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Pastor’s Message

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

“Hear the Good News: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!”

This is a passage from the Holy Communion liturgy that follows the confession. It is 
one of my favorite passages, because I love to share Good News! As sinners, we don’t 
deserve God’s love and forgiveness. Yet, thanks to God’s amazing grace, instead of 
receiving punishment, we receive forgiveness. Now that is Good News!
I look forward to sharing that passage as we gather for Holy Communion for the first 
time in 2021. As COVID numbers decrease in our area, and more folks receive their 
vaccinations, we plan to return to in-person worship on Sunday, February 7, 2021, at 
10:00 A.M. We will continue to share the Good News through Facebook LIVE and our 
church website, as well.

On a personal note, Jennifer and I have been waiting to share some good news. In 
December 2020, we purchased a condo in the Barboursville area, near Jennifer’s oldest 
sister and in the community where I grew up. We’re excited to have a permanent 
residence that will become our home when I retire in a few more years.
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Also, our oldest son, Jay, recently accepted a position as a morning news anchor at 
WZZM, an ABC affiliate in Grand Rapids, Michigan. For the past few months, Jay 
and his wife, Whitney, have been traveling in a converted van, visiting state and 
national parks throughout the United States. You are welcome to follow their 
adventures as “The Sunnymooners” on Facebook. Please keep them in your 
prayers as they begin a new chapter in their lives.

As we continue in this new year, I encourage you to share your good news. The 
world needs to hear more good news. Also, continue to share the GOOD NEWS of 
God’s love and forgiveness. The world needs to hear this GOOD NEWS, as well.

May God continue to pour out His blessings upon us, that we will be a 
blessing to others, in Jesus Name!

Pastor Jim



In Memory

A Member and Saint of our 
church, Betty Lee Hardman, age 

92, passed away at Marietta 
Memorial Hospital Belpre 

Campus on Monday, December 
28, 2020.  Our sympathy, love, & 

prayers continue to go out to 
her family and friends  

In the “Remember the Families of” section of our Prayer list, the passing 

of  other family members and friends were noted…

Shirley Koenig – Friend of 
Dale & Carol McMahan who 

attended our church with 
them before entering the 

nursing home…

Jim Hall – Brother of Debbie 
Turner & Cindy Evans

The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when 
we are parted by death. So, while we rejoice that one we love has 

entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy 
with those who mourn.

Betty started to do pencil 
coloring while she was at the 
Cedar Grove Care facility.  She 
really enjoyed it and loved to 
share her work with others. 

Maye Ayers – Grandmother  
of Tammy McCauley who she 
affectionately called “Mom” 

and who helped raise her.

Rev. Mark Smith –
Parkersburg native & 

UMC clergy



We would like to ask the congregation to lift up our 
children and youth in prayer as they head back to 
school this month.  May God’s divine protection 
surround them!  May they each be motivated and 
inspired to learn and perform in an outstanding manner.  

We ordered and received award necklaces for children 
(Grades Pre-K to 5th) who have memorized John 3:16. 
Please have your child practice the memory verse prior 
to re-opening of Children’s Church so he/she can earn a 
necklace.

Valma and Mark will be hosting a sled riding party for 
youth members (Grades 6-12) during the next big snow.  
Be alert for a text message from the group.  If your 
youth family has not received text messages, it is 
because we do not have your cell number.  Please send a 
message to Anna (304-615-3440) if you wish to be 
included.

If you would like to help with Children’s Church or 
Youth, please contact Anna Deem at 304-615-3440 or 

Pastor Jim at 304-360-3969.

Anna

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 



Meet Your Church Family

Dale & Carol McMahan

Dale Wayne McMahan was born on Nov. 21, 1956, to Ed and Viola McMahan.
Dale has three brothers, Gary, Dean and Dennis. They were blessed to live in a happy,
Christian home, full of love. While the boys were growing up they had a paper route.
With savings from this job, Dale bought his first car, a 1975 Chevy Vega. Dale graduated
from Parkersburg South High School and then met his first wife in 1975. They were
married for 13 years and had two beautiful children, Jennifer the oldest, and Brent her
younger brother. In 1988 Dale and his first wife divorced.

