
John Chapter 2-3 

Jesus Clears the Temple Courts 
2:14–16pp—Mt 21:12,13; Mk 11:15–17; Lk 19:45,46 

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both 
sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To 
those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a 
market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” o  

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to 
do all this?”  

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”  
20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it 

in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 
Jesus had spoken.  

23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was 
performing and believed in his name. 24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew 
all people. 25 He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each 
person.  
 

Matt 21:12 12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned 
the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My 
house will be called a house of prayer,’ e but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’” 
 
Isa 56:7. 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 8 The Sovereign 
LORD declares— he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather still others to them besides those already 
gathered.” 
 
Jer. 7:8. 8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear 
falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not; 10 And come and stand before 
me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations? 11 Is this 
house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the 
LORD. 

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 

council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”  

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.” {Note: the Greek word “again” also means “from above} 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”  

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit.  



Jn 1 33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou 
shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 34 And I 
saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

 
6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at 

my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, 
but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.” k  {Note: In the story of Nicodemus, Jesus points out that the Spirit of God is like a wind 

that blows where it pleases; while lacking shape or form, the Spirit definitely has a will. And a 
person's will is a key aspect of their personality.} 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.  
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly 

I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people 
do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; 
how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. r 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, t 15 that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him.” 

{HS baptism, when does it come?  Acts 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his 
hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent 
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes 
as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.” 

Acts 10: 44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.”} 

 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates 
the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever 
lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done 
has been done in the sight of God. 
 
 
 


