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As I am writing this article, Thanksgiving is only days away and Christmas is 
less than a month away.  (Where has the year gone?)  Let me begin by taking the 
opportunity to say, “Thank You!” for the many blessings I have received, especially 
to everyone who showed their appreciation during the month of October with 
cards and gifts for Pastor Appreciation Month.  It truly is a blessing to be 
appreciated.

I would like to say, “Thank You!” to the Teachers of our Sunday School 
Classes who spend countless hours each week preparing lessons.  We have many 
Children, Youth and Adult classes to help us fulfill our part of the mission of 
SPUMC to “Know Christ”.  If you are not already participating in a Sunday School 
class, next Sunday would be a great Sunday to spend an additional 45 minutes at 
SPUMC learning more about God's love for you, before you head home or to the 
restaurant for lunch.  Join a Sunday School Class.  You will be “Thankful” you did.

Sunday, December 1, 2019, will begin the season of Advent, as we once 
again prepare our lives to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Son of God.   

(continued on next page)

Pastor’s Message



On Wednesday, December 4, 2019, I will begin our Advent Study at 6:30 
p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The Advent Study I have selected this year is The Case for 
Christmas by Lee Strobel.  This study “investigates the story of Jesus' birth and 
provides compelling evidence as to why we can know the Bible's accounts are 
true.”  This four session study will continue on Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m., and Wednesdays in December, the 11th and 18th.  Make plans now to join 
me each evening for this study.

Although Thanksgiving Day comes only one day a year, my prayer for you is 
that you spend time each day counting your blessings and giving thanks to God 
for each and every one of them.

Thanks Be to God!

Pastor Jim

Christian Education & Youth Ministry

SPARK – Meeting on Wednesdays the 4th, 11th, and 18th of December from
6:30 – 7:30 P.M. All children in Preschool through 5th Grade are invited to
participate, as we enjoy Bible stories, games, crafts, snacks, music and Advent
activities to prepare for Christmas! (SPARK will not meet on December 25th or
January 1st. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!)

YOUTH GROUP – Meeting on Sundays the 1st and 8th of December
from 6:30 – 7:30 P.M. All youth in 6th through 12th Grade are encouraged to
attend, as we “Deck the Halls” and have some exciting ADVENTures to prepare
for Christmas!

Mini Mission Trip to House of the 

Carpenter

(continued on next page)



I am so proud of the nine youth who participated in our third “mini mission
trip” on November 11th to House of the Carpenter in Wheeling, WV. We spent
the night at the parsonage of Rev. Jake and Emily Steele and enjoyed dinner at a
local Italian restaurant, a surprise drive through Oglebay Park to see the Festival
of Lights, and had lots of fun playing with little Brody and Bethany Steele. On
Veteran's Day, our group spent all day at the House of the Carpenter sorting,
counting, and organizing over 9,000 items of underwear and socks that were
collected throughout the West Virginia Annual Conference as part of the “Undie
Sundays” in October. A tour was given of this wonderful conference mission site
and we witnessed many individuals of all ages being served at the food pantry
and also being helped with clothing and household items. We were His hands.

Fall Workshop at Cedar Lakes

Six of our youth attended FALL WORKSHOP at Cedar Lakes the weekend
before Thanksgiving. The theme was HOPE, based on the scripture passage from
Ephesians 1:18-19. Youth from around our conference gathered to pray, read
scripture, and talk about ways to seek out the hope that Christ offers to all and
how to offer His hope and love to the world. They also participated in workshops
and helped plan a beautiful worship service with communion.

SPUMC Christmas Party & Program

Sunday, December 15th at 6:00 P.M. in the CFC
Plan to bring your family and friends for an evening of good food, fun, and 
fellowship!  Please bring “party food” to share...chips & dip, cheese ball & 

crackers, meatballs, sandwiches, cookies, candies, etc. Drinks will be provided.  
Our children will be singing and playing bells.  There will also be Christmas 
karoake and “Open Mic” for anyone to sing, play an instrument, or share a 

Christmas story.

Parsonage Open House

1820 Mt. Vernon Circle
Sunday, December 22nd

3:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Pastor Jim and Jennifer extend a special invitation for everyone to stop by 

and enjoy Christmas treats!

Jennifer



All Saints Sunday

Wilma Thompson Mildred Hissam Helen Riddle

Bonnie Palmer George McNemar Jerry Beeson

Roella Newbrough Bud Roberts
Owel Spencer

On Sunday, November 3rd, we remembered our 9 church members 
who had passed away in the last 12 months.  As the names were read, 

a candle was lit in their memory and their families and friends were 
lifted up in prayer.  As the acolytes lit additional candles, the 

congregation lifted up other family members and friends who had 
passed away during the past year. 



