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Pastor’s Message

Greetings in the Name of the Risen Lord!

“Christ has died!  Christ is risen!  Christ will come again!”  This is one of the 
congregational responses in the Litany for Holy Communion.  It reminds us that 
Worship directs us to look at three directions at the same time:  To the past, 
remembering the sacrifice Jesus, the only Son of God, made on the cross of 
Calvary; To the present, remembering that Jesus rose from the dead and is 
alive forever; and To the future, believing in the promise Jesus made to return 
to take His Church home.  This is what we celebrate every Sunday morning and 
evening as we gather to Worship the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit.  I hope you are able to Worship with us, especially on Palm 
Sunday, April 14th, and Easter Sunday, April 21st.

Although the Season of Lent is already half over, it is not too late to join us on 
Wednesday evenings for  The Case for Easter, by Lee Strobel, who presents the 
evidence he discovered about the death and resurrection of Jesus, the 
foundation of the Christian faith; evidence that changed his life forever. If you 
are not already participating, join us for the remaining Wednesdays in Lent.

(continued on next page)
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Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball has 
announced the appointment of Rev. 

Loretta Isaiah as the Conference 
Superintendent assigned to the Little 

Kanawha District effective July 1, 2019.

On Thursday, April 18th,  Maundy Thursday, there will be a “Holy Week 
Journey” in which participants will follow the days of Jesus leading up to and 
including the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus and share in Holy 
Communion.  Please sign-up for a time slot in the gathering area in the 
basement of the church building.  You don't want to miss this event.

Easter Sunday, April 21st, will begin with a Sunrise service at 7:00 A.M.  
Weather permitting, this service will be held outside in the parking lot 
adjacent to the Prayer Garden on the north-east side of the church building, 
followed by breakfast in the CFC.  In case of bad weather, the service will be 
held inside the CFC.

Our Easter Sunday Worship Service will begin at 9:40 A.M. in the flower-filled 
Sanctuary, with special music by the Adult Choir and a message of New Life 
from an encounter with the Risen Christ.

Many thanks to everyone who makes these services and activities possible.

Plan to join us each Sunday morning, Sunday evening and Wednesday evening 
as we continue to celebrate, praise, and worship Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord!

Pastor Jim



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                                 

& YOUTH MINISTRY

Our Youth will be going on their second “Mini-Mission Trip” to one of our West 

Virginia Conference Mission sites on April 5th and 6th.  They will be traveling to New 

Vision Depot near Beckley, WV, to fill flood buckets, assemble personal hygiene kits, 

and do any necessary task to assist with mission work there.  This wonderful facility 

serves as a distribution hub for quickly transporting needed supplies into disaster-

affected areas.  Last summer, our youth visited Ebenezer Community Outreach in 

Huntington and delivered donations of items to be distributed to infants and children, 

as well as school supplies.  Both mission sites are the 2019 Mission Ministries 

assigned to the Little Kanawha District.  We are asked to raise funds and collect 

tangible goods for both sites and present them at the annual Celebration of Mission 

Event on April 27th at Stout Memorial UMC.  Everyone is invited to the celebration 

dinner at 5:00 P.M. Tickets are $15/person. Last year, SPUMC filled two tables and 

we hope to fill more this year!  Please see Pastor Jim or Jennifer to purchase tickets.  

MOV EASTER PARADE
Saturday, April 13th at 2:00 P.M.

The theme is “Celebrating 10 Years of the Easter Parade in the MOV!”
SPUMC has been participating in the parade for several years.  We encourage our 

church family – young and old – to walk along or ride on our float this year!  You may 

also push your little ones in strollers or pull them in wagons. It's lots of fun and gives 

us an opportunity to move beyond the walls of our church building and be visible in 

our community.  Please join us!

YOUTH MISSION TRIP

BREAKFAST WITH THE BUNNY

& EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, April 20th

Pancakes, sausage, and drinks will be served from 9:00 -10:00 A.M. in the CFC.  All 

ages are welcome!  Donations appreciated to cover costs.  Easter crafts and activities 

will be available, as well as pictures with the Easter Bunny.  The Easter Egg Hunt will 

begin promptly at 10:00 A.M. in the newly fenced yard at the CFC for children 

through 5th grade.  Everyone welcome!  Invite your friends and family!

