computers, printers,  
televisions, other large electronic devices, pianos, organs, mattresses, and bed 
pillows are not being included in the sale. 

We still are actively recruiting other members of our church family to 
participate in the sale.  If you were not able to attend our December meeting, please 
consider attending our next meeting being held  on TUESDAY, JANUARY 4TH at 
6:30PM in the downstairs meeting room at the church.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me, or Jerry Baum, at church or you can call me at 304-863-8654 or 
send me an email at larrysexauer@suddenlink.net.  

Larry Sexauer

Dear Church Family,
We would like to thank our Youth Group and their leaders for Packing 234 Lunch 

Sacks for Christmas break. Also a big thank you to the ones that helped deliver 
them. Thanks to everyone that donated gloves for the kids. We were able to give out 
140 pairs of gloves to our school kids.  Thank You!!!  Happy New Year!!!

Dale McMahan

mailto:larrysexauer@suddenlink.net


Stewardship Alert!!!

To date, $3,401 has been received, reducing 
that loan balance to $339.00 !!  Thank You !  

So close now !  

The November Silver Plate Ministry offering was $1,125.00. Thank You !!

This offering was for repayment of our Contingency Fund loan. In October 2020,
our Building & Improvement Fund was empty when it became necessary to
replace the A/C unit in the children’s basement wing of the church. $3,740 was
borrowed by the Building and Improvement Fund to pay for that unit.

December Silver Plate offering to Salvation Army is in progress.

Silver Plate ministries for the first six months of 2022, have been chosen

January - Latrobe Street Mission* April - Old Man Rivers
February - Women’s Care Center May - Salvation Army
March - Young Life June - Building & Improvement Fund

Reasoning:
• The church ideally works toward supporting faith-based, relationship-building

ministries.

• The church supports missionaries on foreign fields through apportionments. We

should, however, continue to support missionaries associated with our church

family through one-time special collections, such as the toothbrushes this past year

at VBS time.

• A support month for Children and Youth is not needed, as they will be budget line

items supported by Gold plate tithes and offerings in 2022. Any extra support

needed will be opportunity for second mile giving or special fundraisers.

*Latrobe St. Mission is the Outreach Ministry for January 2022. The Mission is

currently housing 62 homeless adults and 3 children. A Christmas gift of clothing has
already been donated for all these individuals. Daily food, laundry and other
necessities is an ongoing expense of the Mission, all funded by individuals, groups,
and churches such as ours. Your support is appreciated.

Submitted by: Kay Wilhelm



What is a Family?

Warmth when the world is cold. Safety when the world is hostile. 
A place of love in a world of hate. A place of light in the midst of 
darkness. 

A family is many things, including the following:
It is love around the table or in front of the fireplace. It is devotion 
sitting on a pew together. 

A family is a cheering section when victory is won and a place of 
understanding and starting again when a defeat must be endured. 

It is a private organization—only bona fide members are allowed 
in. It is held together with the glue of love and the cement of mutual 
respect. 

The family is a shelter from the storm, a safe port when the waves 
of life become  too overpowering. No person is ever alone if he is a 
member of a family. 

A family is the knowing smile of a mother, the robust laughter of a 
father, the giggle of a sister, the shout of a brother. They may taunt one 
another; they may fight, fuss, and bicker among themselves, but when 
trouble threatens from outside forces, instantly the ranks close and the 
troops unite against the common foe. 

Most of all, a family is a group of human beings working together 
to build something beautiful and lasting. 

A family is a colony of heavenly bliss right here on earth. 

Now relate all of this to Paul’s statement that the church is “the house 
of God” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

—Richard Rogers



Praying for Our Nation

Sometimes in the midst of heated political battles and uncertain times, it's 
difficult to even know how to pray or where to begin. We just know we have a deep ache 
in our hearts that cries out for God's mercy, and a longing to see him heal our land. 
Maybe other times we wonder how effective our prayers even are. Yet God is faithful, 
no matter how we feel, and His Presence of power and peace still reigns over all that 
swirls around us in our nation today.

