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Pastor’s Message

Greetings in the Name of our Risen Savior!

“Until Further Notice!” That seems to be the sign of the times. These are
difficult times, especially for those of you who find it difficult to function each day
without social interaction. We have been asked to voluntarily distance ourselves from
others living outside our homes in order to slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
Therefore, we will not hold in-person worship services in the Sanctuary until further
notice. I am requesting that each one of you obey the social distancing guidelines,
leaving your home only when necessary, and maintaining a distance of at least 6 feet
from others when you do find it necessary to go out.

As I am writing this article, I am not aware of any member of our church family
who is suffering from the COVID-19 virus, and I pray that everyone is able to remain
well during this pandemic. We will continue to offer “Living Room Church” on
Facebook LIVE on Sunday mornings at 10:00 A.M., and are planning special “services”
for Holy Week and Easter Sunday morning. Stay tuned!

Remember...WE ARE THE CHURCH! Whether we meet together in our beautiful
sanctuary, or gather online from our homes, WE ARE THE CHURCH! What is important
is that, in the midst of all this confusion and time of fear and crisis, we take time to BE
STILL, and worship. Gather your family – those at home with you or many miles away,
and invite them to worship, hear the Word, read the Scripture, sing along to the
hymns, and pray!

(continued on next page)  



Peace
It does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise, trouble, 

or hard work to be done… It means to be in the midst of those 
things and still be calm in your heart…

In John 14:1, Jesus proclaims, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe 
in God, believe also in me.”  Have faith and believe that God is still in control.  
Look outside...the evidence is real.  God is revealing signs of New Life all around 
us.  God's creation is alive with singing birds, flowering bulbs, budding trees and 
shrubs, and fresh green grass.  The sun is rising and setting each day, and God's 
Son is ever present with us!  Jesus assures us in Matthew 28:20, “I am with you 
always”.  Trust and believe.  Know that He is with you and loves you.  I am holding 
each one of you in prayer, and I am here for you, as well.  Please do not hesitate 
to call or text me anytime.  You are loved!

Blessings and Prayers,

Pastor Jim
304-360-3969



Christian Education & Youth Ministry

Hello, to all of you gathered at home! I miss seeing you at church...gathering for
worship, Sunday School, youth group, SPARK, and even the many meetings and other
activities that bring us together in fellowship. I love being together, so this is a difficult
time for me, personally. I know it's a difficult time for everyone.

I want to thank everyone who has made an effort to stay connected by coming
together for our Facebook LIVE and online worship services, sending texts, mailing
cards, making phone calls, sharing a homemade treat, and even stopping by to say
hello from your car!

I pray that you are able to stay home and follow the guidelines and stay well! It
will be so sweet when we can gather once again, but that will only be possible if we all
do our part.

Care Bags have been assembled each week for the children and are available to
be picked up from the Little Free Library on the East side of the church building near
the Prayer Garden. Parents, please stop by and take one for each child in your family. I
hope you will do the activities and Scripture readings together, and know that each bag
is filled with lots of love!

Jennifer

Goodbye & Good Luck Joudy!!!

It is always difficult to say, "Goodbye," especially when it's premature. 
Joudy Youssef will be returning to her home in Cairo, Egypt, this week. 
Her return home comes two and a half months early, as international 
exchange students are returning to their home countries and families 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Joudy has been an active part of our 
church family and youth group, since arriving last summer to spend 
this school year with her host parents, Terri and Kevin Tice. She has 

brought so much joy and will be greatly missed! Please keep Joudy in 
your thoughts and prayers, as she begins her journey home. Thank 
you, to the many members of our church family who helped gather 

small souvenirs and gifts for Joudy to take home to her family in Egypt.



United Methodist Women

The United Methodist Women met on March 10th and listened to a 

presentation by Joudy Youseff as our guest speaker. She explained  some of the myths 
about her home country of Egypt, the ways of life that she is familiar with, and the 
fears she had coming to the United States as a student. 

Due to time restrictions, a short business meeting was conducted and it was 
decided that we would arrange to help with the clothing and soup sale. However, due 
to circumstances beyond our control, that activity was cancelled, and will be 
rescheduled in the future under the direction of the Stewardship committee. When 
normal activities resume at the church, we will reschedule our monthly meetings.

Thanks to our March meeting hostess, Anna Deem, and our prayers go out to 
Judy Stanley for a speedy recovery.  We will continue to remain united in spirit, and we 
want to encourage everyone to be safe and to stay well  during this difficult time.

God Bless!!!. 

Sandy Sinnett

In Memory

A Saint of our church, Ruth 
“Maxine” Sinnett Custer, passed 
away on March 29th at the Eagle 

Pointe Nursing Facility at the age of 
93.  Our sympathy, love, and prayers 

go out to all of her friends and 
family.