Because of family issues, my Aunt Bonnie and Uncle Paul adopted me in 1975. In
spite of the difficulties I had been through, one thing I know is that God had a hand in
my situation. As far as I am concerned Aunt Bonnie and Uncle Paul are my real parents.
They were the ones that raised me and took good care of me. They showed me how to
love, to show compassion and the difference between right and wrong. They believed in
God, but did not go to church. However, if I wanted to go, they made sure I was able to
get there. I did want to go to church.

I graduated in 1988 from Parkersburg South High School. My first job after
graduation was at a restaurant named “Munchies.” Then in 1990, I decided to take a
CNA class at Ohio Valley. After graduation from there, I stayed and worked for eight
months. It was while I worked there that my sister-in-law, Sandy, introduced me to one
of her employees, Dale McMahan. Dale and I met the last week of June, 1990. Little did
I know that this was the man I would be marrying on October 20, 1990 ! Yes, I had met
the man of my dreams. His daughter, Jennifer, was our flower girl and his son, Brent,
was our ring bearer. I also want to add that his mom and dad became my mom and dad
when we married. They were a true blessing in our lives. God had wonderfully blessed
my life again. In 1994 Dale and I had a beautiful daughter who we named Kayla Louise
McMahan. God had blessed our marriage and continues to do so.
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Then in 2001, during a time that Dale, a runner in excellent shape was getting ready for
his morning run, the unexpected happened. I had fixed breakfast for him and called him to
the table. When he arrived, he was as white as a sheet. I asked him what was wrong. He said
he did not feel good and that he needed to rest for a little while, hoping rest would make him
feel better and then he could go run. He did lie down for a while and then got up and finished
getting ready to go out. He hesitated at the door ! That was something he had never done
before. I asked him if he wanted me to follow him because I could tell something was not
right. He said, “yes,” and I followed him in the car. He did not make it very far at all ! He
stumbled and almost fell, so I got him into the car and drove him to the emergency room. He
told the ER doctor that when he came into the kitchen to eat that he had bumped from wall to
wall trying to walk. He had not told me that, because if he had, I would have taken him to the
ER then. At first, they said it might be a stroke. Then the doctor admitted him to the hospital.
The doctor said it was inner ear trouble, not a stroke. However, he was not getting better with
the medication they were giving him so the doctor ordered an MRI. It was a stroke !! Dale
went to Health South for a week and then was discharged to come home.

That was a stressful time, but while it was all happening, God was preparing SHOWERS
OF BLESSINGS for us ! God blessed us … I mean really blessed us !! Dale was unable to work
for a whole month. Mom (Aunt Viola) and dad (Uncle Ed) helped us. They helped with some
of our bills and helped with groceries. We had people from the church give us money and our
other family members helped us out as well. The faculty of Lubeck school took up a collection
for us and Dale’s coworkers took up a collection for us as well. One day we got a call from our
local volunteer fire department. They had taken up a collection for us and asked if we wanted
cash for bills or gift certificates for groceries. I replied “Cash!” Then I added, “Cash will help
pay for the new dryer that we have to buy, because our old one quit working this morning!”
The next day our kitchen stove went out, and Thank God, we had just received our income tax
refund ! That month we got enough money to pay all our bills … God does provide !! I thank
God that Dale’s stroke was not too bad. He returned to work the next month ! I do know that
God was there for us through all those wonderful people in our life and that God does
provide. It seems when things get tight or tough, GOD IS THERE FOR US and HE CAN DO THE
SAME FOR YOU. GOD IS ALL POWERFUL. THANK YOU, GOD !

There are a lot of other things I could write, but that will have to wait. Fast forward a
few years …. Our children are grown. Our youngest daughter now has a husband and two
sons, Cruz and Carter and a step-daughter, Addy. Dale is now retired and so am I. Dale enjoys
golfing and building things. I enjoy doing crafts, organizing, and writing. I also enjoy going
with Dale when he golfs. (I drive the golf cart – Yippee !!) We also love spending time with
our grandsons.

Dale and I have gone to church the whole time we have been married. We changed
our membership from Lubeck United Methodist to South Parkersburg United Methodist
Church in 2019. From the moment we walked through the doors at SPUMC we felt at
home. Dale really enjoys leading the Lunch Sack Blessings, as well as attending United
Methodist Men. As for me, I am enjoying learning to be the secretary of the United
Methodist Women. In closing, all we can say is, “Thank you, God, for always being there for
us.” Amen.

