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Pastor’s Message

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

As we welcome February, the Season of Lent is only a few weeks away.  This year 
Ash Wednesday falls on February 26th.  There will be a service at 6:30 P.M. in the 
sanctuary, during which I will offer the imposition of ashes, making the mark of the 
cross on your forehead as a sign of penitence and unworthiness.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend this very meaningful service.

The evening before Ash Wednesday, February 25th, we will be holding a Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Dinner in the CFC from 5:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M.  (The term “Shrove” 
is an old English word, a form of the word “shrive”, which means to obtain forgiveness 
for one's sins by way of confession in preparation for Lent, a time to reflect on the fact 
that God loved us so much  that “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us!”)  Why 
pancakes?  Rich foods made from flour, eggs, sugar and fats, are traditionally given up 
during Lent, so these are used up on the day before Lent begins.  Plan to join us for our 
first annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner.

While we have experienced a mild winter so far, there is still the possibility of 
snowy weather in the forecast.  In the event of slick roads and poor travel conditions, 
please be careful.  If the Parkersburg area is placed under a travel emergency and we 
are instructed to stay off the roads, church activities will be canceled until conditions 
improve.  Please stay safe this winter and use your best judgment before traveling. 
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Also, this is still flu season.  If you think that you are experiencing flu 
symptoms, you have my permission to stay home and rest.  Please let the church 
know that you are ill, so that we can keep you in our prayers.  

Otherwise, I look forward to seeing you in Worship on Sunday mornings, 
Sunday evenings, at Prayer Time and Bible Study on Wednesday evenings, and at 
the Friday Fun Nights (February 7th and 21st), Shrove Tuesday Dinner and the Ash 
Wednesday Service.

Each Day is a gift from God, “Let us Rejoice and Be Glad in it”!

Blessings and Prayers,

Pastor Jim

Christian Education & Youth Ministry

Nearly 100 church members and friends – ages 2 to 97 – attended our first annual 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION on January 12th in the CFC.  A delicious meal was enjoyed, as 

well as birthday cake, cupcakes, cookies, and pies for dessert.  There was lots of 
laughter, as we played games and shared stories!  Thanks to all who attended and to 

those who decorated the tables, supplied the desserts, and served as “hosts” for each 
month!  Everything looked fantastic!  Folks are already looking forward to the next 

Birthday Celebration in 2021!  Don't miss it!

SPARK

Our SPARK group has been learning about the life and ministry of Jesus.  They will be 
participating in the Ash Wednesday Service on February 26th.  Parent should plan to 
attend the service with their children.  All children ages 3 years old through 5th grade 

are invited to participate on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 7:30 P.M.  Three age-level 
groups experience the Bible story through scripture, games, drama, music, crafts, and 

snacks.  Parents are encouraged to participate in the Adult Bible Study in the sanctuary, 
while their children attend SPARK.



Youth Group

Our Middle School and High School Youth are an active group – at church, school, at 
home, in their communities, and in sports, dance, and drama.  They are growing in 

their faith and very eager to share God's love with others.  They will be doing another 
“Mini-Mission Project” on Monday, February 17th – Presidents' Day – at the Heart & 

Hand Outreach Center in South Charleston, WV.  This is one of our West Virginia 
Annual Conference United Methodist Missions and the fourth mission site they have 

visited in the last two years.  They provide excellent volunteer help, while fulfilling the 
mission “to discover, develop, and deploy passionate spiritual leaders who make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Youth Epiphany Party

Youth Group Epiphany Party - Food, Fun, Fellowship! Celebrating the 12th day of 

Christmas with games and gifts. Entering the New Year with promises and prayers to 

share the light and love of Jesus

Jennifer

Friday Fun Nights – Feb 7
th

& 21
st

6PM to 8PM in the CFC

Play board games, work puzzles, make cards, crochet, or just enjoy fellowship and 
food… Bring your favorite snacks to share.  Everyone invited – Bring a friend!!!



