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Message from the Pastor

…

I wrote to you in my letter…(1 Corinthians 5:9, NRSV)

A lot of the New Testament consists of letters from Paul and other 
leaders in the early church.  Sometimes, we may gloss over these 
writings as just commentary or use them for texts to back up something 
in the Gospels.  I’ve been guilty of that.

A couple of years ago, I rediscovered Paul’s letters to the churches.  It 
was like finding missing treasure!  I took time to read Paul’s writings 
slowly and to think about what I was reading instead of trying to race 
through them to get to the end of the chapter…all so that I could claim 
to have done some devotional reading for the day.

The letters from Paul, James, Peter, Jude, and John allow us to see a 
perspective on life in the early church.  We can learn about the spiritual 
struggles within the early Christian communities, and we can compare 
their situations to our own situations.  Sometimes, we can see that we 
are experiencing what early believers experienced…and we can be 
assured that we can get through our difficulties, too.  We can benefit 
from the guidance that they received all those many years ago!

Jesus is Lord!

Mark

mailto:spumc1813@gmail.com


John R. Sturm Sr. left this world peacefully on Wednesday, June 24, 2026, 
just shy of his 79th birthday. John was a resident of Parkersburg. A father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, and friend who will be missed by many.  Born in 
Harrisville, West Virginia, on June 29, 1947, and raised in Grantsville, WV, John 
was the youngest of four children. 

 John was preceded in death by his parents, Lenna R. Sturm and Bessie O. 
Sturm; his beloved wife of over 31 years, Ruth A. White Sturm; his siblings, Marie 
Cheesbrew (John) and Robert "Bob" Sturm (Phyliss); his son-in-law, Rodney 
McIntyre, and his foster brother, Thomas Barker (Gail).

 He is survived by his loving children, Jeffery Scott Sturm (Jackie) and John 
Sturm Jr. (Lisa); his step-children, Vicki Adams (David), Donna McIntyre, Randy 
McMurray, and Michael McMurray (Jackie); and his brother, Dick Sturm (Donna). 
He also leaves behind several grandchildren and great-grandchildren. In addition, 
he is survived by his sisters-in-law, Shelba Smith and Marilyn Sellers, and 
brother-in-law, Johnny White. John's profound impact on his family and friends 
will not soon be forgotten.

In Memory

We do not lose heart.  Even though our outer nature is wasting 
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.  For this slight 
momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen, but 

at what cannot be seen;  for what can be seen is temporary, but 
what cannot be seen is eternal.  For we know that if the earthly 

tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  

2 Corinthians 4:16 –5:1



Vacation Bible School - 2026



VBS Kickoff on Sunday… Waterslides, Food, & Fun!!!

Vacation Bible School





VBS 2026 was full of fun, 
food, & Spiritual 

learning… Thank you to 
EVERYONE who 

contributed to the overall 
success of this year’s VBS 

program!!!



Adalynn Bechtold was promoted 
to 4th Grade and received her 

Adventure Bible on July 12th, 2026 

Girl Scout Update

Older Girl Scout Troop 35973 visited a new location in June called the 
River City Kitty Cafe in Marietta. As you can see the girls enjoyed loving 

on the cats.

Ruth Bradley

Church School      

 Promotion



This faithful church family donated a total of 

$13,060 towards the marvelous job done by 

Law’s Stain Glass Studios for the Stain Glass 
Windows Preservation work.   We are beyond 
thankful, grateful, and blessed to have your 

financial support and, most importantly, your 
precious prayers for the successful completion 

of this important work!!!

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!!! 

Trustees & Finance Committees

Stain Glass Window Repairs



• WHEN?   Sunday, August 30th from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• WHAT?  Baked Taters & All (or Most) of your Favorite Toppings! Plus 
some Chicken Nuggets for those with younger taste buds!

• WHERE?  SPTMC CFC (Christian Fellowship Center)

• WHY? 1) Good Food
2) Good Fellowship

   3) Donations will be collected which will go to  
    SPTMC’s General Operating Fund.

• Sponsored by SPTMC’s Adult Sunday School Classes.

Have questions?  Contact Melissa Kuhl-Hupp

Upcoming Potato Bar

Upcoming BIG Clothing SALE

• DON’T FORGET!!!... The Clothing Sale is being held on Friday, 
August 7th (9AM to 4PM), and Saturday, August 8th (9AM to 
2PM)…

• Volunteers are needed for set-up prior to the sale, Running 
the Sale on Friday & Saturday, and clean-up after the sale on 
Saturday afternoon…

• Donated baked goods are also needed to be sold out of the 
kitchen during the sale…

• Financial donations are also welcome to offset the cost of 
purchased food items for the sale…

Larry Sexauer



August Silver Plate Organization

The Wood County Society is our Silver Plate organization for the month 
of August… Below is an article describing their Mission & Vision…

Wood County Society is igniting a social movement in our 
community by empowering individuals to unite and solve complex 
situations that impact us all – one program, initiative, and resource at a 
time.
 The core value of their mission is to ensure all communities are 
united throughout the Mid-Ohio Valley so that individuals with 
intellectual and developmental differences are recognized for their 
abilities! Wood County Society meets the therapeutic, educational, and 
respite care needs of all individuals with intellectual and developmental 
differences through:

• Accessibility – because having equal opportunity and access to 
resources is a human right.