God Bless,Dale and Carol McMahan



Letter to SPUMC Men

From the United Methodist Men



United Methodist Women

The first meeting of the United Methodist Women was held on January 12th at 
6:30. With 4 members present, we listened to the reading and approval of minutes and 
treasury reports. We did a Zoom meeting. In order for us to have a successful meeting, 
each lady needs to be ready to sign on at 6:30, this will give us a full hour to have our 
meeting. We look forward to fellowship when we open our church.

A discussion was held on a new project to reach out to foster children to provide 
medium totes for children to pack their belongings to move to a new location. The idea 
was from a posting in Facebook about children carrying their belongings in garbage bags. 
After discussion it was decided that 10 totes would be presented to Erika Whited, who 
works at the Foster Program at the DHHR and she can dispense them as needed.

A discussion was held as to how to take care of the Baby Bottle Boomerang that 

we usually participate in in February. It was decided that we would ask that an extra 
offering be given toward that Silver Plate offering, since that is the target for February as 
directed by the Stewardship committee. We will continue to support this ministry except 
that is not done in the manner we are familiar with.

In other business President Sandy, stated that in the past administrations a lady 
volunteered to do a devotion. She has asked us to consider taking on a 3 minute 
devotion each month we meet, aside from the program. She suggested we use a 
devotion that particularly speaks to her heart at the time. A volunteer has signed up for 
Feb 9th meeting and a volunteer has signed up for April 13th. The following meetings 
need a devotion volunteer:    March 9th, May 11th, June 8th, July 13th, August 10th, 
September 14th, October 12th, November 9th, & December 14th.  These dates hopefully 
we will be back to face to face meetings, and then people can volunteer for hostesses. 
The relaunch team will be responsible for that decision. 

If you have any questions you can reach Sandy at san2sin@cascable.net or 
Sinnett081@gmail.com or text me at 304-494-6255, or leave a voice mail at 304-485-
4184. God bless you and in this difficult year let’s let God reign supreme!!! 

The next meeting will be on February 9th at 6:30 and our devotional leader will 
be Anna Deem and the program will be presented by Jennifer Plyburn.  All will be given 
an invite by the week of February 1st with your pass word and meeting ID.

Sandy



Christian Friends Class Project

Earlier in the month a letter was sent out to the congregation describing a project 
to support the St. Jude’s Ranch for Children.  Most people are familiar with the work of St. 
Jude’s Hospital whose mission is to treat and cure childhood cancer at no cost to the 
patient and family.  However, the work done by the St. Jude’s Ranch for Children is not as 
well known to the public.

St. Jude’s Ranch for Children (SJRC) wasn’t a place so much as a dream in the mind 
of one well-meaning man. ”What if we could build a place for neglected children?” He 
wondered. “How much good could we do?”  A lot! For 50 years, SJRC has provided a safe, 
nurturing home with therapeutic residential treatment services to thousands of abused 
and neglected children in Nevada. St. Jude’s Ranch has made and continues to make a 
difference by creating new lives with new hope for these children.  It all began with 
Father Jack Adam, an Episcopalian priest, who envisioned a place where neglected 
children could feel loved. He named the place after St. Jude, the Patron Saint of 
Desperate Causes. At first, Father Adam’s project seemed to be one of those desperate 
causes, but that changed in 1966 when several members of the community stepped in to 
help.  St. Jude’s Ranch for Children was instituted in 1966, construction began in 1967 and 
later that year, Eddie – a boy from Elko, Nevada – became the first resident. The Ranch 
wasn’t big or fancy, but the kind people of Southern Nevada quickly embraced the 
organization and its mission.

MISSION: Transforming the lives of abused and at-risk children, young adults and families 
by empowering them to create new choices and new hope in a caring community.

VISION: To break the cycle of abuse and neglect by mending spirits and renewing hope.

