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Message from the Pastor

…

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to each other, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see what has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us” 
(Luke 2:15, MEV).

As someone who pulled numerous night shifts while in the Air 
Force, I relate to the biblical stories of God performing miraculous 
activities at night.  The Scripture passage above jumps us into the 
moment when the angels announce the birth of Jesus to some 
shepherds pulling night duty near Bethlehem.  An angel suddenly 
shows up, lights up the night with a light not of this world, tells the 
shepherds not to fear (yeah, I want to hear that when things go 
bump in the night!), and says, “I’ve got great news…a Savior, Christ 
the Lord, is born!”  Then this single angel is backed up by a gospel 
choir of angels praising God.  God pulled out the stops on this 
good news moment!  

To the shepherds’ credit, they don’t return to business as usual.  
They don’t regard this as a one-off moment.  They don’t take a 
vote to determine which of them goes into town to check this out.  
They don’t postpone going into the city until a more convenient 
time.  They go…and see for themselves…and then they tell others!

(continued on next page)
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We’re quickly approaching Advent and Christmas.  This can be a 
hectic time of year for each of us.  There are many programs and 
activities within our churches.  We have shopping to do, gift lists 
to complete, baking and cooking, as well as Advent devotionals or 
study groups.  In the midst of all of the hustle and bustle, let’s not 
forget about Jesus, and let’s not forget to tell others and invite 
others to discover for themselves the new life we have found in 
Jesus Christ.  Let’s be like the shepherds and invite and tell others!

Have a blessed Advent journey!  

Mark



All Saints Sunday

And we keep in memory our other loved ones 

who have passed away but are still in our hearts 

and minds.

Avis Eleanor Full Warren E. Gorrell

Alfred Stump Jr. Ann Thorne Arthur L. Kinder, Sr.

Johnny Goodrich Anna Eleanor Wilcox

The Saints of our Church who have passed on to their Heavenly Homes 
over the past 12 months were celebrated on Sunday, November 2nd…



2025 Thanksgiving Lunch

The Annual Church Family Thanksgiving Meal was served after 
the morning service on Sunday, November 23rd in the CFC… In 

addition to those who attended the lunch, many “To-Go” boxes 
were delivered to our Faithful Friends and others who could 

not attend the meal.



Message from Kay & Brent Wilhelm

Thank you for continuing to send us the Thuse News. We 

enjoyed reading what our church of so many years is still doing. 

Wonderful to see younger adults and kids stepping up to carry on 

the ministries at 1813 Rayon Drive. A big “Thank you” also to the 

“old timers” who remain faithful in guiding and supporting the 

church through their gifts, talents, and Christian wisdom. 

 Brent and I also want to thank all our church family who have 

supported us over the last 65 years with their Christian love and 

prayers. Thank you for the heart-warming cards and letters we 

received as a send-off gift. We are so blessed and love every one of 

you who have made our life so rich and full with Christian love. 

And thank you, Pastor Mark, for accepting the call to minister at 

South Parkersburg. We only had a few short weeks to get to know 

you, but it was love at first meeting for us. The leadership from 

you and your wife is an answer to our prayers that ministry will 

continue on Rayon Drive into the next century!!! 

 God has blessed us through our entire move. We had some 

very stressful times dissolving our presence in Parkersburg and 

settling in Wilmington. That’s hard on old people, but it has 

happened!!! We are now settling in, close to our son and daughter-

in-law, and a block and a half from Brent’s sister. The rest of our 

family is supportive and so helpful, even from a longer distance. 

We have found a church where we are hearing solid Bible-based 

preaching/teaching, just 5 minutes from our new home. God is so 

good !!! Keep the mantle flying high on Rayon Drive!!! 

. 

Brent and Kay Wilhelm



Faithful Friends Christmas Cards

There is a basket downstairs on the Information Desk for 

Christmas cards for our Faithful Friends.  Cards need to be 

dropped into the basket by Sunday, December 14th.  ONLY the 

name of the Faithful Friend needs to be on the envelope of the 

card – NO ADDRESSES OR POSTAGE IS REQUIRED.  A list of the 

names of our Faithful Friends is also located next to the basket so 

feel free to take one.  The cards will be delivered to our Faithful 

Friends during the week of December 15th along with Christmas 

gift bags for each of our Friends… 

Care Team

A donut & coffee reception in the basement of the church 
was held on Sunday morning, November 9th, as we 

celebrated and honored our veterans. Our veterans were 
also honored during our worship service.

Veterans Day Celebration



“Let every heart prepare Him room."

Rejoice!  The celebration of Advent is upon us!

The SPTMC Chancel Choir and Junior Choir with 

members from Washington UMC will present the 

Christmas cantata, Mary, Did You Know?, Sunday, 

December 21, at our 9:45 worship service.  

