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Message from the Pastor

…

Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It 
is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

(1 Corinthians 13:4-7, NIV).

We were barely out of the Christmas season when I observed stores shifting from 
Christmas-themed candy to red, pink, and white Valentine’s Day candies and plushies.  
Valentine’s Day will be here before we know it.  I’m really not complaining, though; 
chocolate makes many people feel better!

As we approach Valentine’s Day, I remember Paul’s Scripture passage on love, 1 
Corinthians 13.  I do not believe that Paul was writing something intended to decorate 
our homes and coffee mugs.  However, if that helps us to remember Paul’s words 
above, so be it!

Our culture seems to promote a mushy, squishy, feel-good-about-myself kind of love.  
Giving of ourselves for the good of the other (agape love) does not seem popular.  
Paul teaches us that a love which is patient, kind, humble, hopeful, a love that does 
not push for one-upmanship…a love that puts what is best for the other person first is 
the better way…the way of Jesus.  Look at Jesus’ whole life example.

I want to encourage all of us to remind our loved ones that we love them and respect 
them.  Be loving and respectful of all those around us…even the folk who sometimes 
rub us the wrong way.  Perhaps they need an encouraging word or a hug or someone 
who will just listen for a while.  Be loving as Jesus was loving.  Don’t forget to bring 
some chocolate!

God’s richest blessings to all,

Mark

mailto:spumc1813@gmail.com


A member of our church, 
Charlene “Sue” Galland, went 

to her heavenly home on 
January 7th, 2026… In honoring 

her wishes, no service was 
held…

In Memory

Pat Poling, wife of our 
former Pastor Kermit Poling, 

passed away in January…  

Don’t Grieve for me, for now I’m free. 
I’m following the path God laid for me.
I took His hand when I heard Him call,

I turned away and left it all.
I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work, or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,

That I found that place at the close of day.
If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I’ve savored much.

Good times, good friends, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief.

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your hearts and share with me,

God wanted me now, so He set me free…

I’m Free



Summary of 2025 Trustee Projects

Gutter in back of church was replaced

Transformer for Ring doorbell at back entry replaced

Parsonage bedroom bathroom floor replaced
Furnace for left side of church circuit board replaced

Lease agreement for parsonage between the church 
and Little Kanawha district was signed 

Parsonage carpets were professionally cleaned

Parsonage outside locks rekeyed or replaced

Dotson exterminators serviced parsonage

Front landscaping of parsonage completed by 
volunteers

Both church property and parsonage lawns mowing 
contracted

Parsonage deep cleaned in preparation for District 
lease

Parsonage garage door damaged sections replaced

Parsonage eaves cleaned

Ballast replaced in parsonage kitchen as well as most 
light bulbs

Water damaged ceiling tiles in church basement 
replaced

Video streaming system upgraded

Sanctuary sound board replaced

Trustees



Girl Scout Cookie Update

These are pictures from our cookie Rally January 9th, Where 48 
girls enjoyed learning about our cookie season. We met and 

learned the flavors of our cookies. The price this year is $6.00. We 
have a new cookie called Exploremores. Watch for girls now selling 

by paper form and online. There will also be Booth sales at local 
area businesses in March and April to get your favorite cookie.

Ruth Bradley

Thanks to Reed Construction the 
screen on the parsonage porch has 
been replaced. They did a GREAT 

job!!!

Rick Deem

Parsonage Screen Porch Upgrade



“At that time they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power and great 

glory.”

Luke 21:27

 The Christmas season looks back to the time when the Son 

of God first came to live among us and to bring us salvation. 

But this season has a forward-looking aspect as well. Christ has 

come, and Christ is coming again. As we turn the page on our 

Christmas celebrations, we can also be filled with anticipation 

for Jesus’ return.

 Jesus spoke to his disciples about the anguish and 

uncertainty of human existence in this world. Natural disasters, 

wars, political unrest, personal disappointments, sins we have 

committed, and wrongs we’ve suffered from others—all these 

things are a part of the “anguish and perplexity” we face in 

everyday life here on earth. But Jesus has promised that he will 

return—as the Lord of all creation. And on that day our 

redemption will be complete.

