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Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Scripture begins with these 10 words. This is the bedrock of the Bible,
the first, earliest, and most irreducible foundation for the remaining 31
thousand verses of God’s Word. Genesis 1:1 encompasses the totality of
Truth. Without it there is nothing but despair. With it there is everything
we need. If this verse is true, everything in the rest of the Bible is plausible
and logically consistent. Genesis 1:1 tells us that God IS, that He CREATES,
and that He SPEAKS; and this is the basis of all clear thinking and real hope.
GENESIS 1:1 GIVES US ROOTS – We are not accidental blobs of dying
chemicals mysteriously evolving from primordial sludge without purpose or
meaning. We have a past rooted in the glory of God whose image we bear.
We are wonderfully made and placed in an environment fine-tuned for our
needs. The Book of Genesis gives the history of creation, sin, the
beginnings of human society, and the wondrous plan of redemption
introduced by God. Without it, you abandon the roots and reality of
humanity on earth.
GENEISIS 1:1 GIVES US ROUTES – If we have a past, we have a future.
If we were created in God’s image, we have eternal potential. If we have an
intelligent Creator who knows and loves us, He must have a purpose and a
plan for time and eternity. Without Him we are dying embers in a dying
universe with no ultimate significance. With Him we have roots in a
dignified past and routes to a great future.
Source: Book by Robert J. Morgan, “100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart”.

VBS 2022 – Christian Olympics

“Let us run with endurance, the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.” Hebrews 12:1-2
What a great VBS we had on July 10 – 13, 2022! Sunday Night Kickoff was
a blast with good food, fun and fellowship! The kids loved the inflatable
waterslides, the wading pool for the little ones, and 9 Square for the
older ones.
On Monday through Wednesday, we had Bible lessons, games, crafts,
singing and snacks. We learned about running the Christian Race and
how each color of the 5 Olympic Rings reminds us of Jesus.

Black represents SIN – All, except Jesus, have sinned. Romans 3:23.
Red represents BLOOD - Jesus died for our sins. John 1:7.
White represents PURITY – Jesus washes away confessed sin. Psalm 51:7.
Green represents GROWTH – Grow in the knowledge of the Lord.
2 Peter 3:18.
Gold represents HEAVEN – Believe in Jesus and receive eternal life.
John 3:16

Thank you to the VBS leaders, teachers, helpers, pastor, secretary, song
leader, game leaders, food & snack leaders, craft leaders, backdrop
designer, photographer, tech personnel, safety volunteer, students,
parents, and our congregation!
Our attendance on Sunday Night Kickoff was 106 children and adults,
Monday was 84 (37 children), Tuesday was 85 (39 children), and
Wednesday was 94 (42 children).
We collected 156 boxes of cereal for the Grace of God Food Pantry to
help those in need. This cereal will help the food pantry for three
months. Thank you to all those who contributed to this cause. To God be
the Glory!

Vacation Bible School
Thanks to all who helped make
Christian Olympics VBS 2022 a
big success - leaders, teachers,
pastor, helpers, crafts, snacks,
games, decorations, singing,
congregation, photographer…
We had a great time learning to
run the Christian Race!

VBS Bible Classes, Games, Crafts & Snacks…

SPARK/Youth Trip to Walnut Creek
On July 16th

Pastor Edward’s “Welcome Back!!!”
Reception

We celebrated the return of Pastor Edward for another year at our
church… Our Brothers and Sisters from Edgelawn UMC also joined
in the celebration!!!

College Student Outreach
2022-2023 College Student Outreach Information
Return to SPUMC Office or Melissa Kuhl-Hupp
This information can also be emailed to the church office at spumc1813@gmail.com
Name:

College:

College Address:

Major:
Anticipated Graduation Date: (Example: December 2024, May 2025)
What store, coffee shop, or fast food place is your ‘go-to’ for a snack? Wal-Mart? Dunkin?
Starbucks? Taco Bell? Chick-fil-a? Please specify your top two favorites/choices! You may
get a $5 gift card as a pick-me-up!
1st Choice:

2nd Choice:

Melissa Kuhl-Hupp
United Methodist Women
We are finishing up a busy summer. We started off with the very
successful Mother-Daughter Banquet in May. In June we had a
representative to discuss Dementia and how to recognize and
communicate to someone with that disease. We did not meet in July so
we could focus on Vacation Bible School and the Ice Cream Social. All of
these events benefited our children and our church. Thank you ladies for
all the time & hard work you put in to make these events so successful.
In August we will resume our regularly scheduled meetings on the
Tuesday of the month – August 9th at 6:30 in the CFC. Carol McMahan
and Sandy Sinnett will be hosting, and Carol will have the program. All
are invited to attend and an invitation has been extended to the ladies at
Edgelawn UMC. There will be a discussion about the schedule of events
to be planned for the rest of the year, so bring your ideas and help us to
grow our church and our community.
2nd

Sandy Sinnett

Meet Your Church Family
I was two years old when we moved into the house where
I live now. My mom, dad, three younger sisters, and I
attended Murphytown (United) Methodist Church; I was
saved at a revival there when I was nine years old.
Growing up, I was actively involved in MYF and 4-H. After
graduating from PHS, I attended Parkersburg Community
College for one year before transferring to West Virginia
Wesleyan College.