Including traditional carols interwoven with 

contemporary anthems and narration, this work 

invites us to witness the miraculous story as it 

unfolded from Gabriel’s pronouncement,

“Thou shalt bring forth a Son and shalt call His 

name Jesus” to

“King of Kings and Lord of Lords!” 

Luke 1:31;  Revelation 19:16

“Mary, did you know that your baby Boy

Is heaven's perfect Lamb?

This sleeping Child you’re holding

Is the Great I Am?!”

Soli Deo Gloria!

Jan

Notes From the Choir



Housing Assistance in Parkersburg

The Moon King Senior Housing Program at the Salvation Army of 
Parkersburg, WV, is now officially working with The Patriot Center 
Apartments and Elaine Shepard to assist MOV homeless seniors 
into beautiful new building behind Walmart on the south side of 
Parkersburg.  If you know someone who is homeless and over 55, 

you can contact Michael McClung at the Parkersburg Salvation 
Army at 304-485-4529 to see if they qualify… 

Girl Scout Update

We had a Thanksgiving dinner with all the trimmings and had 
53 people in attendance. This is our second year of hosting 

this in Wood County at Grace Gospel gym.



2026 Big Merchandise Sale

Yard Sale Icons

Related image

We also need volunteers to perform the following duties:
• Set up and price items during the 7-10 days prior to the sale…
• Cashiers & Checkout people during the 2-day sale…
• Clean up & disposition of leftover items after the sale…
• Work in the kitchen, serve customers, and clean-up…

Baked goods for sale out of the kitchen are requested from the congregation, 
and financial donations to offset the cost of the purchased food are also 
welcome…

If you would like to share your time and talents for this fundraiser, please see 
Larry Sexauer or Jerry Baum at church to let them know of your interest to 
participate.  You can also call Larry (304-863-8654) or Jerry (304-482-2511) at 
home…

Larry & Jerry

On Friday & Saturday, January 30th & 31st, we will be having the BIG 
Merchandise SALE in the CFC.  A separate clothing sale is being considered for 
later in the year.  As you clean out your attics, garages, & basements, we would 
appreciate you identifying any merchandise items that you would like to donate 

for the sale…

• This year we would like items delivered to the CFC stage directly, rather than 
being stored in the church garage…

• The CFC stage will be used by the Children’s Christmas program scheduled for 
Sunday, December 21st , So we will begin receiving items into the CFC on 
Sunday, December 28th after church and Sunday School.  We are encouraging 
everyone to bring their donated items with them on Sunday mornings and 
drop them off as they get ready to head home.  We will have volunteers to 
help unload the items and store them on the CFC stage… 

• We will have volunteers available to receive donated items on all Sundays 
between December 28th & Sunday, January 25th  following the service and 
Sunday school…  The earlier you can bring items to the sale the more time 
we will have in the set-up and pricing of the items in the CF.C…
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Ruth went to her mail box and there was only one letter. She picked it up and 
looked at it before opening, but then she looked at the envelope again. There was no 
stamp, no postmark, only her name and address. She read the letter:

Dear Ruth:
I`m going to be in your neighborhood Saturday afternoon and I'd like to stop by for a 
visit.
Love Always, Jesus

 Her hands were shaking as she placed the letter on the table. "Why would the 
Lord want to visit me? I'm nobody special. I don't have anything to offer." With that 
thought, Ruth remembered her empty kitchen cabinets. "Oh my goodness, I really 
don't have anything to offer. I'll have to run down to the store and buy something for 
dinner." She reached for her purse and counted out its contents. Five dollars and forty 
cents. "Well, I can get some bread and cold cuts, at least!"  She threw on her coat and 
hurried out the door.  A loaf of French bread, a half-pound of sliced turkey, and a 
carton of milk...leaving Ruth with grand total twelve cents to last her until Monday.  
Nonetheless, she felt good as she headed home, her meager offerings tucked under 
her arm.
 "Hey lady, can you help us, lady?"  Ruth had been so absorbed in her dinner 
plans, she hadn't even noticed two figures huddled in the alleyway. A man and a 
woman, both of them dressed in little more than rags.  "Look lady, I ain't got a job, ya 
know, and my wife and I have been living out here on the street, and, well, now it's 
getting cold and we're getting kinda hungry and, well, if you could help us. Lady, we'd 
really appreciate it." Ruth looked at them both.  They were dirty, they smelled bad and 
frankly, she was certain that they could get some kind of work if they really wanted to.  
"Sir, I'd like to help you, but I'm a poor woman myself. All I have is a few cold cuts and 
some bread, and I'm having an important guest for dinner tonight and I was planning 
on serving that to Him." "Yeah, well, okay lady, I understand. Thanks anyway."
 The man put his arm around the woman's shoulders, turned and headed back 
into the alley.  As she watched them leave, Ruth felt a familiar twinge in her heart.  
"Sir, wait!" The couple stopped and turned as she ran down the alley after them. 
"Look, why don't you take this food. I'll figure out something else to serve my guest."  
She handed the man her grocery bag.  "Thank you lady! Thank you very much!"   "Yes, 
thank you!" It was the man's wife, and Ruth could see now that she was shivering. 
"You know, I've got another coat at home. Here, why don't you take this one." Ruth 
unbuttoned her jacket and slipped it over the woman's shoulders. Then smiling, she 
turned and walked back to the street...without her coat and with nothing to serve her 
guest.
 Ruth was chilled by the time she reached her front door, and worried too. The 
Lord was coming to visit and she didn't have anything to offer Him.  She fumbled 
through her purse for the door key. But as she did, she noticed another envelope in 
her mailbox.  "That's odd. The mailman doesn't usually come twice in one day." She 
took the envelope out of the box and opened it.

