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My Church

My church is composed of people like me…
We make it what it is…
It will be friendly if I am…
Its pews will be filled, if I help to fill them…
It will do great, if I work…
It will make generous gifts for many causes, if I am a generous giver…
It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship, if I bring them…
It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith and service, 
and a church with a noble spirit – if I, who make it what it is, am filled with 
these…
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being 
all the things I want my church to be…

Ministry 127 – Source Unknown

mailto:spumc1813@gmail.com


Welcome Back!!!

Our Primary and Intermediate Sunday School Classes presented a "Welcome Back & 
Thank You" skit for Pastor Jim & Jennifer. The primary class (Maci, Austin, Jackson, 

Trenton, Luke, Olivia, Ariana, Lily, Katherine) held letters spelling out P-a-s-t-o-r and 
thanked Pastor Jim for his preaching, advice, service, time, open heart, and all these 

reasons and more. The Intermediate Class (Ethan, Brylyn, Izac, Adam) presented 
candy bars thanking Pastor Jim & Jennifer for teaching MOUNDS of Bible stories, 

wishing them 100 GRAND every PAYDAY, and letting them know they are loved and 
EXTRA special to all of us. Primary teachers are Anna Deem, Michaela Hupp, Becky & 

Brittany Stephens. Intermediate teachers are Valma & Mark Adams. 

The “Welcome Back” celebration ended 
with a “Group Hug” from the kids for 

Pastor Jim and Jennifer

All We Need to Know

Almost everything we need to know can be learned from Noah’s Ark:

• Don’t miss the boat…
• Remember that we are all in the same boat…
• Plan ahead… It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark…
• Stay fit… When you are 60 years old, someone may ask you to do something really 

big…
• Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done…
• Build your future on high ground…
• For safety’s sake, travel in pairs…
• When you’re stressed out, float awhile…
• Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic was built by professionals…
• No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a rainbow waiting…



Vacation Bible School

Thanks to all the volunteers who 
made this years Vacation Bible 

School a huge success!!!

Day 1:  God Loves Us All.
Bible Verse

“The Lord is good to everyone.  He 
showers compassion on all His 

creation.” (Psalm 145:9)

Day 2:  God Loves Us and Takes 
Care of Us.
Bible Verse

“Give all your worries and cares to 
God, for He cares about you.”          

(1 Peter 5:7)

Day 3:  God Loves Us and Sent His Son, 
Jesus.

Bible Verse
“For God Loved the World so much that 

He gave His one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in Him will not 

perish but have eternal life.”              
(John 3:16)

Day 4:  God Loves Us and wants Us to 
Share His Love.

Bible Verse
“Just as I have Loved You, You should 

Love Each Other.”  (John: 13:34)

Oikus / Families

Daily Themes



VBS – A Pictorial View

Apostle Paul

Our Sins on the Cross
Backpack Blessings

Scribe Shop

Jewelry Shop
Suncatcher Shop

Toy Making Shop

Music  Shop Love Sign Shop

Pottery StudioGame Activity
Food Market

With the love & encouragement 
from the children, and the words 
from the Apostle Paul, Dionysius 
becomes a believer of the One 
true God and accepts his Son 

Jesus as his Lord and Savior.  He 
agrees to travel with Paul to 
Corinth to help continue to 

spread the good news.Geometry School



Thankfulness

The next footsteps in the corridor, he knew, might be those of the guards taking him 
away to his execution. His only bed was the hard, cold stone floor of the dank, cramped prison 
cell. Not an hour passed when he was free from the constant irritation of the chains and the 
pain of the iron manacles cutting into his wrists and legs.  Separated from friends, unjustly 
accused, brutally treated—if ever a person had a right to complain, it was this man, languishing 
almost forgotten in a harsh Roman prison. But instead of complaints, his lips rang with words of 
praise and thanksgiving!  The man was the Apostle Paul—a man who had learned the meaning 
of true thanksgiving, even in the midst of great adversity. Earlier, when he had been imprisoned 
in Rome, Paul wrote, “Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to 
God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:19-20, NIV).

Think of it: Always giving thanks for everything—no matter the circumstances! 
Thanksgiving for the Apostle Paul was not a once-a-year celebration, but a daily reality that 
changed his life and made him a joyful person in every situation.  Thanksgiving, the giving of 
thanks, to God for all His blessings should be one of the most distinctive marks of the believer in 
Jesus Christ.  We must not allow a spirit of ingratitude to harden our heart and chill our 
relationship with God and with others.  Nothing turns us into bitter, selfish, dissatisfied people 
more quickly than an ungrateful heart. And nothing will do more to restore contentment and 
the joy of our salvation than a true spirit of thankfulness.