In Memory

A Saint of our church, Charles “Bill” 
Longwell, age 88, passed away on January 
8, 2020.  We continue to pray for his family 
and friends as they mourn the loss of their 

loved one…

Memory Verse

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Romans 8:38-39

When the apostle Paul wrote the above verses he had been facing grueling times 
because he was a Christian. He had suffered rejection from friends, persecution from 
the government, and had spent many months of his life in an isolated prison cell. But 
regardless of what people or the circumstances of life did to him, Paul had discovered a 
vital truth: Nothing that occurs in this life has the power to separate a believer from the 
love of God.  

Women’s Care                                          

Baby Bottle Boomerang

Sunday, January 19th, 2020 was celebrated as Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, a day to 
celebrate LIFE! It was also the Kick-off of the Women’s Care Baby Bottle Boomerang 

fundraiser.  Women’s Care is the designated Silver Plate Mission for the month of 
February, and filling these bottles is a great way to support this critical mission in our 

community…   



Stewardship Report



Brent Wilhelm is our President for year 2020. Our next monthly
meeting is Tuesday, February 11, 6:30 p.m. The men will be brainstorming
small projects they can do to make improvements in our Church, our
Christian Fellowship Center, or our Community. Men, please come out and
join us and help plan our spring activities.

Larry Sexauer visited Latrobe Street Mission last week and talked
with Pastor Jim Sims (the speaker from the mission who came to our
church in December 2018). Steve Clay, their Operations Director, had back
surgery in Columbus in December and is expected to be out for another
week or so.

Since the Latrobe Street Mission is our Silver Plate focus for March
and our church is also having a clothing/soup event in March with leftover
clothing being donated to the Mission, we wanted to tour their facility and
learn more about their activities. See below the discussion with Jim:

(1) They would be glad to have the UMM come on the 2nd Tuesday
in March and tour their facility at 6:30 p.m. We could then have our
men’s meeting in their conference room or cafeteria after the tour.

(2) They are VERY interested in picking up our "leftover" clothing
after the event on March 21st. We just need to give them a
verification of the day and time as we get closer to that date.

(3) Pastor Jim Sims will write a short article for our March
newsletter with a summary of their 2019 operations and a look
ahead at what they will be doing in 2020.

MEN, we need your ideas AND your help !!! We always have a good
time and great Christian fellowship. All men of the church, W E L C O M E
!! Any questions, give me a call.

Submitted by: Brent Wilhelm – 304-615-8302

United Methodist Men



United Methodist Women

The first meeting of United Methodist Women for 2020 was
attended by 15 ladies. The program was on the “Serenity Prayer”,
presented by Jennifer Plyburn. In the President's Moments, I stated ideas
that I would like to see happen throughout the year. I stressed that we
cannot do this without the help of all the ladies. I want to thank the ladies
for attending and wish for an active year in which God can be glorified.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 11th at 6:30 P.M. Please
try to come. We will finalize plans for a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Meal to
be held on February 25th from 5:00 – 7:00 P.M. in the CFC. There will be
pancakes, sausage, coffee, juice, and milk for a donation. The men have
agreed to prepare the pancakes and the women will be decorating and
helping as needed.

We have agreed to help Kay Wilhelm with the Clothing and Soup
Sale in March. There are plenty of things and events that you can become
involved in.

Last Sunday, a flyer was passed among the women asking them to
update their preferences for helping with the Bereavement Dinners. If
you have not returned this information to me, please do so. Also, I am
asking what is the best form of communicating with you. If it is by cell
phone, please text me at 304-488-6791 and leave your number with me.
Thank you. If it is by e-mail, please e-mail me at san2sin@cascable.net
and leave your e-mail address. It is the intent of the group to be more
effective in communicating with you. Thanks so much for your help in this
matter.

God Bless You!