Mary Ann Testerman
After I graduated from WVWC with a degree in Home Economics, I spent a
short time in retail before being hired as the food services manager and job-training
instructor at White Oak Village/Mountwood Park. My next career move was to the
dietary department at St. Joseph’s Hospital. After a few years, I decided to go to
Marshall University for a Master’s degree with the goal of becoming an extension
agent. I was blessed to graduate at the time when WVU had an opening for an
Extension Home Economist in Mingo County. Through all these moves, I remained a
member of the United Methodist Church and served in various ways, including
Vacation Bible School and Sunday School teacher.
After four years in Mingo County, I began applying for jobs where I could be
closer to my family in Wood County. Meanwhile, I went on a blind date arranged by
some of the 4-H leaders who volunteered at our county 4-H camp. I accepted a
position as Ohio State University Extension Home Economist for Athens and Hocking
Counties. During my six-week notice, my “blind date” turned into a more serious
relationship with Virgil Testerman. WVU wouldn’t rescind my resignation (because
extension was experiencing budget shortfalls and they were eliminating positions)
and I had signed a one-year contract with the OSU Extension Service. We had a longdistance relationship while I worked out my one-year contract – to the day. Then I got
married and moved back to Mingo County.
Virgil had a strong Christian faith and was a Pentecostal believer. I believe that
families should attend church together, so we attended independent Pentecostal
churches. Before long, I received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Virgil worked as a coal
miner and I became a Creative Memories consultant and a secondary school teacher,
teaching Family and Consumer Sciences and Human Services. My favorite part of
teaching was advising the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA)
student organization. Virgil and I continued to be active in our church, where I taught
in the children's department.
In 2005, Virgil was diagnosed with lung cancer. He passed away in February
2006. It was just me and my two cats in my little house in Mingo County until my
sister Sandie moved in to keep me company in 2007.
Toward the end of the 2018-19 school year, I knew it was time to retire. My
sisters and I had inherited the house where we grew up. After, several years of
traveling to Wood County frequently to check on the house and mow the yard, Sandie
and I moved back to Murphytown in December 2019, to clear it out. Then the
pandemic struck. By the time that churches were reopening, Raven had joined our
household and we were looking for a church with an active youth group. I attended
SPUMC a few times many years ago, when Rick DeQuasie was preaching, so we
visited here and decided to stay.
Through all the changes in my life, God has been faithful. I’m very grateful to
have had Godly parents and to have been raised in the church.

Mary Ann Testerman

Edgelawn News - Jo Emrick
Last month I told you about the food pantry that is supported by the local
churches in the area. This month I would like to share with you a little about the
manager of the food pantry. Her name is Jo Emrick. She is a lady of small stature but
great in her desire to serve others. She is a widow with 4 daughters, one recently
deceased, two of whom live in Parkersburg and one in Nags Head, N.C. She has been
blessed with many grandchildren and great grandchildren. Jo worked at St Joseph’s
hospital for 30 years in the nursing administration office. She retired in 1989. She
joined Edgelawn UMC in June of 1984. Over the years she has held several offices
including being the chairman of the Administrative council for several years. Until the
recent disbanding of the Edgelawn United Methodist Women Jo served as the
president of this group. Jo also served as the delegate to the annual conference in
Buchanan for several years.
Jo is the perfect example that God calls people of all ages to do his work in
serving others. She allows her picture to be put on the screen on Sunday mornings as
an attempt to encourage giving from the congregation. Below, you will find examples
of the pictures that have been shown at church during the announcements over the
years. In addition to being the manager of the food pantry, with the assistance of a
handful of volunteers she does all the grocery shopping for the food pantry, the
scheduling of the volunteers that distribute the food and even though she is 90 years
old she continues to work in the food pantry interviewing clients most every day it is
open.

If you would like to volunteer for the Grace of God Food Pantry, just give Jo a
call (304-485-9439) and she will do her best to find something for you to do!!!

Jo would do almost anything to raise money for the food pantry.
Jo was recognized as the oldest mother in our congregation on
Mother’s Day.