Jennifer



Ash Wednesday Service

Ash Wednesday Service in the 
Sanctuary on March 6th …

“Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return”

Potato Lunch – St. Patrick’s Day

$500 raised for Youth Ministries & Activities…THANK YOU to all who helped make our 
St. Patrick's Day Potato Lunch a huge success! We are blessed with a fine group of 

youth. They are hard working, cooperative, and enthusiastic. Their parents are 
supportive and hard working, too. We are grateful to our church family for your love 

and support! 

Game Night

Friday, April 12
th

– 6PM to 8PM

All ages are welcome to join in an evening of good food, fun, and fellowship!  
Bring your favorite snacks to share.  There will be puzzles, board games, 

basketball, corn hole, pool, ping-pong, a movie, and more!  It's perfectly fine 
to just come and enjoy the fellowship.  You don't have to play any games or 

do anything!  We would love to see you there!



Meet Your Church Family

Mark and I have been married 29 plus years, our Anniversary is October 
21, 1989. We are both runners and have ran a half marathon in 20 plus states so 
far, plus 3 Marathons one was NYC IN 2015. We have 2 grown children, Corey 
who turned 29 on March 18, and a daughter Lindsay who turned 27 on February 
1st. I have a twin sister, so if you see or think you see me out and I should know 
you but don’t speak it’s probably her!  Her name is Tina, but will answer to Linda 
also as will I turn if I hear Tina. I grew up as a child with my family in South 
Parkersburg UMC.  My maiden name is Watters and some of you may
remember me from then. 

Linda

This month we are highlighting Linda & 
Mark Milhoan as part of our church family 

for you to get to know better!!!

Poem

As children bring their broken toys with tears for us to mend,
I brought my broken dreams to God because He was my friend,

But instead of leaving Him in peace to work alone,
I hung around and tried to help with ways that were my own.

At last I snatched them back and cried, “How could You be so slow?”
“My child”, He said, “What could I do?  You would never let them go.”

Submitted by: Tammy Lewis

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; In all your ways submit to Him, and He will make 

your paths straight.    Proverbs 3:5-6



In Recognition

On Sunday, March 17th, Betty Neal was 
recognized for her +70 years of  faithful 

participation in the music ministry at 
South Parkersburg United Methodist 

Church… Thank You Betty!!!

The Greatest Man in history is Jesus.
He had no servants, yet they called Him Master.
He had no degree, yet they called Him Teacher.

He had no medicines , yet they called Him Healer.
He had no army, yet kings feared Him.

He won no military battles, yet He conquered the world.
He committed no crime, yet they crucified Him.

He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today.

Submitted by: Vickie Pritchard

Easter is Coming!!!



Shut-In Ministry

Easter is coming! Please help us brighten the day for our shut-
ins by remembering them with an Easter card. The list of names is 
downstairs by the basket on the Welcome Center. Please take a list 
and let each of them know you are thinking of them. You only need 
to put the name on each envelope - no addresses or stamps 
needed. Bring your cards back, place them in the basket and they 
will be delivered before Easter. We all look forward to warmer 
weather and more sunshine. Please give some sunshine and 
warmth to our church family who can no longer be with us by taking 
a little time to remember them with a card or note. They will be 
blessed and so will you! Thank you for participating. 

Bonnie Dennis

Poem – “The Time is Now”

If you are ever going to love me, 
Love me now while I can know 
The sweet and tender feelings 

Which from true affection flow. 
Love me now while I am living

Do not wait until I'm gone 
And then have it chiseled in marble, 

Sweet words on ice-cold stone.
If you have tender thoughts of me, 

Please tell me now.
If you wait until I am sleeping, 

Never to awaken, 
There will be death between us, 

And I won't hear you then.
So, if you love me, even a little bit,

Let me know it while I am living 
So I can treasure it. 