 Though we celebrate Christmas as a season of promise, 

new life, peace, and hope, in reality our lives here on earth are 

full of troubles and doubts.

 But Jesus the Savior has come into this world, and we have 

the promise that he will come again. “Lift up your heads,” he 

says to us, in effect. Christ offers hope and confidence to all 

who look to him, giving assurance of a future, full life that will 

never fade (see Revelation 21-22). May that hope be yours 

today.

Joel Vande Werken – info@todaydevotional.com

He Will Come Again



Picture Posted by Carolyn Kesterson

Snow & Cold Weather cancelled our original BIG 
SALE dates at the end of January… Hopefully we 
will be “Back in Business” on Friday February 6th 

& Saturday February 7th…



Prayer List 

*Dora Jean Gumm-Kim
*Douglas Dudrow
*Roger Thorne
*Kristi Sams
*Logan
*Betty Kerr
*Josh Dermont
*Jeanie Wade
*Rick DeQuasie
*Cheryl Galland
*Charlie Elliott
*Ralph McNemar
*John Hayton
*Gary Shears
*Carol Sears
*Donnie Bartlett
*Holbert McEndree
*Carlene Frederick

*Gene Williams
*Tammy Kerns
*Megan Kesterson
*Rick Beaty
*Tony Evans
*Helen Hance
*Amy & Pat Hazelette
*Larissa Horner
*Mary Anne Daggett
*Doug Prince
*Roger Bennett
*Susan Aufdenkampe
*Jennifer Hupp
*Edna June Barnes
*Joe/Janet Brookover
*Jennifer Spencer
*Shirley Mae Blosser
• Junior Tennant

Donna Galland
Phyllis Bunner
Anita Hughes
Andrew Butler
Marie Williamson

Helen Lamm
Crystal Boggs
Stanley Hunt
Terry Carter
Kinsley Wagner
Carl McNeely
Ron Pearson
Baby Elijiah 
Roger Ohse
Robert McIntire
Chase “Larry” Gordon
Bonnie Sellers
Fred Hardman
Larry Balderson
Jack Sinnett
Chris Allen
Frank Kesterson
June Eakins
Mary Evans
Evelyn Duckworth
Pam Roberts
Tina Goontz
Sandra Sidwell
Katie Patton
Sandy Sinnett
Marcia McCase
Shellie Leeson
Rebecca Barnett
Georgia Ratliff
Jennifer Metz
Joe Sinnett
Sequoyah Milhoan
Melanie Cutright
Tia Ohse
Joe Sinnett
Rick Fleming
Braden McCumbers
Gene White
Isabella
Larry Minx
Robert Miller
Christina Huffman
Tammie Moser
Lori Lemasters
Isabella
Brent Wilhelm
Kathryn Miller

Remember the Family of:
 Rose Clegg
 Ruth Anderson
 Richard Smith
 Sue Galland
 Hunter Forrider



Bible Quiz

The questions in this month’s newsletter are facts about the New 
Testament Church.  After each question is the Chapter and Verse in 

parentheses showing you where you can find, or check, your answers.  
Good Luck!!!

1. Who preached the first gospel sermon that led to the 
establishment of the church?   (Acts 2:14-36)

2. How many people were baptized and added to the church on the 
Day of Pentecost?   (Acts 2:41-47)

3. What miracle performed by Peter and John led to the preaching of 
the gospel at the temple gate?   (Acts 3-1-10)

4. What was the reaction of the Jewish leaders to the apostles’ 
preaching about Jesus’ resurrection?   (Acts 4:1-3)

5. How did the apostles respond when commanded not to preach in 
Jesus’ name?   (Acts 4:18-20)

6. Who lied about the sale of land and was struck dead as a warning 
to the early church?   (Acts 5:1-10)

7. Who was the main persecutor of the church before becoming a 
Christian himself?   (Acts 8:1-3)

8. Where did the disciples go to preach as a result of persecution 
against the church in Jerusalem after Stephen’s death?             
(Acts 8:1)

9.  Who preached Christ in Samaria, leading to the conversion of 
many, including Simon the sorcerer   (Acts 8:4-16)

10. Whom did the new converts in Samaria receive when the apostles 
laid hands on them?   (Acts 8:17)
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