Stewardship Committee Report

Women’s Ministry Movie
Night with 25 in
attendance watching the
movie “War Room”

Our God is awesome! He continues to bring us to a place of thankfulness
as we continue this journey with SPUMC. Our vision from the beginning was to
point as many people as possible to Jesus and create opportunities for our
church people to “plug in”. A few highlights just to name a few:
-

Ice Cream Social 2022- We are fast approaching our annual event July 30th
from 6-8pm. We are very excited to share a wonderful evening with our
church family and surrounding community. Thank you goes out to all our
volunteers who have contributed in some way.

-

Women’s Ministry- This ministry remains impactful each time we get
together. We have had an opportunity to walk through seasons together.
We laugh. We cry. We support each other and push each other to Jesus.
The “Elijah” study continues to be impactful! We have three weeks left of
this study. It still isn’t too late to join us. We will beginning a new study
starting in September.

-

Women’s Ministry Movie Night- We enjoyed watching the movie War
Room together. We had 25 in attendance. We will have a movie night for
the church coming up soon.

-

Silver Plate Ministry- The remaining months of 2022 have been put in
place for our silver plate ministry. The months and ministries supported:
o August- Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF)
o September- Grace of God Food Pantry
o October- North Place Maternity House
o November- “Adopt a Family”
o December- Wood County Society

Our continued prayer is that you would consider asking yourself how you
can partner with us in ministry as we continue to reach people for Jesus and
how to make our community.
Submitted By:

Dani Reed

Finance Committee Report

Financial update as of JUNE 30, 2022
Bottom Line - $1,245 positive Year-To-Date
•

As expected, the month of June ended negative $3,218, giving vs.
expenses, lowering our year-to-date POSITIVE balance to $1,245. In
addition to being a vacation month for many in our church family, we
had the opportunity to pay off our Duplicator in the church office with a
single payment of $741. This will eliminate the $60/monthly payment
going forward. (Please remember, when you have a need for 25+ black &
white copies of a single document, to make your request through the
church office and Ashley can use the duplicator at a greater savings over
our standard copier.)

•

Charge Conference (the annual opportunity to meet with sister churches
under the leadership of our District Superintendent, Rev. Loretta Isaiah),
is scheduled for October 12th at 6:30 p.m. at Lubeck UMC. Rev. Isaiah
will lead attendees in worship, as well as establishing salaries and
evaluating the ministry of our parish churches. All members of the local
church are welcome to attend this meeting.

•

Treasurer, Tammy Lewis, will begin the process of drafting a 2023 budget
by projecting anticipated fixed costs, such as salaries, insurance, and
utilities. The Finance Committee needs all church leaders to project
their anticipated financial needs for next year. Please turn in those
dollar amounts to Kay Wilhelm or Tammy Lewis as soon as possible. We
realize this is challenging, but a “best estimate” is needed. You, as a
leader, will always be able to bring an additional need to Church Council
for approval anytime during the next year.

•

The request has been made for individuals receiving checks from the
church to please cash all checks as soon as possible after receipt.
Likewise, please turn in receipts, along with a check request for
reimbursement in a timely manner. This will aid in bookkeeping. Thank
you!

Submitted by:

Kay Wilhelm,

Finance Committee

A Moment in History
Parkersburg Half Marathon Waterstop
For over 30 years our church has held a Waterstop for the runners and
walkers in the Parkersburg Half Marathon held during the month of
August… The race has not been run in the last 2 years due to the Covid
Pandemic, but this year the race is once again being held on Saturday,
August 20th… Please join us in renewing one of our most fun annual events
at the church and cheer on the runners as they go by!!!
Below are pictures taken during the early 1990’s during one of the first
years a Half Marathon Waterstop was held at the church…

The picture below shows the SPUMC Waterstop team that
participated in the last Half Marathon held in August of 2019…

A Peal for Church Bells
PARKERSBURG - Area churches are being encouraged to ring their bells at
10 a.m. Sunday, July 3, in observance of the Trinity and to call people
"back to the church," according to an organizer.
"I am asking churches to participate because I feel since the COVID-19
pandemic attendance has not bounced back," said Hank Bowry of Mineral
Wells.
Churches are being asked to ring their bells or make other
commemorations for three minutes on Sunday signifying in those three
minutes the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, Bowry said.
"My attempt by doing this is to once again get the church bells ringing in
our community for people to hear. If all churches participate in this, we
are hoping the bells will call people of the community back to the
church," he said. "I spoke to a local child the other day that had never
even heard church bells.“
Numerous churches have been contacted and have agreed to participate,
Bowry, who attends the Big Tygart Church near Rockport on W.Va. 21,
said. "The word has spread now in churches as far away as Charlotte,
N.C., and Pensacola, Fla.
"I believe that if people hear the bells, then it will be in a sense 'church
bells calling you home,'" Bowry said. "So many are homeless and addicted
and just hearing the church bells could change their lives also is my
hope."
THIS STORY IS PROVIDED FREE COURTESY OF THE PARKERSBURG NEWS
AND SENTINEL.