In the ancient world, leprosy was a terrible disease. It hopelessly disfigured those who 
had it, and it permanently cut them off from normal society. Without exception, every leper 
yearned for one thing - To be healed.  One day 10 lepers approached Jesus outside a village, 
loudly pleading with Him to heal them. In an instant He restored them all to perfect health—but 
only one came back and thanked Him. All the rest left without a word of thanks, their minds 
preoccupied only with themselves, gripped with a spirit of ingratitude.

Today, too, ingratitude and thanklessness are far too common. Common courtesy is 
scorned. We take for granted the ways that others help us. Above all, we fail to thank God for 
His blessings.  Ingratitude is a sin, just as surely as is lying or stealing or immorality or any other 
sin condemned by the Bible. One of the Bible’s indictments against rebellious humanity is that 
“although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him” (Romans 
1:21, NIV). An ungrateful heart is a heart that is cold toward God and indifferent to His mercy 
and love. It is a heart that has forgotten how dependent we are on God for everything.

From one end of the Bible to the other, we are commanded to be thankful. In fact, 
thankfulness is the natural outflowing of a heart that is attuned to God. The psalmist declared, 
“Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving” (Psalm 147:7, NIV). Paul wrote, “Be thankful” (Colossians 
3:15, NIV). A spirit of thanksgiving is always the mark of a joyous Christian.  Why should we be 
thankful? Because God has blessed us, and we should be thankful for each blessing.

Reverend Billy Graham

The article below was included in our September 2018 THUSE News.  It is being printed again 
because it focuses on the Apostle Paul who was a central figure in our Vacation Bible School.  The 

article was written by the Reverend Billy Graham



The Backpack Ministry Team would like to thank the congregation for 

supporting our ministry during the July Silver Plate collections.  The total amount 

collected was $1,878!   Several adults and children were also able to get a ‘sneak 

peek’ into how our ministry works during Vacation Bible School in July.   Thank 

you for participating.  The Vacation Bible School offering of $135.83 was also 

donated to the backpack ministry.  

These offerings will help us to continue to feed and nourish the children of 

Martin Elementary, Gihon Elementary, and Fairplains Elementary schools.  Our 

ministry provides bags of food to needy children to help feed them over the 

weekend while schools are closed.

For the 2018-19 school year we averaged 105 students per week.  There 

are 42 weeks on the school calendar so that is 4,410 bags of food per school year.  

The need is great and the need is real.  We are blessed to be able to work to help 

meet that need.

It’s hard to believe but our ministry has been working for the past four 

school years.  With an average of 110 bags per week over that time we have 

provided approximately 18,480 bags of food to the needy children of our 

community.  God has truly blessed us with the ability to help.  If just one of those 

bags of food has helped a child feel God’s love for an instant, then it makes it all 

worthwhile.

We are planning to continue to answer God’s call to help those children for 

the 2019-20 school year and we need your help.  Besides financial contributions, 

we also need gifts of your time.  We have a need for new team members to help 

bag food and to deliver bags to the schools on Thursdays.  

Our next meeting is August 19th at 6:30pm in the church basement.  We 

will be putting teams together and starting to make a schedule at that meeting.  

We urge you to please attend that meeting.  We promise you will enjoy the 

fellowship and will feel blessed to be a part of this ministry.  

Matthew 25: 31-46

Sam Sams

THANK  YOU!!!





A huge thank you to all teachers, for your heart, devotion, and love for our children. As 

parents, we are so grateful for you, our words may not always fully express what we feel 

inside. We appreciate all that you do, often behind the scenes where no one even sees. 

Know that you are loved and valued by many. You are an amazing gift to our kids and to 

our families!

A New School Year Prayer for Teachers

Dear God, We ask for your wisdom and grace for each teacher as they prepare to lead 
their class each day. Equip them for every good work you have prepared ahead of time.  We 
ask that your strength would fill them and that you would enable them to do all that they do 
with a heart of compassion and grace that comes straight from you. Give them ability and 
effectiveness as they teach, fill them with creativity and passion for this very important role 
that you have called them to. Give them laughter and fun in every day!

And in the moments when they feel like there's just not enough time to do all they 
need to do, multiply their hours, and give success to their efforts, for we know that you are 
able to do much more with a day than we ever could. Remind them that they have the 
incredible ability to make a difference in the life of a child. Every… Single… Day... And that 
what they do is so important, because they are a part of building greatness in our world, 
through the next generation.