SJRC serves approximately 500 children/year through their programs…  The average 
child stays with them for 285 days.  They keep siblings together – sometimes living as a 
family for the first time. They are the only facility able to take large sibling groups.  
Through their programs, they offer a continuum of care for children newborn through age 
25.  They operate high quality therapeutic programs – 100% compliance on all regulatory 
reviews.  They keep teen moms and their babies together – ensuring the bonding of their 
new family.  Their high school seniors have a 100% graduation rate.  Their children are 
served USDA nutritious, well-balanced meals to help promote health and well being.

This project involves saving the fronts of your recycled cards (except for Hallmark, 
American Greetings and Disney which they are unable to accept due to copyright laws) as 
they continue to revamp their recycled card program in their effort to provide teens with 
life and work skills.  They also accept new cards (any occasion) with or without the 
envelopes.  The goal is to help children and youth break the cycle of abuse, abandonment 
and neglect. For now, please save your cards until we can safely collect them and send 
them on to the St. Jude’s Ranch for Children… Thank you!



Stewardship Committee Report



Finance Committee Report



Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent

Wednesday, February 17th is Ash Wednesday when Christian believers 

throughout the world normally allow themselves to be marked with ashes in an 

ancient tradition. Obviously the pandemic will have an impact on that ritual.  

Ash Wednesday begins the forty-day season of Lent. The ashes are received and 

worn as a public declaration that we are sinners, works-in-progress, and 

suppliants before the mercy and grace of God.  Yes, simple ashes announce 

these humbling admissions of our souls to the rest of the world. They speak a 

sobering message of our human weakness before God and our neighbor. And for 

believers there couldn’t be a better or more transparent way to start Lent.

Lent is about accepting who we are. It’s acknowledging the bad news that 

is oftentimes in our hearts and in our world. It’s about confessing our fallenness. 

Lent is the season of self-honesty. It’s a time when we can put away the masks 

and bring down the facades. Lent opens a forum where we can admit to 

ourselves, and to those around us, that we are sinners and in need of divine 

help.  By acknowledging the sinfulness in our souls, such sinfulness loses its 

power over us. By confessing our sins, we realize their interior weakness and 

futility. By removing the frenzy of pride – which is fueled by our efforts to hide 

or justify our sins – we are able to see a different way of life. Such clarity clears 

away the fog of confusion and uncertainty. And with such haze removed, we are 

able to see a new and brighter path. We are able to see our dignity and true 

worth as the children of God and are shown the life-giving way of love and 

reconciliation.

In this process, light dispels darkness, healing overcomes brokenness, and 

freedom vanquishes the slavery of sin. We are blessed with clarity of mind, 

integrity of heart, and liberty of will.  Lent is the season of confessions and of 

freedom in Jesus Christ. It’s the season of conversion and re-creation by grace.  

The humbling disclosure of our souls that we are sinners, without excuse or 

explanation, opens us up to the real work of Lent. And it’s this Lenten work that 

defines the penitential aspect of the season. Lent doesn’t compel us to stay in a 

cesspool of shame or to sit in a permanent soiled state of guilt. It shows us our 

freedom by grace. Lent points us to the way of love and pushes us to pursue it 

and to labor tirelessly to live it more fully in all we do.

(continued on next page)



The work of Lent, therefore, relies on the Sermon on the Mount and the 

witness of the early Christians. As it reveals the way of the Lord Jesus, Lent 

echoes the call to fast, pray, and give alms. Such practices are given for our 

good, but also for the good of the Church.  As Christians, we struggle for our 

own salvation by grace, but we do not labor alone. Lent calls us to holiness, just 

as it calls us to one another. Lent reminds us that the Christian journey is not a 

path that is made by ourselves. And the summons to community life is a part of 

the Lenten work. As the Book of Proverbs teaches us, as iron sharpens iron, so 

man sharpens his fellow man. And so, the Christian community is the laboratory 

and the gym of the Lenten season. It’s where the real, uncontrolled, and 

frequently messy work of Lent happens.