Several veterans in our
congregation took turns ringing
the church bell on Sunday
morning, July 3rd, at 10AM for 3
minutes… The goal was to get
more members of our
community to start attending
church on a regular basis…

Forever a Child Inside

"I asked an elderly man once what it was like to be old and to know
the majority of his life was behind him. He told me that he has been the
same age his entire life. He said the voice inside of his head had never
aged. He has always just been the same boy. His mother's son. He had
always wondered when he would grow up and be an old man. He said he
watched his body age and his faculties dull but the person he is inside
never got tired. Never aged. Never changed.
Our spirits are eternal. Our souls are forever. The next time you
encounter an elderly person, look at them and know they are still a child,
just as you are still a child, and children will always need love, attention
and purpose.“
~ Author unknown & Photography by Rita French

The Need for Friendship
God designed believers to live in community, and we must rely
on each other in times of need.
These days, many of us would rather rely on ourselves than on one
another. It’s common for neighbors to treat each other with suspicion instead
of congeniality—and that goes for church members too. Independence may
be a prized attribute in our culture but not in the Bible. Nowhere in Scripture
will you find the erroneous quote “God helps those who help themselves.”
The very fact that the Lord formed the church—a community of
believers—reveals He did not create people for self-sufficiency or isolation. In
God’s design, a close, committed biblical friendship between two believers
serves to build both toward Christlikeness. Look at any of the saints in
Scripture and you will find evidence of reliance upon a close friend or
confidante for support. Paul, in particular, spoke freely and often of his
dependence upon dear companions, and he encouraged others to form
intimate partnerships as well (Phil. 2:1-2).
God’s Word tells us to love one another, bear our brothers’ burdens,
and confess our sins to fellow believers (John 13:34; Gal. 6:2; James 5:16).
This means we’re to give ourselves away to others and receive from them in
return. God designed this mutual encouragement to result in greater holiness
throughout the body of Christ.

Prayer List

Ron Sams
Amie Thorn
Linda Knight
Sue Galland
Hannah Rubin
Kensey McCoy
Tim Hathaway
Leota Grimm
Chuck Lewis
Carolyn Pearson
Terry Cain
Kevin Ross
Jerry Baum
Rick Deem
Mike Kidd
Alianna Kinney
Tammy Baldwin

Doris Youell
Bob Hoffman
Bill Chambers
Belinda Harris
Alberta Tucker
Rev. Carroll McCauley
Frank Kesterson
Betty Kerr
Brenda Jones
Debbie Conger
Carl Hendershot
Amanda Branch
Megan Dougherty
Emma Monroe
Holly Hudson
David Bailey

Remember the Families of:
Austin Campbell
Bill Samples

“𝑇ℎ𝑜𝑠𝑒 𝑤𝑒 𝑙𝑜𝑣𝑒 𝑑𝑜𝑛'𝑡 𝑔𝑜 𝑎𝑤𝑎𝑦...𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑦 𝑤𝑎𝑙𝑘 𝑏𝑒𝑠𝑖𝑑𝑒 𝑢𝑠 𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑦 𝑑𝑎𝑦...
𝑢𝑛𝑠𝑒𝑒𝑛, 𝑢𝑛ℎ𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑑...𝑏𝑢𝑡 𝑎𝑙𝑤𝑎𝑦𝑠 𝑛𝑒𝑎𝑟... 𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑙𝑙 𝑙𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑑... 𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑙𝑙 𝑚𝑖𝑠𝑠𝑒𝑑…
𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑦 𝑑𝑒𝑎𝑟.”

Bible Quiz
This month’s Bible Quiz answers start with the letter “P”… After each question there
are parenthesis showing you where you can find, or check, your answers. Good Luck!!!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Joseph was sold as a slave to whom? (Genesis 39:1)
One twin son of Judah and Tamar (Genesis 38-29)
Greek Island where John was in exile when he wrote Revelation (Revelation 1:9)
Servant of the church in Cenchrea (Romans 16:1-3)
Chief man of the island where Paul was shipwrecked; lodged him 3 days
courteously (Acts 28:7-8)
Had his mother-in-law healed by Jesus (Matthew 8:14-15)
Aquila’s wife who helped teach Apollo (Acts 18:24-26)
Better known Greek name of Saul of Tarsus (Acts 13:9)