Stewardship Alert



An Easter Prayer

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and 

by his wounds we are healed.”
Isaiah 53:5

The ashes that marked the foreheads of millions of believers on Ash Wednesday 

just weeks ago, held a reminder for us…  We are but dust.  Yet His story reminds us of 
so much more – we are redeemed. We are set free. We have been given new life, an 
open door, through Jesus Christ.  The ashes are a clear picture of the frailty of human 
existence. And though many times we may somehow think we’re invincible in this life, 
or even led to believe that we are not “needy” of a Savior, when hit with life’s 
struggles or face to face with painful events, we quickly remember, we need help. We 
need a Savior.

(continued on next page)



We have One, who also was broken, in ways we could never fully 
comprehend, yet he remained strong, and chose to endure it all – for us.  He 
extends grace to remind us we don’t have to stay stuck in our struggle and 
pain. He holds good in store through it all, able to bring greater purpose, 
greater beauty, greater strength. He never intends for us to remain in the pit 
of our despair. For he breathes fresh life.  God brought beauty out of the 
brokenness of the cross, he gives beauty for our ashes. His sacrifice offers 
forgiveness for our sin. The power of the Resurrection gives hope for our 
future.

There’s such power there.  God sent His Only Son.  He loved.  He gave.  
There was no other way… but this.  As we approach Easter, may we take a 
closer look at the reality of it all. The suffering of the cross. The huge sacrifice 
that Christ paid. The pain that was endured. The great cost of His gift. The 
love that was shown. The freedom He offers.  It’s not a flowery picture of 
fluff and stuff.  It’s the most powerful story ever told.  Incredible sacrifice.  
Amazing grace.

Dear God, 
We remember the pain and suffering of the cross, and all that Jesus 

was willing to endure, so we could be set free. He paid the price, such a 
great sacrifice, to offer us the gift of eternal life.  Help us never to take for 
granted this huge gift of love on our behalf. Help us to be reminded of the 
cost of it all. Forgive us for being too busy, or distracted by other things, for 
not fully recognizing what you have freely given, what you have done for 
us. 

Thank you Lord that by your wounds we are healed. Thank you that 
because of your huge sacrifice we can live free. Thank you that sin and 
death have been conquered, and that your Power is everlasting.  Thank you 
that we can say with great hope, “It is finished…” For we know what is still 
to come. And death has lost its sting. We praise you for you are making all 
things new.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Debbie McDaniel

Source: https://debbiemcdaniel.com/2017/04/14/prayer-good-friday-finished/



Memory Verse

“And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him . . . and 
the people stood looking on”

Luke 23:33–35 

Look at those last few words one more time: “the people stood looking on”. They
stood by the cross of Jesus trying to understand what was happening. And what did
they see?

• They saw the obvious… They saw how cruel men could be to others. Death by
crucifixion was a horrific way to die.

• They saw something mysterious… They experienced an eerie darkness “over all 

the earth.” The sun refused to shine, as if it were paying tribute to the death of our 

Savior.

• They saw something vicarious… They witnessed the death of God in the flesh, an 

agonizing death that made possible our abundant life. 

• They saw something marvelous… They saw the same thing you and I are blessed 

to see when we partake of the Lord’s supper—The Love of God.

Think about it…  One minute of silence for each of the estimated 6,000,000 Holocaust 
deaths would equal an unimaginable 11 ½ years of silence in remembrance of all of 
those men, women, and children.

In Hebrew, Holocaust Remembrance Day is called Yom HaShoah. This year that day 
falls on Tuesday, April 21st .  In the United States, Days of Remembrance runs from the 
Sunday before Yom HaShoah through the following Sunday – Sunday, April 19th through 
Sunday, April 26th.

We Should Not Forget



A sick man turned to his doctor as he was preparing to
Leave the examination room and said, 

‘”Doctor, I am afraid to die.
Tell me what lies on the other side…” 

Very quietly, the doctor said, “I don't know..” 
“You don't know? You're a Christian man and you don't know what's on the other 

side?” 
The doctor was holding the handle of the door;  On the other side came a sound of 

scratching and whining,
And as he opened the door, a dog sprang into the room 

And leaped on him with an eager show of gladness. 
Turning to the patient, the doctor said, 

“Did you notice my dog? 
He's never been in this room before.

He didn't know what was inside…
He knew nothing except that his master was here, 

And when the door opened, he sprang in without fear.
I know little of what is on the other side of death, 

But I do know one thing... 
I know my Master is there and that is enough.” 

Submitted by:  Valma Adams 

What’s On the Other Side?

Almighty and All–loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we pray to you 
through Christ the Healer for those who suffer from the Coronavirus across the 
world.  We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss of each 
and every person who has died as a result of contracting this disease. 