Sandy Sinnett



The Beauty in Brokenness

It crashed to the floor, breaking into an explosion of pieces. Beyond repair. My 
favorite mug, now being swept into the trash. “Should have been more careful,” I 
mumbled to myself. In the midst of the hurried cleaning frenzy, I’d lost my grip. So telling 
of real life. “Just glue it back Mom,” my kids said. But it would never be the same. The 
damage was done.

Broken things. Very familiar to a family of 5, with 4 pets. Lots of things moving 
around and active in our house. And if certain broken pieces are able to be fixed, they 
normally find a temporary home on the shelf, awaiting the super glue repairs. Or maybe 
just tossed away if unable to be neatly pieced back together and strategically repaired 
without hint of a patchwork of super glue lines. Often, it takes too much work to fix 
what is broken. It’s easier to just buy a new one.

Ever feel that way? Broken. Shattered. Set on a shelf. Tossed aside. Or thrown 
away. It takes too much work to try to restore. “Just get a new one,” the mindset of our 
culture whispers our way. “Don’t let anyone see the broken flaws.” Such reality in the 
way we often live in this world with our broken families, broken relationships, broken 
dreams, broken lives.

In Japan, they’ve made an art out of restoring broken things. An ancient practice 
called Kintsugi, meaning “golden joinery” or “to patch with gold,” is an age-old custom 
of repairing cracked pottery with real gold, not only fixing the break, but greatly 
increasing the value of the piece.  The heart of it all - turning what is broken into 
beautiful, cherished pieces, by sealing the cracks and crevices with lines of fine gold. 
Instead of hiding the flaws, Kintsugi artists highlight them, creating a whole new design 
and bringing unique beauty to the original piece. The pottery actually becomes more 
beautiful and valuable in the restoration process because, though it was once broken, it 
not only has history, but a new story.

While most normal repairs of broken things hide themselves, like nicely sealed 
super glue fixes, the usual intent is simply to make something “as good as new.” Yet the 
art of Kintsugi reinforces a profound belief that the repair can make things not only as 
good as they were before, but “better than new.”  Better than new?... Soak that in for a 
moment.  There are lies out there that swirl around and whisper to your deepest soul in 
weak moments, when you’ve lost your grip, and things come crashing down. You feel 
the need to hide the scars. You feel like the brokenness has rendered you useless in life. 
You feel beyond repair this time. You feel tossed aside. Forgotten. Shamed. Rejected. As 
you sit on a shelf.

(continued on next page)



Yet God breaks through all that mess. You are never beyond healing. You are never 
too broken for restoration. You are never too shattered for repair. Don't be ashamed of 
your scars, of the deep crevices that line your soul, or the broken places of your life. 
They have an amazing story to tell.  Here is truth. Just because we’ve been broken 
doesn’t mean that we are thrown away. Just because we’ve been broken doesn’t mean 
that we are un-usable, set up on a shelf. Just because we’ve been broken doesn’t mean 
that we are forgotten.  Brokenness has the power, unlike anything else, to bring forth 
new beauty, strength, and inspiration to others. Because it’s often in those moments 
that we’ve tasted deep suffering, that we noticed, we were made for more. There’s 
more. There’s purpose.

The scars of life, the healed wounds, the deep lines, they all have stories to tell. 
Yet often we try to hide them away, preferring instead to present to the world, a safe 
façade of who we are, a more “perfect” version. It’s too difficult to risk the real 
vulnerability of exposing what once was. Or what still is.

We have a Healer. One who repairs. Who can fit the broken pieces that no longer 
seem to fit right into a perfect design. He works, often behind the scenes, mending, 
fitting together, creating a better work of art, more than we ever dreamed possible. He 
makes all things beautiful. Especially in the broken. All from His Grace. It is real life. 
Jagged edges and all. They have such meaning.  You are not just simply patched back 
together, as He secretly hopes the glue will stick this time. Your repair and healing is 
never intended to be invisible, but beautifully lined with shining grace through every 
scar and broken space. Gold filled crevices of our heart, now stronger, better, more 
beautiful than before.  And that is what His story is really all about. Bringing life to what 
was broken. He was willing to take on the brokenness of the world in exchange for our 
freedom.  Jesus, our Savior, who sets us free and makes all things new…

Debbie McDaniel – Finding Beauty in Brokenness: Christ Came to Heal and Redeem,  

Crosswalk.com blogspot for Debbie McDaniel of Fresh Day Ahead.  2017Apr 13. 