• Abundance – everyone should experience joy, satisfaction, and 
fulfillment.

• Inclusion – life’s best experiences should be available to everyone.
• Compassion – is the most powerful source of change in our world.

 They provide programs and resources to individuals with 
intellectual and developmental differences throughout the Mid-Ohio 
Valley, including the following counties in West Virginia and Ohio:  
Wood, Jackson (WV), Roane, Ritchie, Wirt, Calhoun, Tyler, Mason, 
Pleasants, Washington, Athens, and Meigs.

Check out their programs by visiting their website at 
woodcountysociety.com.  They include:

• Adaptive Aquatics
• American Sign Language Classes
• Artbeat Studio
• Autism Connection
• Camp Echo
• Circle 21
• Summer Speech Therapy
• Temple Challenge and Adaptive Yoga



Church Parking Lot Painting

Rick Deem has sharpened his painting skills in an effort to 
become the next “Picasso”… His canvas was the church parking 
lot… Well… OK… They are all straight lines and yellow was the 

only color he used… The good news is that we all can now 
clearly see the new lines that will allow us to park our vehicles 

in the right places for church and CFC services and events… 
Thank You Rick!!!

Trustees



Praying for Caregivers

Our prayer lists typically include the names of our family, friends, & neighbors who 
are suffering with some sort of physical, mental, or spiritual issues who need our 
support through prayer in coping with whatever adversity they are experiencing.  
However, we sometimes forget to include the caregivers for these individuals who 

often commit a tremendous amount of time and energy in supporting their needs as 
well.  Below is an article and prayer by Ashley Hooker who has been a caregiver for a 

long time and knows, first hand, the demands and challenges of providing this service 
for a loved one… 

Caregivers are people made in the image of God, like all the people of the world. 

For that reason and many others, we are to pray for them. Prayer is the lifeline for a 

caregiver and there will be times their burden is so heavy they require someone to 

pray on their behalf. Caregivers often need someone to stand in the gap for them. They 

get so busy caring for someone else they become isolated and unable to take care of 

themselves.

 In Ezekiel 22:30, the prophet is asking for someone to stand in the gap for 

Jerusalem. God had found no one. I personally know when I was caring for my mom, I 

struggled to care for myself. My family saw me dive into a deep depression, stop 

eating, and want to run away from it all. I did not feel capable and I felt so alone. Just 

like God was looking for someone to stand in the gap and build the wall, caregivers 

need prayer warriors who will stand in the gap for them.  Prayers for caregivers also 

show we are sharing each other’s burdens. In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he 

encourages them to imitate Christ’s humility by praying for one another.

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 

better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also 

to the interests of others.” Phil. 2:3-4

 

 When we pray for others, we show that their needs are more important than 

ours. For a caregiver, this is comforting. It makes us feel like we can take some of the 

burden off our shoulders. We become united as the body of Christ. The love in our 

heart grows and that love becomes our strength. Christian author, Mark Bellenger 

explains this concept quite well in the following quote.

“So, we should always pray for each other because prayer creates unity. As we pray for 

one another, the very act of praying for someone else builds the love in your heart for 

that person. In prayer you are reminded of your desire for their wellbeing, you are 

reminded of the struggles they are enduring, and overall you are focusing on the other 

person with the hope of benefiting them through your intercession.”        

 Prayer is powerful. Prayer can change the trajectory of a person’s life.  When you 

pray for a caregiver, you are asking God to do something for someone else. We know 

God answers prayers, and those answers will guarantee the success of a caregiver.

Lord - For those who are caregivers to friends and family, may they feel your love and 

your sustaining power. May they feel less frustrated and experience less guilt for very 

human feelings they may have about wanting to escape their tasks. May they find us 

eager to support them during their difficult times. Help us to be conscious of their 

feelings of pain and isolation so we may not ignore our friends.

Ashley Hooker – Crosswalk.com



Put on the full armor of God, so that you can 
take your stand against the devil’s schemes.

Ephesians 6:11

Our battle is not against flesh and blood but against hostile 
spiritual powers. These powers are organized but unseen, a 
truly diabolical enemy. Led by Satan, these evil powers are 
always scheming against the Lord and his kingdom, trying to 
overthrow the rule of God in our lives and in this world.

So what are our weapons in this warfare? They make up the 
armor of God, as Paul describes it in our text for today. Put on 
the belt of truth. The beginning of evil is the acceptance of a 
lie. Followers of Christ who know and honor the truth are 
uniquely positioned to win against the deceitful spiritual 
powers of evil.