That same power that broke prison chains, raised Lazarus from the dead, and 
parted the Red Sea, the same power that healed the blind man, and delivered the 
delirious from demons, that same power is at work even today.  He is the same. 
Yesterday, today, and forever.
May we stand together in unity as believers in Christ, and pray for God to heal our land, 
and strengthen His people. May we pray for all those in authority. May we pray for God’s 
miraculous intervening, for blind eyes to be opened, for many to see the power of our 
Lord as never before.  And for times when it’s difficult to know what to pray, we can trust 
these words as a place to begin, “The Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words.” Romans 8:26

We are never left to fend for ourselves, wrestling in worry, consumed with fear, or 
driven towards hate. He reminds us He is with us, He will help us, that He hasn't lost 
control, but has a plan. And His purposes will prevail.  He hears our prayers, He knows 
our needs. There's great power in uniting together, turning our hearts towards God, and 
praying on behalf of our country and future.  Remembering today this powerful truth 
upon which this nation was founded. We are "One Nation Under God." He is where our 
real hope is found, not in our leaders, not in our economy, not in the condition of our 
nation today, or any other day. "...my hope comes from Him." Ps. 62:5

Dear God, Thank you for your great power. We praise you for your Truth. We’re 
grateful that you have set us free from the clutching grasp of sin and death.  Would you 
be with your people, extending your grace, granting your freedom, providing your 
protection, and empowering with your strength. We ask that you'd bring about an 
awakening of your presence as never seen before. We ask that your Name be 
proclaimed, that all plans to silence the Name of Jesus would be thwarted and crushed.

We pray that many would come to know you as Lord and Savior, we pray that 
many would see your Light, that you would open blind eyes and release those still 
imprisoned.  We pray that you would unify your people for the glory of your Name, that 
all who call themselves Christians would rise up, believing your great Truth.  Wake us up 
Lord! Remind us to live aware, to redeem the time, to listen to your words, to be willing 
to make a difference in this land.

We pray for all those in authority, that you would give them your wisdom and 
discernment as they lead. We ask that you would appoint strong, faithful men and 
women to serve this nation and our people.  We pray for your great healing on our land. 
Shine your face on us dear God. We need you now, more than ever before. Our times are 
in your hands.  Thank you that you are rich in mercy and full of grace. Thank you that you 
are forgiving and merciful. Thank you that you are strong and mighty. Thank you that you 
are for us and that you fight for us still today.  Bring honor to your Name, Oh Lord, for 
You alone are worthy.

In the Powerful Name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

Debbie McDaniel



Prayer List 

Charlene Syms
Carroll McCauley
Pam Davis
Baker Neal
Jamey Sias
Vicky Shuman
Josephine McEndree
Jack Sadler
Stewart Biffell
Taylor Potts
Brianna Swiger

David Debord
Stewart Eckert

Tornado Victims
Steve Nicewarner

Ashley Burgess
Becky Lightfritz

Gary Nichols
Steve McPherson

Jayden Carvell
Paul Blair

Jamie Graham

Remember the Families of:
Robert Parsons
Mavis Hoover
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Bible Quiz

This  Month’s Bible Quiz is about names beginning with the letter “L”…  Answers can be 

found, or checked, in the scripture noted at the end of each question…  Good Luck!!!

1. Who told his 2 wives that he had murdered a person and feared that we would be 
more avenged than Cain?   (Genesis 4:23-24)

2. Who was Abraham’s nephew who lived in the wicked city of Sodom?            
(Genesis 14:12)

3. What did Sarah do within herself when she heard she would have a son?    
(Genesis 18:12)

4. Laban had 2 daughters.  Rachael was beautiful, but who was her sister who was 
said to have “weak” eyes?   (Genesis 29:16-17)

5. Which tribe was excluded in the first census of the Israelites?   (Numbers 1:47)
6. In the valley of dry bones, God asked Ezekiel, “Can these bones ______?”    

(Ezekiel 37:3) 
7. In Hades, who did the rich man ask Abraham to send with water?  (Luke 16:24)
8. What kind of water did Jesus speak of to the Samaritan women?  (John 4:10)

16 Tips to Live a Happy Life

1. Learn to laugh with others, and at yourself (Proverbs 17:22).
2. Spend time with older people; learn from their wisdom (Proverbs 19:20). 
3. Enjoy the innocence and purity of children (Matthew 18:1–6).
4. Work with all your might (Ecclesiastes 9:10).
5. Live life like you will live forever, because you will (Ecclesiastes 3:11). 
6. Plan as though you will die tomorrow, because you might (James 4:14). 
7. Say something encouraging to someone; be specific and genuine 

(Hebrews 3:13). 
8. Give something away with no strings attached (2 Corinthians 9:7).
9. Help someone in need; expect nothing in return (Matthew 25:35–40). 
10. Forgive others as many times as needed (Matthew 18:21–22).
11. Ask for forgiveness; a clean conscience makes for a soft pillow                    

(1 John 1:9). 
12. Pray often and be specific (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
13. Count your blessings (you might lose count) (Ephesians 1:3). 
14. Love God, love your neighbors, and love yourself (Matthew 22:37–39). 
15. Bow to the Lord—better now than later (Philippians 2:10). 
16. Obey God’s commands (Matthew 7:21–27). 

— Brett Petrillo, Denver, Colorado