We search the world for truth; we cull 
The good, the pure, the beautiful, 

From graven stone and written scroll, 
From all old flower-fields of the soul; 

And, weary seekers of the best, 
We come back laden from the quest, 

To find that all the sages said 
Is in the Book our mothers read. 

The Book Our Mothers Read, by John Greenleaf 
Whittier<https://www.poetrynook.com/poet/john-greenleaf-whittier

The Book Our Mothers Read

Submitted by:  Tammy Lewis



Church Signs

• THE BEST VITAMIN FOR A CHRISTIAN IS B1. 

• UNDER SAME MANAGEMENT FOR OVER 2000 YEARS. 

• SOUL FOOD SERVED HERE. 

• DON’T WAIT FOR THE HEARSE TO TAKE YOU TO CHURCH. 

• LIFE HAS MANY CHOICES. ETERNITY HAS TWO.          
WHAT’S YOURS? 

• WORRY IS INTEREST PAID ON TROUBLE BEFORE IT IS DUE. 

• PREACH THE GOSPEL AT ALL TIMES.                                      
USE WORDS IF NECESSARY. 

• PREVENT TRUTH DECAY. BRUSH UP ON YOUR BIBLE. 

• IT’S HARD TO STUMBLE WHEN YOU’RE DOWN ON YOUR 
KNEES. 

• WHAT PART OF “THOU SHALT NOT” DON’T YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 

• A CLEAR CONSCIENCE MAKES A SOFT PILLOW. 

• THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. REPENT BEFORE PAYDAY. 

• NEVER GIVE THE DEVIL A RIDE, 

HE WILL ALWAYS WANT TO DRIVE. 

• CAN’T SLEEP? TRY COUNTING YOUR BLESSINGS. 

• FORBIDDEN FRUIT CREATES MANY JAMS. 

• CHRISTIANS, KEEP THE FAITH—BUT NOT FROM OTHERS! 

• SATAN SUBTRACTS AND DIVIDES. 

GOD ADDS AND MULTIPLIES. 

• IF YOU DON’T WANT TO REAP THE FRUITS OF SIN, STAY OUT 
OF THE DEVIL’S ORCHARD. 

• TO BELITTLE IS TO BE LITTLE. 



BIBLE QUIZ

The questions in this month’s newsletter refer to New Testament Bible 
characters…  After each question, there are parenthesis showing you 

where you can find, or check, your answers.  Good Luck!!!

1. He requested Jesus’ body after crucifixion… (Matthew 27:57-58)
2. He was the Blind man healed by Jesus… (Mark 10:46-52)
3. Mary’s sister burdened with too much serving… (Luke 10:38-42)
4. He brought his brother Peter to Jesus…  (John 1:40-42)
5. He came to Jesus at night and was taught about the “new birth”… 

(John 3:1-5)
6. Peter cut off the ear of this High Priest’s servant… (John 18:10-11)
7. He preached the Pentecost sermon recorded in Acts 2… (Acts 2:14)
8. He preached to the Eunuch (Ethiopian treasurer)…  (Acts 8:35)
9. He was struck blind by Paul for hindering the gospel…                 

(Acts 13:6-11)
10. The female seller of purple who was converted in Philippi…         

(Acts 16:14-15)

Fishing for People

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; 
from now on you will fish for people.” So they 
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything, 

and followed him. 
Luke 5:10-11

If You Catch ‘em… He’ll Clean ‘em…



Long-Term Prayer List