Author Unknown



A question frequently asked is: “May I designate part of my giving to a specific budget line item, such
as the van ministry, or apportionments, or church maintenance, etc.?”
Answer: Church leaders worked hard to arrive at the 2019 budget based primarily on past history,
updated to current and expected additional expenses. Giving from years past was evaluated to estimate
the expected Gold Plate offerings to fund the 2019 budget. Leadership hopes to have the trust of the
congregation that all tithes and offerings will be dispersed with prayerful consideration and with good
stewardship in every instance. In order for the budget/giving ratio to be properly evaluated this year, it
is important that your tithes be given undesignated into the Gold plates. If you are blessed with the ability
for second-mile giving (over and above your first mile tithes and offerings), you are encouraged to place
that extra giving into the Gold plates, undesignated, or if you prefer to designate, place in the Silver plates,
with a designation to our special appeal(s) for that month’s ministry. The separation of undesignated
giving for budget items (Gold plates) and second mile, designated giving (Silver plates) for outreach
ministries and fundraisers has worked well this first quarter of 2019. Thank you, congregation, for your
generosity in being Good Stewards of God’s infinite gifts showered upon each one of us. “To God be the
Glory, Great Things He has done!”

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in 
this, says the Lord almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 

out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”  Malachi 3:10 NIV
Thank you, Lord, for blessing our church !

Submitted by:  Kay Wilhelm

❑ Our Second Mile, Silver Plate offerings year-to date have provided:
Jan. - $ 3,100 - For a member of our congregation who suffered a serious home fire
Jan.  - $ 871 - “Latrobe St. Mission” to help our fellow Parkersburg citizens 
Feb. - $ 1,099 - “Grace of God Food Pantry” to help the needy with food or home utilities
Mar. - $ 1,227 - For “Young Life,” with the March 31 offering still to be added to that total.
❑ The March offering for the “Young Life” organization will end March 31.  A representative from the 

local Chapter will come soon after that to meet our congregation and to accept the donation. 
❑ Jennifer Plyburn will be introducing the April ministry, which is for WV UMC Conference Missions, with 

an emphasis on the local “Celebration of Missions Event (C.O.M.E.).
❑ Our annual Easter Cash Day Offering is earmarked by church council for our Building and Improvement 

Fund and is Easter Sunday, April 21.  However, you may make an Easter Cash Day gift any Sunday in 
April by writing “Cash Day” on your check or offering envelope and placing it in the Silver Plate.  (Gifts 
into the Silver Plate with no designation will go to WV UMC Conference Missions.)  Cash Day details will 
be in our weekly bulletin insert.  

❑ The year-to-date weekly Gold Plate offerings as of March 24th are averaging $3,833.94 – that is right on 
target for our needed weekly average of $3,825.00 to meet the 2019 budget for General Operating 
Expenses, which includes utilities, supplies, fees, insurance, maintenance, salaries, all children and 
adult ministries, apportionments, and CFC expenses.

Stewardship Committee Members
Jan Barnes, Jerry Baum, Jim Braden, Anna Deem, Stephanie Gibbs, Michaela Hupp, 

Mike Kidd, Pastor Jim Plyburn, Sam Sams, Kay & Brent Wilhelm
Ex officio – Tammy Lewis – non-attending

Stewardship Alert ! 



United Methodist Women

Spiritual Growth Retreat 2019…  It was one great party! Those attending were greeted with 
birthday signs at the entrance leading us to the fellowship hall, with balloons and all. At the 
registration table we were given a blue ticket and instructed to hold on to it. The Morris Memorial 
Praise Band lifted our spirits with lively songs of praise. Rose Sterling warmly greeted us to the 
event. The speaker for the retreat was M Garlinda Burton from Nashville, Tenn. Garlinda brought 
her expertise as being a United Methodist deaconess serving in the Tennessee area through 
MotherWit. Her presentation was divided into three areas, thinking about the past (historically), the 
present (what we are accomplishing now) and the future ( what we hope to become or develop). 
Throughout the weekend she made very good points of how women have served other people and 
that act become something greater than the initial thing that was started. 

Garlinda told us about an Old Stone House in Morgantown, WV. It is the oldest building in 
West Virginia, it was built in the late 1700's, and currently serves as the office of The Service League 
of Morgantown. She also told us the story of a woman observing children going by her one room 
house and begging for food from vendors, or stealing mangoes from her tree in the yard. Since she 
had no children, she decided she would stretch what little she had and give 2-3 children something 
to eat. After a while one child told another and so forth and by the time Garlinda learned about it, 
she was feeding 75 children breakfast before they went to school, all on her very meager income 
and food portions. Eventually the neighbors learned of what she was doing and decided they 
needed to help. A group of people help her with this task.