Lent, therefore, is a family celebration. It exists and thrives within the 

community of Christian believers. Our ashes are worn as a confession to 

ourselves, but also to those around us. Our Lenten observances are done for our 

healing, but also for the healing of our neighbors. In the Lenten season, we re -

learn humility in reference to the fallenness of our own souls, as well as 

compassion toward the same fallenness in the souls of our friends and 

neighbors.  And so, we fast, pray, and give alms as individuals and as a 

community. Our fasting is not only an abstinence from food and drink.  It is also 

a fast from rash judgment and negativity. Our prayer is not offered solely by 

ourselves, but also with one another. We are vulnerable and die to our pride as 

we offer praise and supplication together. And we give alms, not simply money 

or charitable items, but also patience, kindness, a generosity of time, and peace 

to those closest to us. And we exercise meekness in admitting we need these 

from others and graciously accept them when they’re offered.  This is the living 

out of our confession. It’s the reason for the ashes. It is the work of Lent.

Father Jeffrey F. Kirby

Source:  CRUX – Taking the Catholic Pulse.  Written by Father Jeffrey F. Kirby, Senior Contributor.  Feb 

23, 2020.





2020 Life Lessons

We can all agree that 2020 has been one of the most disruptive and unforgettable years 
of all time.  The pandemic overshadowed everything, but we also endured fires, 

hurricanes, protests, and political unrest during that tumultuous year.  At the very least, 
we need to takeaway some of the best life lessons learned last year to make our lives 

better in 2021 and beyond.  Presented below are several lessons that can help us to move 
forward in a positive way.

1. Be Thankful for the Blessing in Your Life

2020 came with profound losses for many of us.  We will have to live with some of those 
forever.  As painful as that may be, we are still here to talk about it… That in itself is a  gift.  
Finding those gifts in our lives and acknowledging them can make us happier.  It can help 
us to build deeper connections and stronger relationships.  We need to try to recognize 
the gifts in our lives and find ways to show appreciation for the people we love and work 
on making gratitude a common practice in our daily lives.

2. Live in the Moment

Research shows that most of us are not living in the moment.  The problem is that when 
our mind wanders away from what is right in front of us, we tend to focus on negative 
things.  This then gets in the way of enjoying the good moments that are happening in 
the present.  Going forward we need to be more present and mindful.  We need to savor 
the little moments and pleasures that inspire joy.  

3. Value Relationships

2020 has tested our relationships.  It put distance between some and made it impossible 
to get distance in others.  That strengthened some relationships and ended others.  2020 
showed us how important our relationships are and that they can be a source of support, 
strength, and deep fulfillment.  In 2021 we need to actively invest time and energy in 
nurturing our good relationships.

4. Ask for Help

Last year in our daily news we saw many people who made sacrifices, big and small, to 
help others and keep things moving in a positive direction.  It showed that people were 
willing to make sacrifices to help each other, even total strangers, during those difficult 
times.  Yet, even with all that help out there, most of us won’t ask for it – even when we 
truly need it.  Human beings learn from an early age that we need to be independent.  
However, this mindset can be harmful in both our earthly and spiritual lives.  Asking for 
help can actually deepen our connections with the people around us and allow us to lift 
each other up when we need it.  Remember, asking for help is not a weakness.  It is a sign 
of strength and courage.

(continued on next page) 



5. Expect the Unexpected

Planning gives us a sense of control and helps us work toward goals.  But if 2020 taught 
us anything, some of our well thought out plans got tossed out the window –
vacations, graduations, trips, careers, and just about every other facet of our lives were 
shattered.  And yet, the unexpected can have a positive impact on us.  It forces us to 
pay more attention on what is going on around us, to think more critically, and engage 
with others more deeply.  We need to start to build more flexibility into our plans and 
adapt a “Go-With-The-Flow” mentality when the need arises. 

6. Accept That We Can’t (and Never Will) Know Everything

Lack of information, misinformation, and disinformation became very polarizing in 
2020.  Facts are important, but facts aren’t always available, accurate, or complete 
when you look at just one source of information.  No one has all the answers and no 
one ever will.  And that’s OK…  In 2021 we need to try and not get anxious about what 
we don’t know, and always get our information from more than one source.  We also 
need to question the sources we do use and acknowledge the biases that they, and we, 
may have.

7. Invest in Self-Care

2020 was not just stressful… It was exhausting.  Sheltering-in-place, working and 
studying from home, and social isolation took a toll on us both psychologically and 
physically.  Unfortunately, in times of stress we tend to focus outward and ignore our 
own needs.  In 2021 we need to focus on our own mental and physical well-being to 
help relieve our stress and anxiety, and to live more fulfilling lives.