New Church Member

On Sunday, November 3rd , Jason Evans became a 
member of our church… We welcome Jason into our 

Community of Faith…

Children’s Choir

On Sunday, November 10th, the Children’s 
Choir performed “Don’t be a Turkey, Just Say 
Thanks” with a special performance by Jim 

Dennis… 

Church Celebration of Veterans

On Sunday, November 10th, veterans in our church  
who were in attendance were honored by our 

congregation…

Veterans Brunch

On Wednesday, November 13th , a brunch was 
held in the CFC to honor our veterans…



Sanctuary Lighting

The Trustees put out a call for help to clean the sanctuary ceiling hanging light fixtures on Nov. 2. In
addition, they planned to replace the first generation CFL bulbs with energy-saving LED’s. What a blessing
when ten men showed up at 9 a.m. to help !

A little history …
September, 2004, over 15 years ago, the decision was made that our SPUMC sanctuary had inadequate
lighting. Other interior improvements were also needed. A church council decision was made to upgrade
the sanctuary at a total cost of about $25,000, to include:

a. Replacement of the sanctuary lights at ~$600 each = ~$5,000
b. Installation of an audio/visual system consisting of projector, screen, computer, and

three-27” TV’s at a cost of ~$11,000
c. Sanctuary and entry painting and labor, plus crack patching ~$5,000
d. New carpeting for the sanctuary and both wings ~$4,000

Each of the above upgrades has been maintained and/or further improved over the past 15 years.

Maintaining adequate sanctuary lighting has always been a challenge. When the sanctuary was originally
built in 1925, lighting consisted of just two hanging lights that housed 300-watt bulbs. There were also
ceiling fans to cool the sanctuary. No A/C back then ! Later, eight hanging lights replaced those two fixtures.
To avoid moving pews to set up scaffolding to clean and change bulbs, a “bulb grabber” fastened to the end
of a 12-foot pole was crafted. Charley King used to be a master with that homemade bulb changer,
reaching the distance of 18 feet floor-to-ceiling to replace bulbs.

When the current lights were installed, which was very cleverly accomplished in 2004 by an in-house team
led by Larry Carr, creative thinking went into the effort. The electricity was temporarily disconnected in the
attic. The old fixture cords were attached to 3/16-inch aircraft cable allowing them to be lowered to the
sanctuary floor for removal. The new fixtures were then attached to the cable and raised to the proper
ceiling height by use of small winch/pulleys anchored in the attic above each light. The same type light-
system replaced the two fluorescents recessed in the choir loft. Sufficient length electrical cords were
attached to allow each of the then 10 lights and cords to be raised and lowered by two individuals moving
from light to light in the attic (no more scaffolding nor dangerously tall ladders). There were seven (7) bulbs
in each of these new fixtures. The trustees had discovered recently that at least 15 bulbs were not burning,
plus the fixtures were dull and dusty.

Rick Deem, head trustee, alerted his team (plus a few others that had previous experience or special skills)
of the light project scheduled for November 2. Ten men showed up !! What a blessing !!! Brad Lewis and
Sean Reed donned their masks and gloves and headed to the attic. The others took their places to guide
the lights as they were lowered within reach from the sanctuary floor. Over the years various type bulbs
had been used. The bulbs installed November 2 were new technology, 60-watt LED’s which only pull 15-
watts of electricity per bulb and have a life expectancy of 10+ years. All lights were cleaned, old bulbs
removed, new ones installed, and fixtures raised back into place within one hour ! Ten men giving an hour
of their time on a Saturday morning to give the Lord’s house a bright, fresh look for the entire congregation
to enjoy during worship the next Sunday and for years to come. Praise God for those who volunteer !
Bruce Bumgarner and Rick Deem are seen weekly volunteering around the church and CFC, performing
maintenance chores to keeps God’s house operating. If you would like to be included the next time we
have a small project for our church, please take a piece of paper by the suggestion box in the church
basement and write your name and email or phone number. It is sure to be a time of good Christian
fellowship working for the Lord!

Submitted by Kay Wilhelm
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1 – Brad Lewis and Sean Reed
2 – Jim Davis
3 – Rick Deem, Jim Davis, Larry Carr
4 – Dennis Reed, Jerry Baum
5 – Lights Lowered and Shiny Clean

6 – Dennis Reed with Last Light
7 – Brent Wilhelm – the Old Bulbs
8 – Started at 9 am; Job Finished at 10 am
9 – Larry Carr, Garry Gumm, Brad Lewis, Jim 

Davis, Bruce Bumgarner, Dennis Reed, 
Jerry Baum, Rick Deem

Sanctuary Lighting Project Team



No Room for Him

And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him 
in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn.
Luke 2:7

No room for them. No vacancy. No place…

In a world that seeks to crowd Jesus out, where busyness 
abounds, and hearts are stirred to focus on other things, it can be hard 
sometimes to choose to keep Him first. It’s all too easy to get caught 
up in the whole hurried dash of the holidays, and to give our attention 
to what seems more urgent. Our focus gets blurred; and the most 
important gets pushed aside.

It takes an active and daily choice to put Christ first, especially in 
a culture that says you’re too busy to focus there. Or that life is too 
full.   And there’s no more room.

May God help us to choose wisely, what voices we listen to, and 
where we give our attention today.  He is the One who brings true 
meaning to Christmas.  He is the One who brings real peace in this all-
too-often hectic season.  He is the only One worthy of our time and 
attention as we slow down the maddening rush around our lives.