Our district is in the North-East Jurisdiction of the United States. Our mission giving is 
compared to the cities such as New York City and Baltimore. We need to be pleased with our 
mission giving, because we were in the top 10 of giving in the jurisdiction, and I believe we were the 
4th in the top 10 to have paid our mission giving in full.  

Of course when you are celebrating 150 years of existence, YOU HAVE A PARTY! That same 
day we were recognizing our 60th Spiritual Growth Retreat. As activities, we were given the chance 
to play some cute and interesting games. Each district was asked to create a game like a festival 
atmosphere. Our Little Kanawha District came up with a cute idea, “Pin the Hat” on one of the 
founding ladies. It was liked by many and laughter was heard around the room.  Another district set 
out all kinds of coffee cups and glasses and we were given pennies to toss into the cups. If you 
succeeded, you won the cup. Another district created a “Wheel of Women” and you were told to 
spin the arrow and whatever women you landed on there was a question pertaining to her. Another 
wheel game involved something like Jeopardy, and all the questions were about the history of 
UMW. Each district handed a ticket for your participation in the game.  Later, during our sessions we 
had drawings for prizes. The first round of prices were nice yard signs of either FAITH, HOPE, and 
LOVE. All was fun and fellowship was enjoyed!!! 

Our retreat was closed by sharing the Lord's supper, and extending God's grace and peace to 
each one. This was presided over by Rev Bruce Reed.

Below are some additional dates for activities in April:
• District Meeting April 13, at Washington UMC 8:30 registration and 9:00 program
• SGR 2020 April 17-18, 2020 Cedar Lakes no specifics available. Thinking of making a different 

time arrangement, starting on Friday evening and going all day on Saturday.

Sandy Sinnett



Our Church History

The Beginning of Vacation Bible School 

The first daily Vacation Bible School at our church was held in 1941 after 
the completion and dedication of our new church building earlier in the year.  
On a sad note Mrs. Kelbaugh, the wife of the pastor who was in charge of the 
VBS, needed some materials from the parsonage that was located across the 
street from the church.  She started across the street to get the materials but 
was struck by a pick-up truck.  She had a broken arm and her body was badly 
injured in the accident.  She was hospitalized for 3 weeks, but never fully 
recovered from her injuries.  The Vacation Bible School was rescheduled from 
June to July and was started again under the supervision of the Pastor.  The 
picture below is believed to have been taken in the 1943-1945 time frame 
during the Vacation Bible School program held at the church.



BIBLE QUIZ

The questions in this month’s newsletter are about Easter…  After each 
question, there are parenthesis showing you where you can find, or check, your 

answers.  Good Luck!!!

1. How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the life of Jesus for?  (Matthew     
26:15)

2. When Judas returned the silver to the priests, what did they do with the 
money?  (Matthew 27:6-8)

3. Which disciple cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant in an effort to 
protect Jesus from being taken as a prisoner?  (John 18:10)

4. What was the sign that Jesus gave Peter in stating that he would deny 
him?  (Mark 14:30)

5. Who told Pilate not to have anything to do with Jesus?  (Matthew 27:19)
6. What was the inscription written above the cross?   (John 19:19)
7. Who was told to carry Jesus’ cross for him?  (Matthew 27:32)  
8. What happened in the Temple as a sign that the death of Jesus had 

made way for the individual believer to approach God?  (Matthew 27:51)
9. What is the English translation of the expression “Eli, Eli, lema

sabachthani” that Jesus spoke from the cross?  (Matthew 27:46) 
10. Who were the 2 men who helped prepare the body of Christ for burial?  

(John 19:38-42)

Fisherman’s Prayer

God grant that I live to fish,
Until my dying day,

And when it comes to my last cast,
I then most humbly pray,

When in the Lord’s safe landing net,
I’m peacefully asleep,

That in His mercy I be judged,
Big enough to keep…



Long-Term Prayer List