Source:  Commonwealth newsletter

New Years Resolutions

• We resolve to use our voices for positive change.
• We resolve to stay flexible in our planning and 

ideas.
• We resolve to appreciate the blessings we have 

and express more gratitude.
• We resolve to listen more and communicate better.
• We resolve to set aside more time to take care of 

ourselves so we can be our best selves every day.
• We resolve to become more active in our 

communities so that we can make positive changes 
from the ground up, rather than solely relying on 
others to do it from the top down.



Daily Prayer List 

Remember the families of:
Shirley Koenig – Friend of Dale & Carol McMahan
Jim Hall – Brother of Debbie Turner & Cindy Evans
Maye Ayers – Mother of Tammy McCauley
Rev. Mark Smith – Parkersburg native & UMC Clergy

Helen Boone

Jan Houghton

Linda Knight

Michael Martin

Ralph McNemar

Barbara Terrell

Jim Whitlach

Daniel Houghton - Son of Tom and Jan Houghton

Brandon Pathtel - Nephew of Linda Milhoan

Deb Tuttle - Friend of Jennifer Plyburn

Christine Schenerlein - Niece of Jan Kinder

Opal Vincent

Laiana Nichols

Johnny Pierson - Uncle of Anita Baum
Johnny Binegar - Father of Olivia Elliott

Clarence Full

Ed Berry - Friend of Rick Deem

Jackie Bowker - Mother of Ken Pritchard

Ann Thorne

Neva Bumgarner
Mary Knotts

Baker Neal

Linda Roberts - Sister of Mike Branch and Rick DeQuasie

Lois Damron - Sister of Vickie Pritchard

Al Adkins

Sue Buzzard
Eleanor Wilcox

Glenn Smith - Cousin of Rick Deem

Phyllis & Randy Bradley

Tony Justice

Alice Hall - Daughter of Al Adkins
Kay Sprouse - Sister of Brenda Walker

Donovan Reed - per Jennifer Hupp

Ray Lindeman - per Bubby Rowe

Todd Wine - per Terry Nichols

Vicky Shuman

Meagan Fraeser - per Vicky Shuman

Rocky Crislip - per Sandy Sinnett

Tammy Schwendeman - per Kathy Kidd

Kathy Kidd

Preston Ferrell - Cousin of Melissa Kuhl

Michael and Renee Carroll

Julie Kuntz - per Kathryn Miller

Abby Roberts - Niece of Melissa Hupp

Carman and Beverly Adams

Susan McNemar

Chris and Barbara Truman
Brianna Swiger

Mike Lemon - Per Laiana Nichols

Carolyn Baber - Sister of Jerry Baum

Tom Houghton

Betty Skinner

June Hupp

Dan Stuckey - per Sandy Sinnett

Claudette Delancy

Jerry Workman - per Rick Deem
Larry and Karen Walker - Brother and Sister-in-law of Carolyn Martin