Give wisdom to policymakers, skill to healthcare professionals and researchers,
comfort to everyone in distress, and a sense of calm to us all in these days of 
uncertainty and distress.

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who showed compassion to 
the outcast, acceptance to the rejected, and love to those to whom no love 
was shown. 

Amen.

Archbishop Michael Jackson

Coronavirus Prayer



Shut-In Ministry

It seems unlikely that we will be remembering the shut-ins at Easter 

with gifts, along with cards from the congregation.  With the threat of the 
virus and the vulnerability of the elderly, many of our shut-ins are not 
allowed visitors and are often confined to their rooms.  We encourage 
everyone to consider sending cards or letters to the shut-ins at this time and 
during the duration of the crisis.  Below is a list of the 8 people currently on 
the shut-in list with their addresses.

Helen Boone
Cedar Grove Assisted Living
110 Nicolette Rd
Parkersburg, WV   26104

Betty Hardman
Cedar Grove Assisted Living
110 Nicolette Rd
Parkersburg, WV   26104

Betty Skinner
Worthington Nursing Center
2675 36th Street
Parkersburg, WV   26104

Cheryl Phillips
1030 Market St. – Apt 616
Parkersburg, WV   26101

June McNickle
Heritage Assisted Living
1809 North Pleasant Hwy
St. Marys, WV   26170

Shirley Koenig
Willows Center
723 Summers Street
Parkersburg, WV   26101

Ed Fortney
Genesis Healthcare Center
1716 Gihon Rd
Parkersburg, WV   26101

Dale Palmer
2609 Broadway Ext.
Parkersburg, WV   26101



The Prayer of Cyrus Brown

By Sam Walter Foss (1858-1911)

"THE PROPER way for a man to pray," 
Said Deacon Lemuel Keyes,

"And the only proper attitude,
Is down upon his knees.“

"No, I should say the way to pray,“
Said Reverend Doctor Wise,

"Is standing straight, with outstretched arms, 
And rapt and upturned eyes." 

"Oh no; no, no," said Elder Slow,
"Such posture is too proud: 

A man should pray with eyes fast closed
And head contritely bowed.“

"It seems to me his hands should be 
Austerely clasped in front,

With both thumbs pointing toward the ground," 
Said Reverend Doctor Blunt.

"Las' year I fell in Hodgkin's well
Head first," said Cyrus Brown,

"With both my heels a-stickin' up, 
My head a-p'inting down;

"An' I made a prayer right then an' there-
Best prayer I ever said, 

The prayingest prayer I ever prayed,
A-standing on my head." 

:  Submitted By: Tammy Lewis





Weekly Bulletin Prayer List



Long-Term Prayer List



Bible Quiz - 1

The questions in this month’s newsletter refer to Book of Joshua in the bible…  After each 
question, there are parenthesis showing you where you can find, or check, your answers.  

Good Luck!!!

1. Who was Joshua the son of?   (Joshua 1:1)
2. After the death of Moses, what was Joshua commanded to do?  (Joshua 1:2)
3. Where had Rahab hidden the spies?   (Joshua 2:6)
4. What did Rahab do to signal where her house was?   (Joshua 2:21)
5. The waters of the Jordon were cut off when these people’s feet touched it?   

(Joshua 3:13)
6. How did God kill the Amorites for Joshua and the people of Israel?      (Joshua 

10:6-11)
7. How long did the sun stand still for Joshua?   (Joshua 10:13)
8. How old was Caleb when Moses sent him and Joshua to spy out the land?  (Joshua 

14:13)
9. How old was Joshua when he died?   (Joshua 24:29)
10. How many times in total did the army circle the city of Jericho before the walls 

fell?   

Bible Quiz – 2

The questions in this month’s newsletter are about Easter…  After each question, there 
are parenthesis showing you where you can find, or check, your answers.  Good Luck!!!

1. How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the life of Jesus for?  (Matthew     26:15)
2. When Judas returned the silver to the priests, what did they do with the money?  

(Matthew 27:6-8)
3. Which disciple cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant in an effort to protect 

Jesus from being taken as a prisoner?  (John 18:10)
4. What was the sign that Jesus gave Peter in stating that he would deny him?  

(Mark 14:30)
5. Who told Pilate not to have anything to do with Jesus?  (Matthew 27:19)
6. What was the inscription written above the cross?   (John 19:19)
7. Who was told to carry Jesus’ cross for him?  (Matthew 27:32)  
8. What happened in the Temple as a sign that the death of Jesus had made way for 

the individual believer to approach God?  (Matthew 27:51)
9. What is the English translation of the expression “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani” that 

Jesus spoke from the cross?  (Matthew 27:46) 
10. Who were the 2 men who helped prepare the body of Christ for burial?  (John 

19:38-42)