Give help when they're weary, give grace when they feel they've reached the limit, and 
give peace when they feel overwhelmed. Empower them by your Spirit with enough energy 
to match even the most active child in their class. Help them find strength in one another, 
reminding them that they are a team, and that there is greater power together, rather than 
alone, to face every struggle and obstacle that may come their way. Remind them, that more 
than representing a job, or a school, or a district, they represent you, and because of this, 
your spirit and covering are brought to school every day. And that is a very powerful thing.

Give them a spirit of discernment for every child in their class, that they have the 
heart to understand each one of them more deeply, and see them as you see them. Give 
them a great ability to understand every parent represented too, reminding that you have 
destined every one of those paths to cross, and you have great purpose in it all. Give them a 
heart shield to block out any negativity, to see through the outside to the inner fears 
involved, to let go of what needs to fall away, and to hold on to what needs to be held on to. 
Give wisdom to embrace encouragement along the way and to give encouragement where it 
is needed. Instill in us all, teachers and parents, a heart of learning this year, because we're 
never too old to learn new things. Give us all fresh perspective to see life through the eyes of 
a child, because sometimes important things become blurred and unclear as we grow up.

Surround their families and personal lives in your care and protection, providing 
abundantly for every need that they have. Help them to release every concern and anxiety 
into your hand, believing that you are able to do anything.  Love through them, shine on 
them, pour out your blessing and favor over them, throughout the year.
In Jesus' Name…  Amen…

Debbie McDaniel 



The Sneeze

They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students filing into the already 

crowded auditorium. With their rich maroon gowns flowing ... and the traditional caps, 

they looked almost as grown up as they felt.  Dads swallowed hard behind broad smiles, 

and Moms freely brushed away tears.

However, this class would NOT be praying during the commencement - not by 

choice, but because of a recent court ruling prohibiting it.  The principal and several 

students were careful to stay within the guidelines allowed by the ruling. They gave 

inspirational and challenging speeches, but no one mentioned divine guidance and no 

one asked for blessings on the graduates or their families.

The speeches were nice, but they were routine... until the final speech…  A solitary 

student walked proudly to the microphone. He stood still and silent for just a moment, 

and then, it happened.  All 92 students, every single one of them, suddenly 

SNEEZED!!!!...  The student on stage simply looked at the audience and said, "GOD 

BLESS YOU, EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU!" And he walked off stage...  The 

audience exploded into applause. This graduating class had found a unique way to 

invoke God's blessing on their future.

Church Activities / Events / Deadlines

• Sunday, August 4th – Installation Service for Rev. Loretta Isaiah, our new 
District Superintendent, at 3:00PM… Reception to follow… No evening 
service…

• Sunday, August 4th – Promotion Sunday…
• Tuesday, August 6th – SPRC Meeting at 6:30PM…
• Saturday, August 10th – Ice Cream Social from 4:00 to 7:00PM…
• Monday, August 12th – Stewardship Meeting at 6:30PM…
• Saturday, August 17th – Parkersburg Half Marathon Water Stop…
• Sunday, August 18th – Calendar items due…
• Monday, August 19th – Outreach Meeting at 6:30PM…
• Tuesday, August 20th – Christian Education Meeting at 6:30PM…
• Tuesday, August 27th – THUSE News deadline…
• Every Wednesday in August – Bible Study at 6:30PM…



BIBLE QUIZ

The answers to the questions in this month’s newsletter all start with the 
letter “Z”…  After each question, there are parenthesis showing you where 

you can find, or check, your answers.  Good Luck!!!

1. Who was the father of James and John?  (Matthew 4:21)
2. Who was the father of John the Baptist?  (Luke 1:13)
3. Who was the tax collector who climbed a tree to see Jesus?  (Luke 

19:2-4)
4. Where was the place that the Jordon River rose up as “a heap?”  

(Joshua 3:16)
5. One of the 12 tribes of Israel?  (Numbers 2:7)
6. The City of David?  (2 Samuel 5:7)
7. Who was the primary builder of Israel’s second temple?  (Ezra 3:8)
8. Who was the prophet in the days of Ezra who wrote a book of the 

bible?      (Ezra 5:1)
9. Who was the wife of Haman who suggested building gallows?  (Esther 

5:10-14)
10. One of the disciples of Jesus was Simon the “_____”?  (Luke 6:15)

A Vow of Silence

A man entered a monastery and agreed to a vow of silence.  
He could speak only 2 words every 10 days.   After the first ten 
days he uttered the words: “Bed Hard.”  Ten days later he said: 
“Food Bad.“  Then after another ten days had passed he said, “I 
Quit.”  

The head of the monastery replied, “Good, you’ve done 
nothing but complain ever since you’ve been here!”

Allen Eldridge -bulletin of the Regency Church of Christ,Mobile, Alabama



Long-Term Prayer List