Barbara and Larry LeMasters - Sister and Brother-in-law of Brent Wilhelm

Nichole Young - per Jan Kinder

Garry and Dora Jean Gumm

Delbert Sellers - Nephew of June Hupp

Gracie Rosenbohm
David McMurray - Brother of Barbara Terrell



Adams, Beverly
Archer, Anna—brain tumor—Lois Boise
Baker, Julia—leukemia—Mike Miller
Baker, Oren—cancer
Bennett, Michelle—cancer—B. Terrell’s daughter
Blair, Margaret—cancer—Carol McMahan
Boney, Lon—tumor—B. Rowe
Bradley, Raymond—cancer—R. Bradley
Branch Family
Brown, Emma—liver/thyroid—Linda Knopp
Buffington, Dave—stroke—Terry Jeffreys
Burgard, Jeff—stroke—(The Willows 217) Jim Whitlatch
Burdette, Jenifer—cancer—P. Bradley
Burress, Pat--cancer
Butler, Kevin—mass in stomach—V. Shuman
Cosner, Brenda—heart—A. Dotson
Cunningham, Alan—leukemia—Mike Miller
Daggott, Carter—brain cancer—M. Hupp
Davis, Carrie—stroke—B. Pratt
DeFreitas, Larry—heart—Jim Braden
Dickson, Bill—cancer—Pastor Jim Plyburn
Digman, Glen—cancer—Cathi Wermter
Dotson, Larry—cancer—Mary Knotts
Durst, Erica—MS—Brad Lewis
Eaton, Carolyn—Betty Neal
Elliott, Charlie—throat cancer—June Hupp
Enoch, Allison & Matthew—cystic fibrosis—De Hoover
Enoch, Jessie (5 years old)—leukemia—K. Lucas
Everett, Clara—Hospice—Jennifer Hupp
Fortney, Amy—T. Lewis
Full, Clarence
Gaines, Brad & Sharon—Judy Jonas
Galland, Fred & Sue
Gilchrist, Gene & Flora—Katy Roberts
Gilmore, Cara—Niemann-Pick Disease—Jan Kinder
Gilmore, Eddie—cancer—Beth Baker
Goodrich, John & Lois
Gray, Pam—cancer—J. Youell
Grimm, Andrea—colon cancer—J. McNemar
Gross, Donna—T. Jeffreys
Harris, Anthony—lung cancer—Stan Epler
Hendricks, Peggy—cancer—Jennifer Hupp
Hickman, Sonny—cancer—Steve Stanley
Higgins, Terri—cancer—Jan Barnes
Hobbs, Darlinea—breast cancer—B. Rowe
Hudson, Sharon—stroke—Jill Youell
Jefferson, Betsy—heart—Carolyn Kesterson
Johnson, Aaron—thyroid cancer—Patty Morgan
Jones, Glenda—at the Willows—B. Terrell
Kirk, Greg—rare cancer—Phyllis Bradley
Knotts, Jim—stroke—Mary Knotts husband
Leasure, Barb—Judy Jonas
Lucas, Shelly—cancer—J. Whitlatch
Luck, Greg—cancer—T. Jeffreys
Matthess, Hunter—leukemia—B. Lewis
Mayes, Vic—cancer—Jill Youell
McCoy, Randy—cancer—A. Baum
McKendree, Bobby—heart—Pat Tucker

Mills, Millie—fell/broke both legs—June Hupp
Milhoan, Dave—cancer—Mark’s Brother
Morris, Michael—kidney cancer—Kathy Kidd’s brother
Morrison, Bill—CHF—Kestersons
Morrison, Tammy—breast cancer—Jill Youell
Mugrage, Linda—esophagus—Jennifer Hupp
Newhouse, J.—cancer—E. Epler
Nutter, Betty—lung cancer
Ogden, Sherry—hospice care—Laiana Nichols
Travis Otter - Per Tammy Lewis
Parsons, Gary—lung condition—A. Deem
Phillips, Paul—prayers to walk—M. Miller
Poling, Duane (Beaver)—Marie Williamson’s brother
Radabaugh, Pam—needs a heart—Don Beeson
Reed, Shelia—Jennifer Hupp
Reese, Carol—brain tumor—Pat Tucker
Rhodes, Beth—cancer—C. Wermter
Roberts, Jennifer—Brad Lewis
Ross, Kevin—parkinsons—Ken Pritchard
Sayre, Alice—seizures—Jill Youell
Sellers, Betty Scott—cancer—J. Kinder
Settle, Tara—brain cancer—Anita Baum
Sieto, Ray—cancer—K. Miller
Slusser, Emma Jean –cancer—Melanie Reed
Sinnett, Jack—Sandy Sinnett’s Brother
Smith, David—Bruce Bumgarner/Ann Thorne
Schollenberger, Rosalie—cancer—Becky Stephens
Sprouse, Ashley—brain tumor—C. Barnes
Stanojevic, Bessie—Pat Tucker
Stallman, Mary—heart—Pat Tucker
Talerico, Russell—cancer—Melanie Reed
Tanner, Adam—cancer—Hoover
Terrell, Barbara
Terry, Faith—Jerry Baum
Thomas, Caroline—brain surgery—Anita Baum
Thorne, Roger & Ann
Tice, Kelly—Shirley Tice
Tucker, Richard Sr.—cancer—P. Tucker
Turrill, John—cancer—Melissa Hupp
Vincent, Joey—brain cancer—Patty Morgan
Walcutt, Larry—chemo—Melissa Hupp
Walker, Clay—kidneys—Mark Walker
Watts, Myke—blood pressure—Patti Morgan
White, Fred—cancer—Mitch Morgan
Whitehead, Jeanette—lung—J. Whitlatch
Whitlatch, JoAnn
Williams, Rich—kidney transplant—Linda Knopp
Wigal, Cole—B. Terrill
Wilson, Vivian—tumors—Jennifer Plyburn
Wolfe, Donna—cancer—J. McNemar
Wolfe, Gary—tumor—J. McNemar
Wolfe, Terry—lung cancer—N. Russell
Wood, Cece—Jan Barnes
Wood, Gary & Mike Wood
Woolwine, Charlotte – Cancer – K. Sexauer
Yoak, Tom—cancer
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February Birthday & Anniversary Dates