Dear Ruth:
It was so good to see you again. Thank you for the lovely meal and thank you for the 
beautiful coat.
Love Always, Jesus

Matthew 25:37-40



A Home Without a Bible?

What is a home without a Bible?
“Tis a home where day is night.

Starless night, for o’er Life’s path,
Heaven can shed no kindly light.

What is a home without a Bible?
“Tis a home where daily bread

For the body is provided, 
But the soul is never fed.

What is a home without a Bible?
“Tis a family out at sea,

Compass lost and rudder broken,
Drifting, Drifting, thoughtlessly.

- Based on a hymn by John Henry Newman

If You Look for Me at Christmas



Prayer List 

*Dora Jean Gumm-Kim
*Douglas Dudrow
*Roger Thorne
*Kristi Sams
*Sue Galland & Logan
*Betty Kerr
*Josh Dermont
*Jeanie Wade
*Rick DeQuasie
*Cheryl Galland
*Charlie Elliott
*Ralph McNemar
*John Hayton
*Jerald Bradley
*Gary Shears
*Carol Sears
*Donnie Bartlett
*Holbert McEndree
*Colleen Maginn

*Gene Williams
*Tammy Kerns
*Megan Kesterson
*Gary Wood
*Heather Sprouse
*Rick Beaty
*Tony Evans
*Helen Hance
*Amy & Pat Hazelette
*Larissa Horner
*Mary Anne Daggett
*Doug Prince
*Roger Bennett
*Susan Aufdenkampe
*Dale McMahan
*Jennifer Hupp
*Edna June Barnes
*Joe/Janet Brookover
*Jennifer Spencer

Helen Lamm
Crystal Boggs
Stanley Hunt
Terry Carter
Kinsley Wagner
Carl McNeely
Shirley Mae Blosser
Peggy Davis
Ron Pearson
Baby Elijiah 
Roger Ohse
Mandy Kelsey
Robert McIntire
Chase “Larry” Gordon
Bonnie Sellers
Fred Hardman
Larry Balderson
Jack Sinnett
Chris Allen
Frank Kesterson
Barbara Truman
June Eakins
Mary Evans
Evelyn Duckworth
Ashley Boggs
Aaron King
Pam Roberts
Tina Goontz
Sandra Sidwell
Katie Patton
Sandy Sinnett
Marcia McCase
Shellie Leeson
Rebecca Barnett
Georgia Ratliff
Jennifer Metz
Joe Sinnett
Sequoyah Milhoan
Melanie Cutright

Remember the Family of:
 Kathy Sue McVey
 Austin Family
 Jo Emrick
 Joan Kurtz
 Joe Heisroth 



Bible Quiz

The questions in this month’s Quiz are facts about Cities, Deserts, 
and Rivers…  After each question, there are parenthesis showing 
you where you can find, or check, your answers.  Good Luck!!!

1. What rivers watered Eden?   (Genesis 2:10-14)
2. Whose Mother cast her son into a river?   (Exodus 2:1-10)
3. From the land of Kadesh Barnea until the Hebrews arrived at 

the brook Zered was how many years?   (Deuteronomy 2:14)
4. What river stood in a “Heap”?   (Joshua 3:13)
5. When Solomon was gathering materials to build the temple, 

what sort of trees did he desire from Lebanon?   (1 Kings 5:6)
6. Where was the Ark of the Covenant housed before Solomon 

brought it to the temple?   (1 Kings 8:1)
7. How many cities did Solomon award Hiram of Tyre?                

(1 Kings 9:11) 
8. After whom is the city of Samaria named?   (1 Kings 16:24)
9. Who brought bread and meat to Elijah while he was hiding 

from Ahab?   (1 Kings 17:1-6)
10.  In Revelation, what river dries up to prepare for the kings of 

the East?   (Revelations 16:12)
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