Wear the breastplate of righteousness. Knowing and doing 
what is right is to live with integrity. It takes courage to do 
what is right, even when others may say it doesn’t matter.

Be quick to share the gospel of peace. The powers of evil have 
already been beaten through Jesus’ finished work. This is good 
news that can help to convert enemies into allies.

Carry the shield of faith. Faith is belief and trust in the living 
God and his promises, even though we cannot see him. 
Though it can seem that evil is winning, it has already lost to 
Christ, and in him we will win.
Pray and follow God’s Word. God hears all our prayers, and he 
delights in giving us the full life he promises in his Word, which 
is the sword of the Spirit. God’s Word is the whole and final 
truth.

Kent Van Til – info@todaydevotional.com

Use the Armor of God



Prayer List 

*Dora Jean Gumm-Kim
*Douglas Dudrow
*Logan
*Betty Kerr
*Josh Dermont
*Jeanie Wade
*Rick DeQuasie
*Cheryl Galland
*Charlie Elliott
*Ralph McNemar
*John Hayton
*Gary Shears
*Carol Sears
*Donnie Bartlett
*Holbert McEndree
*Carlene Frederick
*Vicky Shuman
*Sue Campbell
*Cathy Smith
*Chase Larry Gordon
*Marie Williamson
*Wilma Lambert
*Gene Williams
*Tammy Kerns
*Megan Kesterson
*Tony Evans
*Helen Hance
*Amy & Pat Hazelette
*Larissa Horner
*Gene Williams
*Roger & Tia Ohse
*Fred Hardman
*Ron Pearson
*Frank Kesterson
*Helen Lamm
*Crystal Boggs
*Stanley Hunt
*Kinsley Wagner
*Carl McNeely
*Robert McIntire
*Larry Balderson
*June Eakins
*Evelyn Duckworth
*Tina Goontz

*Mary Anne Daggett
*Doug Prince
*Roger Bennett
*Susan Aufdenkampe
*Jennifer Hupp
*Edna June Barnes
*Janet Brookover
*Jennifer Spencer
*Shirley Mae Blosser
*Junior Tennant
*Sandra Sidwell
*Katie Patton
*Betty Yeager
*Weston Jarvis
*Donna & Bob 

Galland

Phyllis Bunner
Anita Hughes
Sarah Griffel
Pam Hardman
Larry Balderson
Christina Huffman
Jan Houghton
Weston Jarvis
Sandy Hall
Scott Perry
Brian Dowler
Barb Rogers
Shackett Family
Bob Galland
Jen Metz/Gary Gibson
Susie DeQuasie
Leah Lemley
Gene White
Sara Thompson
Frances Fought
Pat Tucker
David Fryfogle
Vicki Tucker Smith
Kyle Mann
Aryn Smith

Crystal Boggs
Stanley Hunt
Kinsley Wagner
Carl McNeely
Mary Evans
Sue Roberts
Marcia McCase
Shellie Leeson
Rebecca Barnett
Joe Sinnett
Sequoyah Milhoan
Melanie Cutright
Joe Sinnett
Braden McCumbers
Gene White
Isabella
Christina Huffman
Tammie Moser
Isabella
Kathryn Miller
Jan Houghton
Linda Harris
Ingrid Isklea
Nora Metz
Debbie Turner
Jama Knisley
Weston Jarvis
Sheila Burdette
Don Lloyd
Mark McCullough
Lois Erickson
Martin Crislip
Bob McEndree
Ali States
Georgia Ratcliff
Bill Scott
Kendra McCauley
Anita Baum
Betty Neal
Keith Spencer
Terry Parsons
Ruth Ann Lowe
Lisa Fregusan
Philip McKown & 

Family

* Long Term

Remember the Family of:
 Kenny Newbanks

 Liuqua Reese 



Bible Quiz

The answers to the questions in this month’s newsletter all start 

with the letter “Z”…  After each question, there are parenthesis 

showing you where you can find, or check, your answers.  
Good Luck!!!

1.   Who was the father of James and John?  (Matthew 4:21)
2. Who was the father of John the Baptist?  (Luke 1:13)
3. Who was the tax collector who climbed a tree to see Jesus?  

(Luke 19:2-4)
4. Where was the place that the Jordon River rose up as “a 

heap?”  (Joshua 3:16)
5. One of the 12 tribes of Israel?  (Numbers 2:7)
6. The City of David?  (2 Samuel 5:7)
7. Who was the primary builder of Israel’s second temple?  

(Ezra 3:8)
8. Who was the prophet in the days of Ezra who wrote a book 

of the bible?      (Ezra 5:1)
9. Who was the wife of Haman who suggested building 

gallows?  (Esther 5:10-14)
10. One of the disciples of Jesus was Simon the “_____”?     

(Luke 6:15)
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