BIRTHDAYS:
February 3rd Dylan Cox

February 4th Mike Kidd

February 5th Evan Hyson

February 6th Helen McAfee

February 8th Sara Reeves

February 8th Jimmy Youell

February 9th Adam Sams

February 9th Christian Johnson

February 10th Vicky Shuman

February 10th Sydney Staats

February 12th Jason Miller

February 12th Melanie Reed

February 13th Chris Anderson

February 13th Mandy Kelsey

February 14th Bob Hoffman

February 14th Michael Stewart

February 15th Catherine Church

February 16th Katherine Moyer

February 16th Nick Reed

February 17th Larry Sexauer

February 17th Mel Wermter

February 21st Beth Baker

February 21st Dylan McCoy

February 21st Hayden Chaddock

February 23rd Rick Deem

February 24th Brylynn Tice

February 24th Phyllis Walters

February 25th Kathryn Miller

February 27th Rachel Starling

February 28th Bailey Mahew
February 28th Austin Braden

ANNIVERSARY:
February 14th Steve & Sheila Mays

February 22nd Stan & Evie Epler

February 28th Alan & Ashley Dotson





SPUMC Quiz
This  Month’s quiz focuses on your knowledge of our church history & timeline…  

Answers can be found below the quiz…  Good Luck!!!
1. What year was our church established?
2. What was the first name of our church?
3. Who was the first pastor of our church?
4. What year was the first Vacation Bible School held?
5. What sad event occurred during the time of the first VBS?
6. Who is the pastor with the longest tenure at our church to date?
7. When did the construction of the main church building begin?
8. What year did our church become part of the United Methodist church?
9. Who was the first pastor of our church when we became part of the UMC?
10. Who donated the money to build our current church parsonage?

School – Now & Then

One of the “casualties” of the pandemic has been the normal routine of sending our 

children to school on a daily basis.  Instead we have converted our homes into classrooms to 
accommodate “remote learning” for those kids.  This has been a frustrating and exhaustive 
experience for everyone involved – Kids, Teachers, Mom & Dad, Grandma & Grandpa, and 
everyone else who has been recruited into a role that they have not been trained to do.  

With twin 9-year old grandsons, we “inherited” this role from their working parents.  
Fortunately my wife, Karen, is a retired school teacher and does have the skill sets required 
to do the job.  Unfortunately, the boys tend to see us not as their teachers, but rather as 
their Nana & Papa.  This has caused some “disruptions” in the learning process. 

All of this has gotten me to think about what it was like when I was their age and in 
elementary school. Below, on the left, is a picture of a typical classroom in the early 1960’s.  
On the right is a picture of their current “classroom” – IPAD’s provided by the State of West 
Virginia with headphones to assist in their communication with their teachers and 
classmates.  What would we have done if this pandemic had struck during the early 1960’s 
when none of this learning technology was available to us?   We are thankful that our kids 
are now back in school at least on a part-time basis.  Hopefully full-time in the near future.

Larry

1 – 1925, 2 – South Parkersburg United Brethren in Christ Church, 3. – Rev. J.O. Potts, 4. - 1940, 5. - The pastor’s wife, Mrs.
Kelbaugh, was hit by a pick-up truck crossing the road to church, 6. - Rev. Kelbaugh, 10 years, 139-49, 7.  - 1940, 8. - 1968, 9. -

Pastor Denzil Proudfoot, 10. - Anna Gault