We can know all of this in our heads, but may He help us to really 
believe it in our hearts…and choose to live it out this season…  
Renewed…  Refreshed…  Making room for Him, first.

Less of me… More of Him… Make room for Jesus…

Debbie McDaniel



Stewardship Alert !!!



Memory Verse

This article is taken from a book  by Robert J. Morgan - 100 Bible Verses Everyone 
Should Know by Heart.

Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer. 
Romans 12:12

These are the Great Physician’s three prescriptions for tough times… Quotes below 
are from the Victorian preacher, Charles Spurgeon, who preached a sermon on this 

scripture in 1879.

• Rejoice in Hope – When we can’t rejoice in circumstances, we can rejoice in the 
anticipation of what God’s going to do with them, through them, despite them, 
and because of them.  On cloudy days the sun still shines as brightly as ever in 
the center of the solar system;  and when we rejoice in hope, we’re saying,           
“ Despite current conditions, the Son is shining for me as brightly as ever with 
healing in His rays.”

• Be patient in affliction – Rejoicing in hope enables us to be patient in affliction.  
Patience is hope in different clothing.  It’s the ability to wait calmly as the Lord 
works everything in conformity with the purpose of His will.

• Be persistent in prayer – “Whenever your hope seems to fail you and your joy 
begins to sink, the shortest method is to take to your knees.  By remembering 
the promise in prayer, hope will be sustained and then joy is sure to spring from 
it.”  An open bible and a bowed head create a powerful atmosphere in which 
God’s will is brought to bear upon the distresses of life.

Romans 12:12 is a shot in the arm for whatever ails us!  

The Best Exercise

Every morning when I awaken,
Every night before I rest, 
I do the kind of exercise

That suits my lifestyle best.
I can do my kind of workout
Almost anywhere I please –

Standing, sitting, lying down,
Or even on my knees.

It doesn’t take a lot of time
But pays off every day,

For my favorite kind of exercise,
Is just to stop and pray.



Church Shut-In Christmas Cards

There is a box downstairs in the information center to drop off your Christmas 
cards for the Shut-Ins – Again, no stamps or addresses are needed.  The last day 

to drop off cards is Sunday, December 15th.  The names of the current list of Shut-
Ins is shown below…

Bonnie

The Gospel of Luke at Christmas

A good way to prepare for Christmas is by reading the Gospel of Luke.  If you 
start on December 1st and read one chapter each day, you will finish reading the 

entire Gospel on Christmas Eve.

Sandy

Helen Boone Bill Longwell

Wanda Buckley June McNickle

Maxine Custer Dale Palmer

Ed Fortney Cheryl Philips

Betty Hardman Betty Skinner

Little Free Library

Do you like to read?
Check out our Little Free Library located between the 

parking lot and our Prayer Garden on the East side of the 
church building. It has recently been refilled with some 
great books for children and youth, including Christmas 

stories, Disney, Sesame Street, and famous award winning 
authors.  Great selections for kids, parents/grandparents, 
and teachers to share! Free! Take and return, keep, or pass 

along to another reader! Donations of books always 
appreciated.

Adult readers – TAKE A LOOK, READ A BOOK!
This beautiful cabinet has recently been relocated to the 

Gathering Area, just outside Pastor Jim's office. Please feel 
free to take a look, sign out a book, and enjoy reading 

some wonderful books by Billy Graham, Beth Moore, Max 
Lucado, Rick Warren, and many more.  Devotional books, 

inspirational magazines, and Amish novels are also 
available.Jennifer



BIBLE QUIZ

The questions in this month’s newsletter are “Who Said It?” in the bible…  After 
each question, there are parenthesis showing you where you can find, or check, 

your answers.  Good Luck!!!

1. “For me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain”   (Philippians 1:20-21)
2. “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”             
(Acts 2:38)

3. Am I my brother’s keeper?”   (Genesis 4:9)
4. “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.”   (Matthew 22:18-21)
5. “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did.  Could this be the 

Christ?”  (John 4:28-30)
6. “Unless I see the print of the nails, I will not believe.”   (John 20:24-25) 
7. “Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my 

herdsmen and your herdsmen.”   (Genesis 13:8)
8. “For wherever you go, I will go, and whenever you lodge, I will lodge; your 

people shall be my people, and your God, my God.”  (Ruth 1:16)  
9. “Do you think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s palace any 

more than all the other Jews.”   (Esther 4:13)
10. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”     
(John 3:16)

when Jesus Called That Christmas Week

“When Jesus called that Christmas week I wasn’t at my best;
And the house was much too cluttered to entertain a guest.
He seemed to notice everything, the cards still unaddressed;
The gifts piled high awaiting wraps, the baking and the rest.

His eyes fell on the evergreen and the presents ‘neath the tree, 
It’s my birthday that you celebrate – what are you giving me?
‘What am I giving him?’ I thought, ashamed no words I found,

So many costly things I’d bought, He looked at me and frowned.
I prayed He’d let the question pass, but when He did persist,

I blurted out the truth at last, you were not on my list.”

Louise Teisberg



Long-Term Prayer List

Military Personnel: Joseph Harris, Dylon Potts, Maria Schade, Travis Schade


